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“ That innovations in matters of ritual do often-
times go hand in hand with errors in doctrine has
been abundantly proved in the recent instance of

St. Saviour’s.”—The Bishop of Ripon to the Clergy
of the Ruri-Decanal Chapter of Leeds. 1851.

W. E. PAINTER, 342, STRAND, LONDON, PRINTER.

PREFACE.

s

Tug late Papal Aggression has stirred up,
from John o’ Groat’s house to the Land’s End,
such a loud and hearty Protestant outery as
has had no parallel since the glorious days of
the Reformation. This movement, on the part
of the Roman Church, has thus proved as ill-
timed for her own interest as favourable to the
cause of evangelical truth. There is, indeed,
little occasion for fear with respect to open and
avowed Popery. The gulf by which this is
separated from Protestantism is almost im-
passable, unless spanned by some artificial
structure. Such a bridge is Tractarianism,
Puseyism, Anglo-Catholicism———the preaching
of Roman doctrine and adoption of Roman
ceremonies in the bosom of the Church of
England itself. The entrance to this bridge
is most elaborately concealed by musie, paint-

ing, sculpture, architecture—the revival of me-
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dimval pageant, ceremony, and discipline—so
that it is scarcely possible for any one to ascer-
tain the precise moment at which the foot is
first set upon it. It leads, nevertheless, as
surely as insensibly, to an undue exaltation of
the Prayer Book, the denial of the right of
private interpretation of Scripture, the setting-
up of the Church in the place of Christ, the
recognition of a sacrificing priesthood ; and so,
by a certain and easy passage, to the bosom of
Papal Rome itself.

With such a bridge, courting on every side
the approach of the unwary, the Author would
have thought himself very remiss had he not
availed himself of the powerful means supplied
by the life and death of his martyred predecessor
for providing his people with a practical safe-
guard against Popery, and all which savours of
it, or leads to it. The great interest which the
announcement of the four Sermons on George
Marsh, the Martyr, excited, and the attention
with which they were listened to by overflowing
congregations, led him, in the first instance, to
hope that the circulation of them in print might,
by the blessing of God, be instrumental for good.

The demand for a second edition, in a very

PREFACE. v

short time after the publication of the first, has
not a little confirmed this hope; and has led to
the reprint being made in the shape of the pre-
sent vol(1me, which, in addition to the ¢ Martyr,”
contains a number of other Sermons, many of
them, particularly those delivered in Lent,
preached with special reference to the present
times. Whatever savours of Popery, even if it
does not end in downright apostacy to Popery;
is, as far as it savours of it; destructive of the
life of the soul. So that Tractarianism is to be
dreaded, not merely as one of the shortest and
surest ways to Rome, but as in itself directly
subversive of evangelical principle, and indirectly

conducive not a little to the spread of that

scepticism and downright infidelity which is one

of the most dangerous signs of the present times.

With the Bible interpreted by God’s Holy
Spirit for his only rule of life, and the grace of

Christ the alone Mediator to be sought for by

diligent prayer for His only help in time of need,

the humble disciple can scarcely fail of living

and dying, as his forefathers did, in the truth as

it is in Jesus, and as it is set forth in the pure

doctrine ‘and simple ritual of the Reformed

Church of Englmu].
A2
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The parish church of Deane, or, as in the
earliest existing documents it is called S%.
Mariden or St. Mary of Deane, is one of the
oldest churches in the county of Lancaster.
The place is spoken of in many old deeds con-
nected with the family of Hulton, as having
been at a very remote period the site of a cell
or oratory. A Latin deed has been lately dis-
covered in the Chartelary of Whalley Abbey,
an offshoot from the more ancient Abbey of
Stanlawe, bearing date 1st of Edward 1., A.D.
1276, in which is recorded the grant of the
glebe land by Thomas de Pierpoint ; its boun-
daries as they still -exist distinctly traced; and
trustees appointed, many of them the ancestors
of the present landowners and principal inhabi-
tants of the parish and neighbourhood. Mr.
Hulton, of Hulton Park, the chief landed pro-
prietor in the parish, whose ancestor, David
de Hulton, was one of the above-mentioned
trustees, has in his possession many curious
relics—such as old Papal indulgences, letters
from Lord Leicester to Queen Elizabeth, en-
dorsed with remarks in her own hand, and the
original silver and ebony stamp, representing
Chaos reduced to order, with which the act of
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restoration was sealed. Amongst these is an-
other and much longer Latin deed, dated 23rd
Henry VIIL, A.p., 1542, in which is recorded
the separation of the parish of Deane from the
demesne of Whalley Abbey by royal authority,
and the endowment of the chapelry with all the
rights and privileges of a parish church. Most
of the present structure was, in all probability,
erected in the reign of Henry VIL, or early in
that of Henry VIIL. But parts of the founda-
tion, possibly even parts of the structure—cer-
tainly the place itself as the site of a cell or
oratory—may be traced back as far as Edward
L, or even much earlier. The venerable yew-
tree which is shown in the annexed sketch, and
the age of which it is impossible to estimate, is
a faithful witness of the antiquity of the build-
ing, which it still continues to adorn and shade.
So many proofs of great antiquity cannot fail
of investing the parish church of Deane with

