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42 REMAINS OF JOHN BYROM.

to bed of a son on Midsummer day, to whom I stocd godfather,
and called him John. The poor infant has had the same fate with
his two brothers of that name, being but eighteen days old when
he died of a thrush. I have been amusing myself with the case of
this child, (and indeed his two brothers,) how, being in all appear-
ance born healthful, and thriving for some days after its birth, it
should be thus carried off; but whatever thoughts I have of the
matter I may keep ’em to myself, for how should a young doctor
dare to dispute with an old nurse? I supped with cousin W. two
nights ago, and his lady gives her service to you all; we drank your
health all three in a bowl of punch. T was to have been on Tues-
day night at a club of our faculty, but the doctor who was to have
introduced me, one of our college, was out of town. I have been
inquiring into the Meads and Cades, &c. Child’s is the physicians’
coffee house ; but I have advanced no further than two or three
steps in the politics of that place. Cousin Woodward, when T first
dined with him, lent me a book called 4n Enquiry into the Nature
and Obligations of Legal Rights, &c., desiring me to return it soon,
because my U. A. [Uncle Andrew] wanted to read it. I guessed it
was thought a good performance, and did not know whether they
thought it might settle my settlements; but however, I sent him
back my reflections on it under a feigned person, showing, from the
man’s own way of talking that wrote it, that his defence of the
Revolution was very inconsistent, and the whole business no way
sustainable. I have stayed to be godfather to Mr. Stansfield’s
child, and to see if it would live or die. I have had the misfortune
to lose this godson as I did the other; and now I think to set out
on Monday or Tuesday to Cambridge, where I am glad to hear
some of my acquaintance are residing ; and if you know of any
way to come down to you from thence, you will be so kind as to
inform your affectionate, obliged brother and servant, J. B.

Jokn Byrom to Mr. and Mrs. Stansfield.
Cambridge, Wednesday morning.
Mr. and Mrs. Stansfield : How do you do? This is to let you






















































































































































































































































124 REMAINS OF JOHN BYROM. [1725

Harry shorthand; took Woolston’s book in my pocket; went to
Richard’s at seven o’clock, had a letter from sister Ann Byrom
from Coventry; from Richard’s I was going to see Dr. Malyn,
who came to town in the coach last Saturday, but met with Sam
Shenton in Fleet street; thence I went to Blossoms Inn, sat a
little with Mr. Mason, thence home.

Tuesday [April 27th] : rose about nine; called at Mr. White’s
for Mr. Clarke’s Rapin, in which he had written his own name, left
it at Richard’s; thence to Lord Stanhope’s. Dr. Anodyne Neck-
lace spoke to me in the Strand, and gave me a catalogue of his
shorthand books, and Weston’s method printed by Antony Clayton.
I was with Lord Stanhope but half an hour; he made some few,
very few objections, which I solved; he was resolved to perfect
himself in it this summer in the country; sent me to Lord Wal-
grave, who was not within, his time is eight o’clock in the morn-
ing. Thence to the Westminster election; saw Dr. Town, who
showed me some verses about Ay and No. “Jump over a straw
for a king.” “To be made a dog in a string,” another copy. - Dr.
Bentley gave me a ticket in the school, and I dined in the Hall;
I ate some hashed calf’s head, pigeon pie, lobster, they were none
of them good, nor the wine; went to a coffechouse after dinner
with Ord and Gordon, two dishes, 4d.; about five went to the
school again, I sat within the bar and heard all the declamations,
pretty good verses; gave my verses about St. George and the
Dragon to a lad, that is, Davis did; the subject was, Ne sit pro
teste vetustas ; they took, and the lad had some money given him.
Came with Jemmy Crd to Richard’s in a coach, 6d.; saw Leyces-
ter there, and Bob Ord, and Judge Hale, and another gentleman a
fellow commoner of our College when I was there, a Westonian;
wrote to F. Hooper, sent him the programme of St. George, writ a
line to Mrs. Byrom at the bottom of it; sat up till past one.

