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1v INTRODUCTION.

to those, who are fond of tracing the progress of our
language at a period when it was moulding itself into form,
and approaching to the vigour of its maturity.

Richard Robinson, the author of these ¢ pithie and
figuratiue Visions,” is merely called by Proctor, their
purchaser and publisher, “a Gentleman of the North
Countrey,” but whatever may have been the county that
gave him birth, of which we have no positive or direct
evidence, it is quite clear from that contained in the work
itself, that Cheshire was that part of the North, with which
the author was more immediately connected ; for almost all
the poems are “rare inuentions pend vpon the Ethimologie
of the names, of diuers worthy personages inhabiting the
gentle natured countrey and Countie of Chester,” whom
he commends for various good qualities and virtues, with a
feeling of partiality and affection not usually exhibited
towards any district, with which the eulogist does not hap-
pen to have some close personal connexion. And as he
generally uses the term ¢ countrey” for county, it is pro-
bable that he means to limit his expression to Cheshire,
when he desires his reader, to ““iudge upon the sense, if hee
haue knowledge to vnderstand me, according to my good
and faythfull meaning to my Countrey.”” About the name
of the Author of these Visions there is no doubt, though
Proctor does not mention it, and he himself does not sub-
scribe it to his <« Epistle to the gentle Reader,” for he is
twice addressed as Robinson in ¢“the last Dreame that
Morpheus did showe vnto” him; and the initials of the
lines of «The Authours name in Verdict  disclose to us






vi INTRODUCTION.

to verify this conjecture by any direct evidence, the Parochial
Registers at Alton not commencing till 1681, although the
name of Robinson occurs frequently in the same. Search
has also been made for his will, but equally without effect.
So that whether he was a native of Cheshire or Stafford-
shire, or what were the peculiar circumstances which brought
him into contact with the particular families in Cheshire
alluded to by the Poet, and which it appears were all allied
to each other by marriage or otherwise, must, he fears, be
left after all to conjecture. Of Robinson’s biography little
also is known, or probably can be collected beyond the in-
ferences drawn from this volume. From another of his
publications, we learn that he was a servant in the household
of the Earl of Shrewsbury, and that he took his turn in
holding watch and ward over the unfortunate and captive
Queen of Scots, who was under the Earl’s custody from
1568 to 1584. This metrical work, entitled  The Rewarde
of Wickednesse, discoursing the sundrye monstrous abuses
of wicked and ungodly Worldelings,” 4to. 1573, he dates
from his ¢ chamber in Sheffield castle, The xix of Maie,
1574,” and he informs us that it was composed to beguile
the time during the dreary hours of keeping-guard. He
mentions this as being his second publication, but what was
the title or nature of the first he does not state, and there-
fore we can only conjecture. But the Editor thinks it not
improbable that his first work was < T'he ruefuil Tragedie
of Hemidos and Thelay,” the license for printing of which
was granted to Henry Bynneman in 1569-70.—See Col-
lier’s Eatracts from the Reg. Stat. Comp. v. 1, p. 220.—


















xil INTRODUCTION.

(by wanting my present releef) then ever I feltc before in my lyfe
tyme, or at leaste synce I coulde first handle my penn: For my
penury was so greate, that take what paynes I coulde with my pen
at home, and otherwyse wryting for my frendes abroade in the Citye
Yea and allso utter as many of these Bookes as I coulde for halfe a
yeare after, trubling my good Benefactors (longer then eyther I
thought I shoulde or willingly woulde haue done) all was litle
ynough and too-to litle, to meynteyne mee, my Wyfe, and one
pore Chylde with meate, drincke, Lynnen, Wollen, Rent, and
Necessaryes even very meanely: So as before youre Maiestyes
Royall Navy went to Cadiz in June followyng 1596 I (still wanting
my sayd releef) had solde away certeyne of my howsehould move-
ables, pawned away dyverse good bookes oute of my Chest, allso
my very gowne from my back, yea, and (within two yeares after)
was constrayned to sell away the very Leasse of my howse, wherin
I then dwelt in Harp Alley in Shoe Lane, for the Rent paying due
to the Landlord at Michaelmas 1598.”