corresponding interest. It is not surprising
b

therefore, that it is regarded in the neighbour-
hood with much affection ; and that in the pa-
msh so strong is the feeling of respect, that,
notwithstanding the impossibility of collecting a
church-rate in any of the adjoining parishes,
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the fabric, as well as everything connected with
it, is maintained in the greatest possible state of
efficiency and order by an annual rate c}{epv-
fully contributed from every part of the parish.
Deane Church, however, is in possession of a
much greater charm than even its antiquity—
that, namely, which has given rise to the present
volume. For, as there is still existing in the
parish, in the possession of and inhabited by
Mr. Ainsworth, Smithills Hall, the beautiful old
house in which George Marsh, the Martyr, was
first imprisoned; so in Deane Church there
may still be seen the beautiful old carved oak
pulpit in which he preached. - The existence of
such an invaluable relic, while, even more than
the antiquity of the building itself, it com-
mands the respect and affection of Protestants,
at the same time imposes upon all the succes-
sors of the blessed Martyr a heavy additional
responsibility. May there never be wanting to
stand in that place a faithful ‘witness to the
truth as it is in Jesus! May the trumpet
blown from it never give an uncertain sound !

E. G.
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SERMON L

GEORGE MARSH, THE MARTYR OF DEANE.

PRAYER.
“He being dead, yet speaketh.”— Hebrews xi. 4.

HE is dead. He has been dead nearly three
hundred years. He once lived in this very
place. He was born in the parish of Deane,
He commenced life as a farmer ; but he “after-
wards went to the University of Cambridge,
where he studied and much inereased in learn-
ing and godly virtues. He then . became
minister of God’s holy word and s
in which condition he continued for g3 space,
earnestly setting forth God’s true religion, to
the defacing of Antichrist’s false doctrine, by
his godly readings and sermons » in this \\‘1"\,'
place. He bore a name still very common in
this neighbourhood—the name of Marsh ;
was very likely akin to some
now hstcning to me.
B

a
acraments,

and
of those who are
You will by this time




8 GEORGE MARSH :

profit of my neighbours and brethren in the
world, and obtaining of my eternal salvation by
Christ in heaven.” Think of these two Chris-
tian friends, brethren, kneeling down on the
bare ground on yonder Moor which you just
now crossed on your way to church —that Moor,
not as now enclosed and cultivated, but as it
was three hundred years ago—bare, bleak, and
lonely: think of this, brethren, and then never
deem that any either place or time is unfit for
prayer. Having, in answer to these earnest
prayers, received such guidance from above as
had quite determined him that, at a time when
the very existence of the truth was at stake, it
was his duty not to run away from the danger,
as under more ordinary circumstances might
have been allowable, but by facing it boldly
afford an unquestionable proof of the sincerity
and stedfastness of his faith, we nevertheless
find the future martyr, none the less earnestly
and by exactly the same means, preparing him-
self for the difficulties and trials which he was
well aware were now awaiting him. “ So be-
times in the morning, he says, 1 arose, and
after T had said the English Litany, as my cus-
tom was with other prayers, kneeling on my
knees by my friend’s bedside, I prepared myself
to go towards Smithills; and, as I was going
thitherward, I went into the houses of Harry
Widdows, of my Mother-in-law, of Ralph Yeton,
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and of the wife of Thomas Richardson, desiring
them to pray for me.” From Smithills he was
summoned to Lathom, at that time the residence
of the Popish Earl of Derby, concerning which-
he says; “ So the next day, which was Wednes-
day, we arose, prayed, and came to Lathom.”
The daily use of the Litany as a part of his pri-
vate devotion is a striking proof of the value
which these faithful men were wont to set on

and the comfort they were accustomed to derivé
from the incomparable Liturgy of the Reformed
Church of England. It serves to give also a
useful hint to those who complain that the ser-
yices of the Church are long and wearisome,
or fancy that they are not sufficiently plain and
pointed to form an edifying part of domestic
or private devotion. Those who, like George
Marsh, were in hourly danger of sealing their
testimony with their blood, found these prayers
neither long, wearisome, nor inapplicable ; but
very edifying and full of comfort.