Wednesday [April 28th]: rose after ten, had a very good
night; breakfast at Wilson’s, milk porridge; stayed at home
writing shorthand the afternoon; after six met Mr. Nichols as I
was going through Lincoln’s Inn, went with him te his chamber,
























132 REMAINS OF JOHN BYROM. (1725

one, 5s. a week; thence I ran through the rain to St. John’s
coffechouse, where I stayed a long while, chocolate 3d.; about
twelve it was fair a moment, so I went out, but it rained again
before I came to the Cocoa Tree, where I put in again and wrote
out Don Carlos Stephens’s advertisement against Anthony Clay-
ton; then called at Lord Lonsdale’s, where, having waited below
a little, I went up to him, and stayed about an hour teaching him,
showed him my sub-ad-ad rule, which by his talk he seemed to
have heard a distant notion of before from Stanhope or somebody ;
he knew all his letters and writ them before me, and a line out of a
book for me to read; I asked him whether he thought he should go
on, when I came away? he said, yes he should; I asked him when
he should be at leisure again ? he said, any morning ; but I proposed
to come after Lord Macclesfield’s trial, to which he agreed. I walked
home, bought a book and a pamphlet, 4d. each, of the bookseller by
St. Martin’s Church ; called at George’s coffeehouse, there were the
two Hassels, Mr. Leycester cume; Dick Hassel asked us to drink
tea at his chamber, so we went; they set me mdstsspnsts to
guess at, which I could not find out while I was there. Mr. Ley-
cester and I came thence to Gray’s Inn, where at my chamber I no
sooner sat down scarce but I found out what m ds &c., was, by
having got the notion that essay was the governing substantive. Mr.
Leycester and I took coach for the city ; he went to his aunt Mos-
ley’s, I to Dr. Malyn’s; the Dr. was not at home, so I went to call
on Mr. L. at Mrs. Mosley’s, where I stayed about half an hour;
Miss Nanny had got me a subscriber, whose half guinea Mr. Ley-
cester gave me at the Club to-night.

Wednesday, May 12th: Mr. Leycester was with me last night,
having left his lodgings because a little child was taken ill of the
smallpox there; and Clowes called me up between nine and ten;
I followed them to Wilson’s, milk porridge 3d.; I read some of
Clowes’s writing out of the Tale of a Tub there; I stayed at
home ; Josiah called here just after two, came from Bedfordshire
last night, said Mr. Pimlot asked me to come to dine there
to-morrow. I went in the afternoon with Mr. Leycester to Rich-
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sous, liards; saw J. Ord, who spoke to Mildmay there about learn-
ing shorthand, and told me he was well pleased with the notion,
and would learn, and we were to breakfast with him on Saturday
morning at nine o'clock. I came about nine to my chamber;
Leycester and Clowes were gone to Wilson’s, where I followed
them, and thence we came to Clowes’s chamber, and drank
amongst us three bottles of wine, till past two o'clock. I told
them of my having been at A , which I think I should not.

chaise a man spoke to me in English. I invited him to dine with me. He shew’d me
all the fine things in the city, and brought me acquainted with a monk of the order of
the Premontres, who carryed me to his college and library, we are very magnificent ;
the library is near aslong and much broader than ours,* full of books and very valuable
antiquities. He talked Latin well; and yet I was strangely surpriz’d to find that he
was 8o far from having heard of either the little or the great Bentley, that he had
never heard of Cambridge; he did not know that England had any University besides
Oxford.+