He speaks also of having been a suitor two years before
unto her Majesty “for one of the Twelve Allmose Rowmes
at Westminster in your Highnes dispocicion and beeyng
then voyde.” But his applications, which are related in
the MS. at some length, and with many curious particulars,
were all apparently fruitless; and we are unable to state
whether he became more successful under the pedantic
successor of Elizabeth, whose patronage of literary men
was more free and encouraging, or how long he lived after-
wards. He seems to have been intimate with Churchyard
the poet, and to have been joined with him in the produc-
tion of one or more of his works. He is mentioned by
that writer, in his book entitled « A4 #rue Discourse histo-
























XX INTRODUCTION.

copy the Printer’s ornaments, which occur rarely, and have
neither signification nor elegance. The device in the title
page consists of “a pheasant couchant on a wreath in a
compartment with R W on the sides.” The meaning of
this device we have not been able to detect: in 1582 Ward
resided by Holborn conduit at the sign of the Talbot,—in
1590 at the Purse in the Little Old Bailey,—and in 1595
at the Castle in Salisbury Court. In 1589 he lived near
Old Fish Street, on Lambeth Hill, and as far as we have
been able to discover, this device only occurs in books dated
1589 and 1590, and it may, therefore, have been his sign
during his Lambeth residence. The wreath and the
crescent upon the neck of the pheasant give it the appear-
ance of a crest, but we cannot trace this bird in any
armorial bearings connected with the name of Ward or
Warde ; for he spells his name in both ways, even in the
same volume.

Mr. Hawkins, the highly respected Keeper of the Anti-
quities in the British Museum, entertained the intention
some years ago of reprinting this poetical tract, and had
made some preparations for editing it. But other objects
intervening, he was kind enough to place his memoranda
in the hands of the present Editor. To Mr. Hawkins,
therefore, the Reader is indebted for a portion of the in-
formation contained in the Notes, and also for some of the
remarks introduced in the Preface. The Editor begs to
return his grateful acknowledgments to that Gentleman for
these communications, and for the ready and unvarying
kindness he has ever received from him. He has also to
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To The Honorable, Lord GirBerT TALBOT,
SONNE AND HEIRE 710 THE RIGHT HONORABLE,
THE EARLE of Shrevvibury, Knight of the
moft noble order of the Garter. &c.

Increafe of honour, and
all felicitie.

=9 Hereas about tvvo yeares paft, I chaunced
i{|to haue offered me this prefent Treatife,
| vvhiche though I then accepted and gaue
money for: yet, dreadyng leaft I might be
louer rafhe in committyng it to the Print,
M| (pecially before I had fully feene into the
end and purpofe of the vvriter, vvhom I vnderftood to bee
a Gentleman of the North Countrey: yet novv after long
deliberation, I finding this fame both pleafaunt and profit-
able, haue aduentured the charge of Printyng it. Pleafaunt
I fay it is in regard of the inuention, and the more to be
efteemed of, confidering that it foretold (as it vvere) the
comming of the Spanyards and their ouerthrovv to our great
vnfpeakable good. Profitable it is in refpect of example :
for here among the due prayfes of many, thofe tvvo moft
noble and loyall men your good honorable Father I meane,
and the like right honorable the Earle of Darby, are fet as
fpectacles or looking glaffes, vvherein all men may fee a










THE EPISTLE TO THE READER.

brambles vvill fpring vp among the fayreft and moft ranck-
eft corne of the vvhole fielde : euen fo among many vertues
it euer hath bene feene, and euer fhalbe that fome vices
fecretly fhall lurke in fome one corner or other according
to the old faying, vvho liues vvithout a fault, or vvhat com-
moditie is vvithout his difcommoditie ? vvhiche argueth that
Chethyre is not onely for thefe vices to blamed more
then the reft of our Natiue Countrey : VVherefore they are
not alone to be condemned: But vvithing all to be reformed,
I befeech thee gentle Reader to beare in mynde his fayings,
that vvrit vpon the earth vvith his finger: and caft no more
ftones, at this gentle Countrey, then thou vvould haue
throvven at thy felfe: vvithing the vvordes vvhiche fhall flee
out of thy mouth, to be fethered vvith fuch indifferencie, as
both thou, and they may be thankefully receiued among all
their vvorfhips and theirs, vvith the reft of the inhabitaunce
of the fame foyle. For if neceflitie thould conftraine thee
to make triall of the good Nature of this Countrey, thou
vvouldest not onely finde my reportes to be of troth, but alfo
thou thy felfe thouldeft haue iuft occafion to fpeake more
in their deferued commendations and prayfe then I haue
done : vvhiche I leaue to thy gentle iudgement, requefting
thee to take in good part thefe fundry inuentions lately
fleeped out of my penne, vvherein I haue Poetically fet
dovvne diuers fictions, vvhiche fhall (I truft) be profitable to
euery Reader, that vvill indiffrently iudge vppon the fenfe,
if hee haue knovvledge to vnderftand me, accordyng to my
good and faythfull meaning to my Coitrey: But in thefe
dayes not any thing is more difdained then the trauell of


















































































































































































