George Marsh was now repeatedly examined
before the Earl of Derby and his Popish coun-
sellors at Lathom ; and afterwards at Chester,
before Dr. Cotes, the bishop of that place and a
most bigoted and persecuting Papist. In the
intervals he was imprisoned, first at Lathom, in,
as he describes the place, “a cold, windy, stone-
house, where there was very little room ; and
here I lay two nights, it was early in March,
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without any bed, saving a few great canvass
tent-cloths ; but afterwards I had a pair of
sheets but no woollen cloths, and so continued
till Palm Sunday, occupying myself as well as
I could in meditation, prayer, and study ; for
no man was suffered to come to me but my
keeper twice a day when he brought me meat
and drink.” At Lancaster he was brought up
before the court in the company of “ common
malefactors.” Christ was crucified between
thieves, and so they that confessed him were
tried in the same company. Of his imprison-
ment at Lancaster, he says, “The truth is, I
and my fellow prisoner Warburton, every day
kneeling on our knees did read morning and
evening prayer with the English Litany, every
day twice, both before noon and after, with
other prayers more.” In the course of his exa-
minations, and in the intervals between them,
he was much harrassed and perplexed by the
subtle questions and arguments of wily priests,
and by the solicitations at once of his enemies
and his friends, who both strongly pressed upon
him the expediency of denying his faith in
order to save his life, and left no stone unturned
to induce him to recant: the one, in order to
glory in his shame ; the other, out of a sincere
though mistaken affection for his person. In
these, perhaps, almost the greatest of the trials
allotted to him, he did not neglect the means

THE MARTYR OF DEANE. 11

which had already so much contributed to his
strength and confidence. To his friends he
writes from his prison at Lancaster, begging
them thus, “Pray for me, and all that be in
bonds, that God would assist us with His Holy
Spirit, that we may with boldness confess His
holy name, and that Christ may be magnified
in our bodies ; that we may stand full and per-
fect in all the will of God, to whom be all honour
and glory, world without end—Amen.” And
after his mind had been very much harrassed,
during and after one of the many examinations
to which he was subjected, by the wily questions
of his judges and the entreaties of his friends,
he says, *“ This considered, I cried more ear-
nestly unto my God by prayer, desiring Him to
strengthen me with His holy Spirit; with bold-
ness to confess Him and to deliver me from
their enticing words ; and that I were not spoiled
through their philosophy and deceitful vanity,
after the traditions of men and ordinanees of
the world, and not after Christ.” And now at
length this man of prayer—whose daily habit
having been to “ come boldly unto the throne of
grace,” had so found “grace to help him in
time of need,” that neither the arguments of
the most wily Papists could convince him, nor
the entreaties of the most affectionate friends
move him, nor threats even of faggot and fire

seduce him from ¢ holding fast the profession
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of his faith without wavering,” or frighten him
into shrinking from the “good fight of faith,”
and laying hold “on eternal life”—was given
up as hopeless, and condemned, and sentenced,
as an heretic. “So the Bishop of Chester read
out his sentence, and straight after said unto
him, ¢ Now will I no more pray for thee than
will T for a dog’ And Marsh answered that,
‘notwithstanding, he would pray for his lord-
ship”” How truly and wonderfully one of the
most lovely features in the face of the Divine
Master was here reflected in the countenance
of the poor and persecuted disciple ! * Father,
forgive them, for they know not what they do.”
“I can pray for your lordship.” The first
words were those of the blessed Jesus, in be-
half of those who not only nailed Him to the
cross, but mocked at Him in the midst of His
excruciating agonies. The others were the
prayers of a Protestant martyr for the Popish
bishop who not only sentenced him to the
stake, but in doing so added the unprovoked
insult—* Now I will no mare pray for thee
than I will for a dog.”

But the end draws near. The sentence was
passed. The stake was driven. The pile was
heaped up high around it. The sheriffs and
other officers of justice took their places. With
bills and pole-axes the ministers of the mild and
merciful decrees of Rome went to the prison in
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the North Gate of Chester to summon their
victim. “ He came with them, we read, most
humbly and meekly, with a lock upon his feet.”
Arrived at the place of execution without the
city, near to Spittle-Broughton,  kneeling down
he made his prayers.” Prayer was still his
main-stay. “ He then put off his clothes unto
his shirt, was chained unto the post, having a
number of faggots under him, and a thing made
like a firkin, with pitch and tar in the same,
over his head ; but, by reason of the fire being
unskilfully made and the wind driving the flame
to and fro, he suffered great extremity at
his death, which, notwithstanding, he bore very
patiently. Wherein this is to be noted, that
when he had been a long time tormented in the
fire without moving, having his flesh so broiled
and puffed up that those who stood before him
could scarcely see the chain wherewith he was
bound, and, therefore, supposed no less but he
had been dead: notwithstanding, suddenly he
spread forth his arms, saying, ¢ Father of heaven,
have mercy upon me;’ and so yielded his spirit
into the hands of the Lord.” « Father, into thy

hands I commend my spirit.” “ Lord Jcsus,

receive my spirit.” Such were the last words
of Christ, and of Stephen, the first to suffer for
His sake. Prayer, as we have seen, had been
throughout his eventful life the support of the
Protestant Martyr. Prayer had given him