On Wednesday I went no farther than Clermont.  On Thursday I dined at Paris,
took a handsome lodging, rejoiced that I was got safe and well to Paris, drank a
bottle of Burgundy and went to bed ; but before I had been there half an hour I was
so0 violently attack’d by the buggs that I was forced to get up and walk about my
room till it was light, then I slept about 3 hours upon 6 chairs. This vext me so that
I believe in my choler I wish’d my self at London again. However, I took courage,
and had the pleasure of secing Mr. Robinson and West that day. West carryed me
about and shew’d me many things new and surprizing, which I may perhaps mention
particularly hereafter. I went with him that night to the opera Armide, wed I like
better than ours, they never give over singing and dancing all the while: no stupid
recitat. at all. Miss Prevost’s dancing pleases me as well, shall I venture to say better,
than Mrs. Booth’s. I have been with Mr Man, and was presented by him to the Marquiss
of Blanford. But I must leave room for a little business. Tell Bryan that I have been
with Boivin the library keeper, and shall see the Plutarch’s to morrow, that I'l write
to him soon. Tell Vaillant that the banker made me come to him 3 times before T
got the mony, and (you won’t believe it, nor he, but tis true,) he made me take it all
in rascally French farthings, sous’s and liars, so that I was forced to hire a porter to
carry 3 bags of brass that made him sweat, and all this only seventy p% English;
tell Vaillant that if he does not write on purpose and order somebody to give me gold
or silver for a thousand livres of it, by all the maria Neptuni I'l never forgive him.
You'l laugh beartily, tis the most jocular thing in the world.  Prithee tell M* Bacon
and J. Ord that I'l write to them soon. Is Erskine in London still? I would have

* Trinity College Library.

+ This reminds one of the dilemma ef the Hon. R. Curzen, when he found that the Patriarch
of Censtantinople had never heard of the Archbishop of Canterbury.


























































































































































































































































































232 REMAINS OF JOHN BYROM. [1726

the chapter-house, the Bishop said, No, he would make the church a
chapter-house ; for yon must know he has a good talent at making
one thing another. But the greatest piece of news I have to send is,
that the Bishop sent for Mr. A. on Thursday last and suspended
him. The pretence was his preaching without a license, which was
uncanonical ; but no one would expect the canon to be put in execu-
tion (for it is almost obsolete) unless a Bishop had given notice of it.
And why should he fall upon Mr. A. the first out of such numbers
who want the same instrument? However, this signifies nothing to
his place. But a petition was drawn up, signed by the boroughreeve,
churchwardens, and many inhabitants, and presented last Saturday, to
which the Bishop said he would consider of it for some days. Yes-
terday he sent word to the Old Church that he would go there to-day
(for it is above a fortnight since he was there) and answer the petition,
which accordingly he did by tearing it in pieces and saying it was
signed by none but nonjurors, (though neither I, as yon may imagine,
nor, I believe, any other, had anything to do with it,) scoundrels,
and people that had no families. It is said that the Bishop had
forbid Mr. A. to print his answer to the  Reasons,” telling him it was
writing against a peer; buf for all this we are resolved to have the
three papers you know of come out some way or other, but Mr.
Cattell is desirous of having your categorical consent first, which
therefore I desire you to send by the first post to him or me. We
need fear nothing as to law ; and as to suspicions, we need not feel
them as long as we are sajfe; and therefore let us have your consent
immediately.  As to the lapse, there is nothing in it, as the lawyers
say; for alapse is when an ecclesiastical benefice is not filled by the
patron in six months, then it falls to the Bishop; if vacant six
months more, then to the Archbishop; if six more, then to the
Crown. But this is no ecclesiastical benefice; a chaplain is only a

of the authors, if not the sole one, of the tract entitled, * A Collection of Curious
Papers, containing a New Method of Reasoning by the Bishop of C r,” 4to, in
which the Bishop is ridiculed with such merciless severity. Dr. Hibbert Ware
slightingly styles it “a lampoon, for it deserves no better a name:" but be it observed
that it is a lampoon worthy of Swift.
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said, “He is a Presbyterian,” and then I said, * This man’s igno-
rance is easily accounted for; the notice for the meeting was given
publicly in the church, and it seems he never comes there. Honest
friend, if you would know these things another time, you must come
to church.” One man coming to vote, the Bishop desired him that
he might know what it was about, and he said to the man, ¢ Honest
man, are you for building up a place for divine service and the wor-
ship of God according to the Church of England, or are you not?”
Says the man, 1 am for having it as it was.” Says the Bishop,
“ He gives an evasive answer.” And then I said, ¢ It is plain enough
from his answer what the man’s mind is.”