66 NOTES.

Ibid. “Jokn Proctor”] Proctor appears to have been a writer as well
as publisher. He purchased “this present Treatise” in the regular course
of his trade, with a view to its publication, though delayed for two years.

Epistle to the Reader. P.vii. L. 2. “a Boasting Thrazo”] A brag-
gadocia, or Captain Bobadil in Terence’s Eunuch.

Ibid. L. 8. “a Pick-thanke’”] An officious parasite or flatterer, whose
tongue can paint and glose. Sometimes applied to a talebearer.

““ By smiling pick-thanks and base newsmongers.”
Henry I'V., pt. 1, act 3, sc. 2.

Ibid. L. 3. “a Clawbacke] A backbiter, talebearer, or sycophant.

¢¢ And I had clawbacks even at court full rife,
Which sought by outrage golden gain to win,”
Mirrour for Magist.

““Like a clawback sycophant.”
Bp. Hall.

P. 1. «“ Golden Mirrours,” &c.] The object of the first poem or vision
is to describe the state of England at the period when it was written.
‘We have “a Virgin in rich attire clad,” 7. e. Queen Elizabeth, and her
kingdom described as possessing wealth and honour, but ¢ wanting
grace,” and troubled with internal foes, who appear to be the persons
concerned in the Babington and other conspiracies which were prevalent
at that time. We have next a long account of the destruction of a
Spanish Fleet, which is certainly very extraordinary, if the statement in
the dedicatory Epistle could be believed, that ¢ this present Treatise,”
which was printed in 1589, had been previously in the hands of the Pub-
lisher “about two years.” For allowing that these two years were very
' short ones, he must have been in possession of the work before the close
of 1587, and the destruction of the Spanish Armada, which it “prognos-
ticates,” did not occur until July, 1588. But the more probable solution
to this statement of the Publisher will be, that the minor pieces, or ety-
mological poems, had doubtless been in the possession of the Printer for
some time, and the poem beginning * When as the Stately Stagge,” had
only been added when Proctor had determined to publish. The expres-
sion “that it foretold (as it were) the comming of the Spanyards and












70 NOTES.

enactments against Jesuits, Papists, and other political traitors, who were
banished the kingdom ; and all persons who harboured or relieved them,
were deemed guilty of felony.

Stanza 24. L. 1. “prest accomplere”] prest d’ accomplir. The motto
of the Earl of Shrewsbury.

Stanza 29. L. 5. “Vipers are abord’] The Spanish forces—so termed
from being Papists.

Stanza 29. L. 6. ““#%’ annointed of the Lord”] Queen Elizabeth.

Stanza 34. L. 4. «“ A faithfull Foule, for seas none like of yore,
A Drake” ——on]

‘Sir Francis Drake, the well-known circumnavigator and naval com-
mander, was born near Tavistock, in Devonshire, about 1545. He was
trained to a seafaring life under the care of Sir John Hawkins, his kins-
man, and served under him in the Gulf of Mexico. He made frequent
expeditions against the Spaniards in the West Indies, by which he greatly
enriched himself and his followers,—and in the memorable year 1588,
having been appointed vice-admiral under Lord Howard of Effingham,
he and his squadron had a principal share in the discomfiture of the
Spanish Armada, flying from the united displeasure of God and man.
The latter period of his life was not attended with equal success, and
having experienced some severe disappointments, which preyed upon his
mind, they threw him into a fever which terminated his life on the 28th
January, 1596, in the fifty-first year of his age.

Stanza 86. L. 5. “Crikes”] This may mean crecks, or narrow inlets,
to escape into, from the French crigue, a small bay.