Q
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strength in weakness, comfort in distress, light
in darkness; had, when duty was concerned,
made his ear deaf, as well to the solicitations of
friends as to the threats of enemies ; and taught
his tongue to bless them that cursed him, and
pray for them that despitefully used him and
persecuted him. Prayer, even when the faggot
and flame were actually in his sight, had robbed
of its terrors the chain which fastened him to
the stake. At length all was well nigh finished.
In the midst of tortures such as nothing but
Popish malice could have devised, and the very
mention of which makes the blood run cold, to
the everlasting shame of those who gave it to
be burned, the poor mortal body of George
Marsh remained an heap of ashes. But, carried
up more gloriously far than even in his chariot

of fire and horses of fire the prophet of old, like

I
=

his heavenly Master and the blessed Stephen,
on the wings of prayer the never-dying spirit of
the Protestant Martyr ascended to join *under
the altar the souls of them that were slain for
the Word of God, and for the testimony which
they held ” (Rev. vi. 9); and thence, “ he being
d, yet speaketh.”
Yes, brethren, he who once in this very pul-
it, a living man, spoke to your forefathers by
example, by faith, by the passages of his life just
read to you, by his own words recorded by the

historian and this evening recited by me, by his

THE MARTYR OF DEANE.

own prayer which shall presently be offered with
you, though dead, speaketh to you this night.
He speaketh to you on a very important subject,
a subject without great attention to which you
cannot possibly be prepared either to live the
life which he lived, or, if called upon, to die the
death which he died. He speaketh to you about
prayer. His words are, ““ Pray without ceasing.”
Pray in private. Pray in the family. Pray in
the congregation. Pray whenever you are in
emergency and need : for comfort when you are
in distress; for light, when you are in darkness ;
for boldness, when you are weak. Pray without
ceasing. Pray this very night. Yes, in the
very words of the Protestant Martyr himself,
which happily are still on record, and which
cannot but be dear to every inhabitant of Deane:
in George Marsh’s own words, when the hymn
is over, join with me, his successor, i

this night.
) MARTYR'S PRAYER.

O Lord Jesus Christ, who art the only phy-
sician of wounded consciences, we, miSerable
sinners, trusting in thy gracious goodness, do
briefly open to thee the evil tree of our heart,
and with all the crooks, knots, and knours. all

which thou knowest: for thou thoroughly per-




16 GEORGE MARSH, ETC.

ceivest as well the inward lusts, doubtings, and
denying thy providence, as these gross outward
sins which we commit inwardly and deadly.
Wherefore, we beseech thee, according to the
inward measure of our infirmity, although we
be far unable and unapt to pray, that thou
would mercifully circumcise our stony hearts,
and for those old hearts create new within us,
and replenish us with a new spirit, and water us
and moisten us with the juice of heavenly grace
and wells of spiritual waters, whereby the in-
ward venom and noisome juice of the flesh may
be dried up, and custom of the old man changed,
and our hearts, always bringing forth thorns
and briars to be burned with fire, from hence-
forth may bear spiritual fruits in righteousness
and holiness, unto life everlasting. Amen.

SERMON II.

GEORGE MARSH, THE MARTYR OF DEANE.

THE BIBLE.
“ He being dead, yet speaketh.”—Hebrews xi. 4.

OuRr parting prayer, brethren, on Sunday eve-
ning last, was in the words of George Marsh the
Martyr himself. Plain, simple, unstudied, and
unaffected, but at the same time, from the deep
strain of devotion and humility in which it was
expressed, eloquent and heart-stirring, such as
saints might well utter, angels echo, and the
Son of God Himself, the Almighty Intercessor,
carry to the foot of the throne of grace, was this
prayer of the faithful Protestant Martyr. Psalm
xxxix. 3, “ My heart was hot within me: while
I was musing, the fire burned ; then spake 1
with my tongue.” This was the spirit in gvhich
that beautiful prayer was conceived. What,
then, in the case of George Marsh, produced
that hearty, earnest, affectionate, spirit? What

is likely to produce the same state in us? Hear

the Martyr’s own words on this subject, written




e ———— T —

18 GEORGE MARSIH:

immediately before the prayer itself. « Beloved,
he says, amongst other exercises, 1 do daily on
my knees use this confession of sins, will ing and
exhorting you to do the same, and daily acknow-
ledge untclwnedl\ to God your unbelief, un-
thankfulness, and disobedience against Him.
This shall ye do, he adds, if ye will diligently
consider and look oulscl\o\ first in the pure
glass of God’s Cmmnm\.mu,u, and there see
your outw ard filthiness and uncleanness, and so
learn to vanquish the same, that is,to w it, to fall
in hearty displeasure ag: ainst sm, and thereby
bo 1»10\0‘.\00 to long '1ch Christ” Here, then,
the secret spring of earnestness in prayer. A
lon“'n‘.“‘ after Christ is 1~1o‘->kud by a hearty
displeasure against sin. This arises from a
conviction of per sonal fi ‘::"incs.\‘ and unclean-
ness, and a desire to vanquish the same. All
arve produced by a diligent looking at ot urselves
in the pure glass of ( tod’s commandments. In
other words;in order to be earnest in yta:.u,v;v
must be dilige 1‘t readers of our Bibles. And it
1N
I

ject, the diligent use nm.ﬂ\ of

is on this sub
God’s written nm\l that I intend, by citing a
few passages from his life, to endeavour to make
George Marsh the Martyr, though
speak to you a few living words this evening