After Mr. Chetham had left his place some time, and I saw
nothing that wanted speaking'to, I came down, somebody saying to
me, “Nay, sir, you mun stay, choose who does or who does not.”
But I said I would come again if there was any occasion. Wlhen I
was down, several came about me with, “ How do you do, lawyer ?”
and gave me thanks for speaking in favour of the town. My father
Byrom was in the Churchwarden’s seat, and they told him how I
had been talking, and he said he heard me; but I suppose he could
not hear what I said because of the noise.

1 went to look at the chapel, where I saw the wall which they
had built half way, of which the Bishop had said at the meeting to
Mr. Kenyon that according to the rules of optics the white wall
would yield more light to the aisle by the light reflecting from the
side window than the windows from the other side of the chapel did
now, which I thought a strange paradox, though.

Afterwards, Mr. Justice Chetham and the Bishop walking by the
chapterhouse, I joined them and fell into discourse about it, and to
my wonder a little, they were mighty free and answered my questions
civilly, the Bishop saying, among other things, that the chapel was
always a separate place for worship from the church; I said, “No
otherwise than ‘the other chapels were round it.” He said, “ Yes,
for there were no separate places for worship but in that chapel,” to
which T said, “If you will please to walk in here, my Lord, T will
show you the remains of an old altar.” T never observed any such
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our county of Kent. He saw her at Tunbridge Wells, and there he
lost his heart. Upon his return to London he had a dangerous
pleurisy, and was attended by Dr. Mead. He is out of danger, but
so weak that his doctor will not suffer him to make one of our num-
ber to-morrow. Parne has informed the Archbishop of Canterbury
that the library keeper’s place is void by Tom’s being Dr. and being
so long absent from his charge, and that there is a devolution to his
Grace, so that I am afraid that we must lose poor Tom.(!) We are
all going together by the ears in Trin. Coll., and I doubt not but our
council will furnish very good materials for shorthand against the
next term.

It is no news, I suppose, to you that my Lord Cumberland has
married Jug.(2) and set up an equipage of a coach and four with all
other things that belong to a gentleman. I shall stay at Cambridge
till I hear you are in London, so pray let me hear from you there.
My respects to L.[ady] Bland, Mrs. Byroms, Malyns,(3) &c. —

I am yours to command, F. Hooper.

(") Tom Bentley seems to have been universally liked. Xven the bitterest
opponents of his great uncle, Pope and Warburton excepted, had always a word of
kindness for ¢ poor Tom.”

(*) Miss Joanna Bentley, Dr. Bentley’s daughter, had just been married to Mr.
Denison Cumberland, grandson®of the learned Bishop of Peterborough.

(®) The Malyns so frequently mentioned in this volume were a family of consider-
able wealth and influence in Manchester, Richard Massey of Sale Hall in the parish of
Ashton upon Mersey, the grandson and heir of James Massey (descended lineally
from Robert de Masci, second brother of Hamo de Masci Baron of Dunham) and of
Liis wife Mary, daughter of Sir Gteorge Leycester of Toft Knt. having in 1685 settled
his large estates upon Katharine Massey, his eldest daughter, who married Robert
Malyxn of Manchester Esq. M.D.  She died anfe 1717, and Dr. Malyn died in 1727,
being succeeded by his elder son, Massey Malyn of Queen’s College Cambridge, M.B.
1710, LL.D. 1728, instituted to the family Rectory of Ashton upon Mersey in 1717
on the death of his uncle the Rev. Thomas Ellison M.A. (son of the Rev. Thomas
Ellison M.A. Rector of Ashton-under-Lync who died in 1700, having married in
January 1666 Hester, daughter of Mr. Byrom of Newton in the parish of Manchester)
and died in 1729 @®t. 42, s.p. On his monument he is styled, “hujus Ecclesiz dignis-
simi nuper Rectoris.” His brother Robert Malyn seems to have bcen an unsteady
character and to have died early: he was of Queen’s College Cambridge, B.A. 1724,
M.A. 1728, but was probably not in orders. Of their two sisters and coheiresses,
Ann, the younger, marricd in 1731 Peter Mainwaring of Manchester M.D. often
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