Stanza 38. L. 3. “A warlike Winter””] An obvious allusion to Sir
William Winter, Knight, one of the Lord High Admiral’s officers. His
name occurs the last in Pine’s Engravings of the Tapestry in the Old
Palace of Westminster.—See Granger’s History of England, vol. 1, p.
281. Harleian Miscellany, vol. 1, p. 128, et seq.—He was appointed
Surveyor General of the Navy by Queen Elizabeth; and Richard Robin-
son, “ citizen of London,” dedicated one of his numerous publications to






7t NOTES.

Stanza 47. L. 6. “ 7o maister Leigh of Ridge, a Gentle Squyre)
Ridge Hall, to which the Dreamer * did retyre” when he ¢ wakened,” is
situated at the foot of Shutlings loc, and was at that time occupied by
maister Leigh, a Gentle Squyre,” whose family, descended from a
younger branch of the Leghs of Lyme, had long enjoyed that property.
This was John Legh of Ridge, Esq., who married Grace, daughter of
Humphry Cotton of Bold, in the county of Stafford, who survived her
husband. He died 42nd Elizabeth, 1600, leaving a son and heir, Peter
Legh of Ridge. The estate was afterwards alienated from this family in
1731, and was possessed by the late William Smyth, Esq., the distin-
guished Professor of Modern History in the University of Cambridge,
who died at Norwich, the 26th June, 1849, in his 85th year, and is now,
we believe, vested in his sisters.

P. 11. In this second Vision, Queen Elizabeth is represented under the
character of Diana, collecting around her, under the form of ¢ many
houndes of sundry names and mightie mouthes,” the qualities and
virtues upon which she relied for security from her enemies and for the
stability of her throne. Aeccordingly, among ¢ the houndes that were of
choyce,” we find ““ Duetie, Obedience, Diligence, Lovewell, Treasure, and
Trustie,” not omitting also such useful animals as ¢ Findeall, Holdfast,
Bowman,” &e. The enemies of the Queen appear under the forms of the
Wolf, Fox, ¢ beastly belling Bull, Tygar, and wicked Weasels,” which all
were chased,

““Till to the quirry, a number out of count,
‘Were brought to reape their just reward at Jast.”

Under these denominations we do not perceive that any particular indi-
viduals are alluded to, but that all the persons engaged in hostility to
the Queen, either on political or religious grounds, are here characterized
as wild animals chased to their destruction. It is probable that Babing-
ton’s conspiracy is the event more especially alluded to in this Poem, as
the fate of traitors is clearly assigned to the objects of the chase :—

‘“ The heads and quarters of these Carrens vile

I did beholde, where Kites and Crowes did eate,

A marke for many that do themselues exile

From Dueties doctrine, and deale by deepe deceit.”












76 NOTES.

P. 20. Lady Iulian Holcraft of the Vale Royall.] This poem, whick
appears from the last stanza to have been a complimentary address upon
the commencement of a new year, is an culogy upon Juliana, Lady Hol-
croft, the daughter and heiress of Nicholas Jennings, Alderman of London,
and wife of Sir Thomas Holeroft, Knight, second son of John Holeroft of
Holcroft Hall, near Leigh, in Lancashire, who had been an Esquire of the
Body to King Henry VIII., whose favour he conciliated, and from whom
he received the grant of the dissolved monastery of Vale Royal. He
accompanied the Earl of Hertford in his expedition against Scotland in
1544, and was one of the officers knighted at Leith upon that occasion.
He was appointed Marshal to Queen Mary, and dying shortly after was
buried at Weaverham. Of the Lady Juliana we know nothing more than
what we can gather from this and the eulogy on pp. 47-50, except that
she died at Vale Royal, July 13, and was buried at the ancient church of
‘Whitegate, near to the abbey gate of the monastery, August 25, 1595.

Stanza 3. L. 2. “ Merula”] The merle is the blackbird, from the
French.
““ Where the sweet merle and warbling mavis be.”
Drayt. Owl, 1. 1292.

It is so used by Burns, Ferguson, and other Scotch writers.

P. 21. Stanza 8. L. 2. “words tn wast”] Vain talking—idle words.
“ For every idle word they shall give account.”—Maitt. xii. 36.

P. 22. L. 5. “at Hespias”] This may be an error for Hesperus, and
the figure may import that Lady Holcroft had lived so privately, that she
was unknown except to the rich and poor of her own neighbourhood,
until Fame, in the evening of her life, sounded her praises to the world.
The word may, however, be only a contraction of Hesperides, and Vale
Royal be compared in beauty to those mythological gardens.