It was his desire of “ Godly St udies ” that first
led the Martyr, as we heard last Sunday, to quit
the much more profitable occupa wtion of a far-
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mer for prcpm’ution for holy orders at the
University of Cambridge. We have already
heard him tell us, during his 11\11)1‘1sonmcnt at
Lancaster, 1 and my fellow prisoner, Warbur-
ton, every day kneeling on our knees, ¢ did read
Morning and Evening Prayer, with the English
Litany every day twice, both before moon and
after, with other prayers more. » e adds, “And
also read every day cer tain chapters of the
Bible, commonly t»\\(nda m"llt The diligence
of his habit of reading the Holy Scriptures 1S
further apparent from his .11\\”\\‘5 appealing to
them as his sole and ‘\‘1‘11nount autnmlt\ for
either believing or not hlu\xn<‘ any doctrine, or
adopting or not ad upm y any purtlcul ' course
of conduct. I answ vered,” he said, in one of
his examinations 1duxc the Earl of Derby, «1
believe in God the Father, the Son, and the
Holy Ghost, according as the Scriptures of the

)
0Old and New Testaments do teach.” I an-

swered,” he said, on another occasion, “my faith
in Christ, conceived by His Holy Word, I neither
could nor would deny, alter, or change, for any
living creature whatsoever he were.” Again,
when asked by his friends to recant for the sake
of his life, he says, “ Again I answered that I

believed and leaned only to the Scriptures, not

j‘.ul;,;mg' things 1\)‘ I)l'l,}ﬁ‘L‘CllL} or adversity.” On

another oc¢ecasion, he says, I answered, for my
learning I acknowledge myse If to know nothing
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but Jesus Christ, even Him that was crucified ;
and that my faith was grounded upon God’s Ho]y,
Word only, and such as I doubted not pleased
God, and as I would stand in at the last day,
God assisting me.” And again, when 1)1‘055(:<1
on the subject of denying the cup to the laity, he
declares, “ Wherefore, if I could be 1»(*1'511;1(1(-11
in my conscience by God’s Word that it were
well done, I could gladly yield on this point.”
George Marsh had evidently read God’s Word
with the careful, diligent, persevering, but hum-
ble spirit of one who, to use the words of Article
vi,, believed that “ Holy Scripture containeth al]
things necessary to salvation: so that whatso-
ever is not read therein, nor may be proved
thereby, is not to be required of any man. that
it should be believed as an article of thc(t;aith
or be thought requisite or necessary to 5211\‘21»’
tion.” ;

Such being the case, we shall not be surprised
to find the Martyr, in his letters to his various
friends, exhorting them to a diligent reading of
the Holy Scriptures, and making a careful use
of them, as a test of the truth or falsehood of
the doctrine which they heard preached. “ The
weapon of a Christian in this matter (he says)
ought to be ‘the sword of the Spirit,’ \\'hicl; 1S
the Word of God.” And again, ¢ Christ ear-
nestly warneth us to beware of false prophets

who come t¢ s i ot T
to us in sheep’s clothing, but
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inwardly are ravening wolves: by their fruits
ye shall know them. The fruits of the pro-
phets is their doctrine: in this place are we
Christians taught that we should try the
preachers, and others that come under colour
of setting forth true religion unto us, according
to the saying of St. Paul, ¢ Try all things, and
choose that which is good:’ also, the Evange-
list St. John saith, ¢ Believe not every spirit, but
prove the spirits whether they be of God or not,
for many false prophets are gone out into the
world.” Therefore, if thou wilt know the true
prophets from the false, try their doctrine at the
true touchstone, which is the Word of God: and,
as the godly Thessalonians did, search ye the
Scriptures,whether those things that be preached
be even so or not: for else by the outward con-
versation of them ye may be easily deceived.”
Here was recommended no withholding of the
Scriptures—no reserve even in reading them.
Here was no denial to the laity of the right of
private interpretation—that is, of endeavouring,
with God’s blessing, with such ability as He had
vouchsafed to them, to come at a right under-
standing of God’s Word, and test by it the
doctrines which their ministers preached to
them.