P. 28. “ My Lady Countesse”] This lady, mentioned in the last stanza,
was the only daughter of Sir Thomas and Lady Juliana Holeroft, and was
married to Edward Manners, third Earl of Rutland.

The ¢ Etimologie ’ of the Lady Juliana appears in the first letters of
the first seventeen stanzas, THE LADI IVLIAN HOLD, the initials of
the other lines of this last stanza supplying the remaining letters CRAFT.
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Her sister was Katherine Howard, Queen of England. She appears to
have died without issue, and Sir Edmund married (2) Elizabeth, daughter
of Sir Ralph Leyeester of Toft, in Cheshire, and relict of Sir Randal
Mainwaring, Knight, of Over Peover, in the same county. He was a
zealous promoter of the prineiples of the Reformation— a bitter enemy
of the Catholies,”—and took an active part in the affairs of the parish of
Manehester during the reign of Queen Elizabeth. He died at Trafford
in 1590, wt. 64, and was sueceeded in his estates by a son of the same
name.

P. 26. <A triple foorded riuer”] This, probably, points to the ety-
mology of the name of ¢ Trafford,” whieh is said to be derived from the
A.S. tred, a step, allusive to the stone steppings across the ford of the Ir-
well at Barton, near the house.

Ibid. “ before the conquest was”] * Randulphus filius Randulphi,” oc-
curs shortly after the Norman invasion in a deed from Sir Hamon de Massy,
mentioned in an aneient vellum roll, still in possession of the Trafford
family.

-

P. 27. «“Sir Peter Leigh of the linne, Knight”] The Sir Peter Leigh
of the linne, Knight, here alluded to, was of Lyme, and was the son and
heir of Peter Leigh of Lyme and Haydock, Esq., who died Deeember 4,
1541. He was one of the Cheshire gentlemen who were knighted at
Leith in the year 1544 : and *the right worshipfull Maister Peter Leigh,
his heire apparant,” was his grandson, who was likewise knighted, was
Sheriff of the County in 1595, and also one of its representatives in Par-
liament. He married Margaret, daughter of Sir Gilbert Gerard, Knight,
Master of the Rolls, by whom he had a numerous family. She died
July 29, 1603, and was buried at Fulham, in the county of Middlesex,
where a monument to her memory, ereeted by her husband, still exists.
He died at Lyme, February 17, 1635-6.

His ¢ Etimologie ” is to be found, as in the other poems, in the initials
of the stanzas, PETER LEIGH ESSQVYER. The verses are without
any allusion or address to either of these two persons, but, like those of
the preceding poem, represent Time as a Goddess ¢ thrise swifter then.
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Syr Neptuns streames,” with “ a razour in her hand,” shewing that “ the
carthly state should haue a soden chaunge, and all that is, should nothing
bee;” recounting the destruction that she has wrought in the world;
denouncing the evil that exists, and proclaiming that

““Reuenge from skies with fiery flames

Shall now at hand deuour and wast

All mortall men vnto their shames,

Except where grace and vertue's plast.”

P. 81. “M. Thomas Leigh of Adlington, in the Countic of Chester,
Esquire”] This little poem, like the preceding, has no reference to the
person to whom it is addressed, but only ‘ purports the nature of Time,”
who, as before, appears under the form of “a Lady which flew as swift
as winde,” armed with a ‘“knife’” or ‘“razor sharpe to cut the vital
thred,” and furnished with wings, which were not mentioned in the
former descriptions,—charging all persons

‘‘Remember Time began all thinges, at first when all was made,
Time at the last shall cause againe al thinges to wast and fade.”