George Marsh, however, did not think that
the duty of Christians, as regards the Word of
God, ended with diligently using and reading it
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themselves. Matthew p I I Freely ye have
received, freely give.” On this principle he
urged his friends to make known the Word of
God to all with whom they had any conversa-
tion or influence, Now, to the extracts from the
letter of the Martyr which I am about to read
to you on this head, T beg your more earnest
attention, because the letter is one addressed to
the then inhabitants of Deane—Jenkin Cromp-
ton, James Lever, Ellis Hogg, Ralph Bradshaw,
and Ellis Crompton—names all of them still
familiar amongst you, some of whom are with-
out doubt the descendants of the « well-beloved
in Christ” above-mentioned, to whom the letter
is addressed :—% Ang though all men for the
most part defile themselves with the wicked tra-
ditions of men, and ordinances after the world
and not after Christ, yet do ye after the exame
ple of Tobit, Daniel and his three companions,
Matthias and his five sons, be at a point with
Yourselves, that ye will not be defiled with the
unclean meats of the heathen, I mean the filthi-
ness of idolatru* and the very heathenish cere-
monies of the Papists ; but, as true worshippers,
serve ye God in spirit and in truth according to
His sacred Scriptures ; which I could wish and
will you above all things continually and reve-
rently, as both St. Paul and Christ command
you, to search an(g read, with the wholesome
monitions of the same to teach, exhort, comfort.
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and edify one another, andf )'1(1}11' brlcti;x’i(;lgr;ﬁllt
neighbours, now in time of t ns. our ; :
cal;ti\'if)' and great stz(lrvixltio\l\lv ()lflsoxll;;utlllfl()olﬁ,bl:
rant of the food of God’s Word. 7 -
::(;lt11§>11t that the merciful Lord, \\'110‘113;(11*1 10)11]?]
mised to be with us even unto the wor tiored,
and that wheresoever t}\'o ().Liltll)n'(:*c ?ﬁcglriid;t w
together in His name He will be 11? e
: ill assist you and teach you e 15
Itrlll;::i]:\_ffls of the sacred 801'iptul"es,V\\'lllltl‘\cteﬁ)
you fro;n all errors and lead you into al 1.u ;
-as He hath faithfully promised.” ;\n(l‘ ag:luixgi—'
¢ Make provision for your houschuld;, C-llthi
that they may be instructed and "cuutC; 1t ir i
law of .God. Bring up your children m“ 2
nurture and information of the Lo1.'d', ‘:m('l t‘mc 1
them, even as the godly parents of Tobias 1:111}‘
Susa{mah did their children, even fr(m.l‘ 1t, 101}:
infancy, 1o reverence God according to Illbv ,Ll;-‘ill
So th:)ruughly did the l’rotcs.t:mt A\Izl}‘t))x,‘a.cv
the truth of that which is \\'1‘1&0}1, 1 Peter lf?
10:—*“ As every man hath received the ‘gl t,
even so minister the same one to an‘othel:’as
good stewards of the manifold grace of Goa &
¢ Diligent as we have soo.n Marsh was 111-‘t e
rc:ulin:-' of the Holy Secriptures, :th1 :111‘.\1‘ufls‘
that the knowledge of them should be as mlle‘b
possible spread abroad, he \\'.;1,<, nevorthelﬁ:?
none the less urgent in impressing upon ulﬁL'\.lt 1
whom he had conversation, that knowledge with-
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out practice was nothing worth, « Read (he
says) the parable of the sower, and among other
things note and mark that the most part of the
hearers of God’s Word are but hypocrites, and
hear the word without any fruit or profit, yea,
only to their great condemnation : for only one-
fourth part of the seed brings forth fruit.” * And
again : ¢ Wherefore, my dearly beloved, receive
the Word of God with meekness, that is grafted
in you, which is able to save your souls. And
see that ye be not forgetful hearers, deceiving
your own selves with sophistry, but doers of the
word, whom Christ doth liken to g3 wise man,
who buildeth his house on a rock, that when
the rain descended, and the floods came and
beat upon that house, and the winds blew, it fell
not, because it was founded upon a rock: this
is when Satan, with al] his legions of devils,
with all their subtle suggestions, and the worlgd
with all the mighty princes thereof, with thejr
crafty councils, do t'ul'iuusly rage against us, we
faint not, but abide constant in the truth, being
founded upon a most sure rock, which is Christ,
and the doctrine of the Gospel, against which
the gates of hell, that is, the power of Satan,
cannot preyail,” « They only (he afterwards
adds) recejye the Word of God who do believe
it, and also frame their lives after it, and be
ready to suffer g manner of adversity for the
name of the Lord, a¢ Christ and the apostles

DEANE 25
THE MARTYR OF DEANE.

did, and as all that will live godly in Chris
i > But it is useless to quote more

>
Jesus must do. S o
of the blessed Martyr’s words on this ?1(:1(1. .
» ¢ kness, patience, an
m life sath, the meekness, |

own life and death, -
i > trials anc

perseverance with which he bore all the trials a

resisted all the temptations 'to \.\'111('11 hcl\\ a:tl(]}:;
posed, the courage with \\'hlch.ln the ‘(‘nl( ,\ 1](3ib]e
than give up one jot or one fltth,‘. “‘f, t(:(?r )POO;-
he embraced a cruel death, are L .\tu‘mi( tl_ i
than anything which he ever said Tn‘ \]\1(1).31“:{1-
afford, that he felt the f'll}l value ({f tn]u “1 (. %1_(, (Of
tion, Romans ii. 13— For 1}j)t the u](uf ; 2
the law are justified before .(.erl,w but t 1c. ,(;(.)L;
of the law shall be justified ;” and by these ;
being dead, yet speaketh.’ i ki i
Last Sunday, brethren, George Mars l,Tl 7
Martyr, spoke to you about prayer. ,, ‘his
1ol t he speaks to you about a 119' 1055'111.1-
i ! 3ible. Pope Pius IV, in
portant subject—the ])11)15. of s,
1564, in the creed which is (‘i.l“c‘(l by his na s
and is still considered its !n.'mmpal andy mf)f1
authoritative confession of faith by tlm (,limtr‘l
of Rome, proclaimed as i<>11n\.\'f:~ T'he dplu;‘
tolic and ecclesiastical traditions, u‘ml other
observances and constitutions of the Church, do
I ﬂr‘m'xlv admit and confess. Also the .slacre(l'
Scriptures, according to that sense \\111@1110;111
holy mother the Church .h;tth ]u‘»ldon and d 0‘1
hold, whose office it is to ,]u‘dg'.e of the true S(‘ll.a(?
and interpretation of Holy Seriptures,do I admit:
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neither will I ever receive and expound it but
according to the uniform consent of the fathers.”
So spake Pope Pius IV. S, “he being dead,
yet speaketh :” speaketh, I fear, to the ruin of
countless thousands to whom, on this principle,
while the traditions of men are heaped upon
them, not merely the right of intm'px'otiu;; the
Bible, but even the Bible itself, is denied. A
Protestant Bishop the other day advised his
clergy to walk in “the broad and plain paths
marked out in the inspired Word of God.” <« ]
know of no broad and plain path marked out in
God’s inspired Word,” was the reply of a Trac-
tarian clergyman, Pope Pius, you see, in his
creed, not only declared the Church and the
fathers to be the only authorized expounders of
the Bible, but put the traditions of the Church

before the Bible, as to this day is done by every

Roman priest. And in our Church the Trac-

tarian tells you that the paths of God’s Word

are neither broad nor plain: that while they

must be reserved from the many, it is only a few

that are fit to tread in them, and they not by

thomsol\'cs, but only with the assistance of g

priest, as he calls him. So speak the Pope and

the Tractarian, But what “being dead, yet

speaketh,” the Protestant H;l]‘tyx‘ ? He speaketh

quite another Speech. He says: The Bible is

the Book, the first, the best, the Book of all

books. He Says : The Bible first- -then, but :

01

o
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1 1e traditions of men.
an immeasurable distance, the traditions o %5
] i : ead 1
He says: Read the Bible, you cannot read
mu Jelieve nothing, except

o much. He says: Xorp
y He says: Use no

: i g

what is written in the Bible. o 9
reserve: it is a broad way enough for a S

¢ . . i } C stake

paths in it are so plain that none can Inlbt}n\t
He says: Not only read the Bible, bu

o John xii. 48, The word that I

; g
live the Bible. ord | 7
judge n the
have spoken, the same shall judge him 1.
; 3 > SR T,
last day.” So, brethren, your fellow p‘uxshlum},
ast day. 3 0% Jlee ]
George Marsh, the Protestant Martyr, though
el So by a most

dead, speaketh to you this night. o =
significant action he spake, as he walked towa
(=}

the fire which, by consuming his body, set %115:
immortal spirit free on its flight to Leaven. 1101
we read, “So he went all the way unto his
death, with his Book,” that book, I doubt nU’E:
his Bible, “ in his hand, looking upon the same.




SERMON III.

GEORGE MARSH, THE MARTYR OF DEANE

THE PROTEST,
“ He being dead, yet speaketh.”— F7ebreus xi. 4.