This poem is more infected with alliteration than many of the others,
though symptoms of the disease appear in all. It is not divided into
stanzas, but consists of lines of fourteen syllables each, separated into
sections at the end of each word of the name, which, composed of the
initials of each line, discloses the ¢ Etimologie” of THOMAS LEIGH
ESSQVYAR, which is repeated, except that the second time the last
word reads ESSQVIER. This Mr. Thomas Legh of Adlington was the
son of a gentleman of both his names, by Maria, daughter of Richard
Grosvenor of Eaton: he was High Sheriff of the county of Chester in
1588, and died in 1601, aged about 50 years. He was succeeded by his
son and heir, the father of Sir Urian Legh, who was knighted by the Earl
of Essex for his conduct at the siege of Cadiz, and is said to have been
the hero of the celebrated ballad of ¢ The Spanish Lady’s Love,” printed
in Percy’s Collection of Ancient Ballads, vol. 2, p. 256, and of whom
there is a portrait in a Spanish dress preserved at Bramall Hall. But
other traditions have mentioned Sir Richard Levison of Trentham, in
Staffordshire, as the subject of this ballad. Sir Urian Legh of Adlington
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a traitor; and as Puritanism, which in another reign was synonymous
with rebellion, much prevailed in the neighbourhood of her ladyship’s
residence at Ridley, she became a mark both for political and religious
persecution ; and it appears from letters still in existence, that she was
greatly indebted to the earnest interfercnce of some of the most illustrious
persons in the kingdom for obtaining from time to time a respite of pro-
ceedings against her. The interference of such persons in her behalf,
instigated perhaps in some degree by the rising interest of the future
Chancellor, is a strong testimony in favour of the piety and excellence of
her character; and that she was personally beloved and respected, may
be inferred from this poetical address to her by one who, from his works,
appears to have been strongly opposed in feeling to the tenets professed
by this Lady, and firmly attached to Queen Elizabeth, whose throne and
life were supposed to be endangered by the ‘ Papistes and Excommuni-
cates.”

Lady Egerton was confined along with others a prisoner in Manchester
as a recusant, through the active exertions of Dr. Chaderton, then Bishop
of Chester, and hopes were entertained that she might be prevailed upon,
through the ministrations of the clergy sent especially to visit her, to ab-
jure her tenets, and conform to the Protestant Church. But neither argu-
ments nor threatenings availed anything, and she continued stedfast and
inflexible to her own faith and persuasion. The reader may see some
curious extracts from letters relating to the sufferings of this pious and
afflicted lady at this period of her life, given by Mr. Ormerod in his His-
tory of Cheshire, vol. 2, p. 160. Notwithstanding, however, the persecu-
tions and sufferings which she underwent on account of her religion, she
attained to a great age, and dying in 1599 was buried at Astbury in Che-
shire, in the chancel of which church her monument still remains, contain-
ing an effigy of herself habited in a close cap and ruff. She was connected
by marriage herself, or by those of her descendants, with several of the
families eulogized in these poems,—the Leghs of Adlington, Holfords,
‘Warburtons of Arley, Breretons, &c. And, indeed, it would appear that
nearly all the families alluded to by the Poct were allied by marriage or
otherwise, and this circumstance might probably form a clue to his choice
in selecting the subjects of his poems.

P.35. V.2, L. 3. “Among the shrubs I skrouded was”] This will re-
mind the reader of the opening of the Vision of Piers Ploughman, and,
B%



82 NOTES.

indeed, many of thesc Verses seem to have been composed on the plan of
that alliterative and figurative Poem, in which the dreamer is represented
as falling asleep, from weariness and fatigue in ascending a lofty hill, and
in his vision appear to him painted the passing scenes and events of the
world under the form of an allegory. It is clear that the author of the
present work had studied that early allegorical poem.

Ibid. V. 4. L. 2. “The gleids”] Red hot coals.
¢« As glowynge gledes.”
Vision of Piers Ploughman, p. 361, 1. 11800.

P.37. V. 1. L. 1. “laid on lurtch’’] To lie on lurch, is to lie aside
or in ambush to catch what passes; hence lurcher, a dog which hunts un-
fairly.

Ibid. V. 2. L. 3. ““thrate”] The past tense of to threat, or threaten.

Ibid. V. 4. L. 4. “ T rested by a pleasant poole, fast by a lttle heath’]
This seems highly descriptive of local scenery, and so minute in its appli-
cation to Ridley Pool or Mere, alluded to in Nixon’s Prophecy, and now
filled up, that the Poet doubtless here refers to it.

P. 38. M. Peter Warberton of Arley”] These verses, like many of
the others, have for their subject the progress and effects of time, accom-
panied with sundry moral admonitions against its waste, and encourage-
ments to make good use of that which is granted, by the practice of virtue
and exercise of benevolence.

The * Etimologie ”’ of M. Peter Warburton is so imperfectly disclosed,
that it might be supposed some stanzas were lost from the original manu-
seript. The initial letters of the existing stanzas are PETR WARERTO.

History does not record anything of this gentleman, except that he was
the son and heir of Sir John Warburton of Warburton and Arley, Knight,
by Mary, daughter of Sir William Brereton of Brereton, Knight, and was
the father of six daughters, but dying without heirs male in 1613, his
estates passed by bequest to his nephew, Peter Warburton of the Lodge,
in Crowley, Esq., who married a daughter of the Lady Mary Egerton of
Ridley, already noticed in these poems. Sir George Warburton, Bart.,
the last male heir of this family, died in 1813, and bequeathed his estates
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initial letters of each line of the verses. The Shakerleys were slightly
connected by marriage with the Earls of Shrewsbury, for the father of
“ the noble hound,” commemorated in the first poem, had for his second
wife, Grace, daughter of Robert Shakerley of Longsdon, in Derbyshire,
or, according to other authorities, the widow of Robert Shakerley, uncle
of the ubove Geoffry. Perhaps she was both, for her maiden name has
not been discovered.

P. 45. “ Maister Hugh Shackerly.”] The verses upon Maister Hugh
Shackerly, son and heir of the preceding, are also moral and prudential
maxims, but better suited to the condition of a young person. The “ Eti-
mologie” of Maister HEWGH SHACKCARLEI may be traced in the
initials of the lines. This gentleman, who died in the life-time of his
father, was the grandson of Sir George Beeston, and if he thus derived his
birth from an ancestor remarkable for illustrious achievements, amongst
his descendants was one who, in his day, was as remarkable for great
eccentricities. Peter Shakerley, Esq., the last male heir of the family,
who was born in 1709, and died in 1781, was a confirmed believer in a
millenium, but it was one of his own construction: he supposed the world,
with all its affairs and inhabitants, to revolve in a circle of one thousand
years, and that at each corresponding period, the same scenes were
enacted by the same persons. As far as themselves were concerned, he
was successful in making a convert of his favourite old groom, but this
venerable and faithful attendant could not extend his faith as far as the
reappearance of the brute creation, for when his master, in the midst of
his enjoyment of a delightful ride, turned round and claimed his servant’s
participation in the anticipated recurrence of the same pleasure at the end
of a thousand years, John acquiesced, though rather sorrowfully added,
“Yes, Master, but surely not on th’ same tits.” The old gentleman was
so satisfied with the comforts he had enjoyed on earth, that, to save him-
self trouble when he should reappear, and as much as possible find all
things as he had left them, he built himself a strong square house, with
walls about nine feet thick, which might endure till his return: and this
substantial mansion now forms the old part of Somerford Hall, near Con-
gleton, which was greatly, but not so substantially, enlarged by the late
possessor, about the year 1800.












88 NOTES.

Ibid. L. 5. “Tick tacke] 7. e. tric trac, a game something like back-
gammon, played upon tables by two persons, frequently alluded to by our
early writers.—See Measure for Measure, act 1, se. 3. John Taylor’s
Motto, 8vo. 1622, sig. D. iv.—It is here used metaphorically, and has
reference to the wife playing her husband false.

Ibid. Stanza 5. L. 2. “ Fye of Gentillitie”] An exclamatory paren-
thetical passage, equivalent to, a truce to gentility.

P. 55. Stanza 1. L. 3. ““Polipkils”] or polyphils, may mean flatterers,
who pretend to be so fond of many people, in order to take advantage of
them.

P. 56. Stanza 2. L. 6. “ Per fay merritriciam™] By my faith mere-
tricious !

P. 57. Stanza 4. L. 5. “No wandring vnto waks”] The festival Sun-
day of the Saint to whom the Parish Church is dedicated, and celebrated
with great rejoicings. In the country parts of Cheshire and Lancashire,
and especially of the former, the congregations are generally unusually
large on these days, attracted partly by the music, as the best singers
of the district assemble, and perform anthems and choruses sometimes
in a2 manner which would not disgrace our Cathedral choirs. The ex-
cellence of the chorus singers of this district is well known, ~The
festivities of the wakes are continued for some days, and at these
seasons the country people generally pay an annual visit to their friends
and relations.

Ibid. L. 6. “Nor gadding vnto greens”] For the purpose of dancing
at the celebration of the May-day or Whitsuntide festivities, that being
the favourite amusement on these joyful and holiday occasions, and the
village green the scene of the rural merriments.

P. 58. Stanza 1. L. 2. “pranck in pride”]| Dressed up ostentatiously.
It occurs in Shakespeare’s Winter's Tale, act 4, sc. 3.

¢ And me, poor lowly maid,
Most goddess-like prank’d up.”
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