WHEN we parted with our dear friend George
Marsh, on Sunday last, it wag « with hj
book in his hand, looking upon the
Have your Bibles since then been much in your
hands, more, perhaps, than they were wont to
be ? Have you looked more carefully, are you
day by day intending, God being )'4;111' hel;
to look more carefully into the Book of 1
If not, you are not worthy

his

same.”

per,
)00ks ?
descendants or fel-
low-parishioners of George Marsh, the Martyr.
George Marsh’s Bible was not on the n?ut'h".
covered with a week’s or a tln'tnight’s dust. Tt
was not hoarded Up amongst the holiday
clothes. It had not to he sought for when i'r

was wanted. It was ip his hand, and he looking

upon 1t. And 4 glorious privilege it

is, bre-
thren—the most precious of all our Protestant
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privileges—that we have the Bible now in our
native tongue—no longer so scarce a volume
as to be chained, as it was in George Marsh’s
time, to the desk of the parish church, but a
Bible for every man ; and every man, but by his
own fault, able to look into it. The Bible, the
whole Bible, and nothing but the Bible, the
touchstone of doctrine, the rule of lifo—s Holy
Scripture containeth all things necessary to sal-
vation ; so that whatsoever is not read therein,
nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required
of any man that it should be believed as an arti-
cle of faith, or be thought requisite or necessary
to salvation” (Art. vi). So George Marsh,
being dead, yet spake to us last Sunday night.
It was for stoutly standing by this same speech
three hundred years ago that he lost his life,
To-night I intend him to tell us what were the
chief things which were required of him as arti-
cles of faith and necessary to snlvutiun——\\‘hich,
had he acknowledged, he might even at the last
moment have received a free pardon—which he
tried by the touchstone of Holy Seripture, and
not finding them therein, died rather than cease
to protest against them, « He being d ad, yet
speaketh.”

[. The first, then, of the four questions
which were proposed to him, and on his answers
to which his life depended was, « Whether the
mass, now used in the Church of England, was

o
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according to Christ’s institution, and with faith,
reverence, and devotion, to be heard and seen ?”
His observation upon this first question is, “The
first I denied.” Here it must be explained that
the mass in the Romish Church is the service
for the celebration of that which we call the
Lord’s Supper; but they of that Church, as
will appear presently from the consideration of
the second question, the offering up of the body
and blood of Christ. The mass is always sang
or intoned in a low voice in the Latin language,
and with such a prodigious number and variety
of ceremonies, postures, genuflexions, crossings,
ablutions, lifting up of hands and eyes, and other
histrionic gestures, all accurately described and
authoritatively ordered by the canon of the
mass, as fill four whole pages in the large folio
edition of Fox’s “Book of Martyrs.” For
example, I will quote a few lines of these four
folio pages of directions :— Here let the priest
lift up his hands and join them together, and
afterwards wipe his fingers—here let him lift
up his eyes—here let him bow down, and after-
wards erect himself up a little—here let him
touch the host—here let him bow himself—
here let him lift up the chalice a little—here
let him lift the chalice to his breast—here let
him set down the chalice again and rub his fin-
gers over the chalice. Then let him lift up his
arms and cover the chalice. Then let him lift
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up his arms crosswise, his fingers being joined

” g | & is George Marsh
together,” &c. Now, of all this George Ma

speaks thus—* He asked what offended me 1n
I answered, the whole mass offended

the mass ?
me: first, because it was ina strange language,
whereby the people were not edified, COI}FI‘(}]‘)'
to St. Paul’s doctrine CICol. xiy. 8)..:%" Bo#
if the trumpet give an uncertain s(’)unil, \.vhu
shall prepare himself for the battle? So like-
wise ye, except ye utter by the tongue words
easy Lto be understood, how shall it be known
what is spoken # And because of the nmni.fuld
and intolerable abuses and errors contained
therein contrary to Christ’s priesthood and
sacrifice.” So spake George Marsh on the
mass—* I deny it,” he said.

II. The second question which was proposed
to George Marsh was, “ Whether the Ahnighty,
by the words pronounced by the priest, did
ciuxngc the bread and wine, after the words of
the consecration, into the body and blood of
Christ, whether it were received or reserved ?”
This question referred to the doctrine of tran-
substantiation, in which the Papists teach that,
by the prayer of the priest, the bread and wine
ixl the Lord’s Supper are changed into the actual
body and blood of our blessed Lord and Saviour

.]c,\‘us Christ; and in which originate manifold
other corruptions, such as the adoration of the
host or victim as the elements are then called ;

a2
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the esteeming the offering of it a repetition of

Christ’s atoning sacrifice for sin ; the reserving
(=]

It, carrying 1t in processions, and a variety of

other less important superstitions. “The second
'—n.amcly, the above question on transubstan-
tiation, Marsh says—I answered as I did to
my Lord before, and as is above written.” 'The
previous answer here referred to is as follows—
."I answered, I believed that whosoever accord-
ing to Christ’s institution did- receive the holy
sacrament of Christ’s body and blood, did c-uvt
and drink Christ’s body and blood, with all
the benefits of His death and resurrection, to
their eternal salvation; for Christ, said I, is
ever present with His sacrament. Then ilSi((‘tl
they me whether the bread and wine, by virtue
of the words pronounced by the pricsut. were
changed into the flesh and blood of Cln'isf ; and
that the sacrament, whether it were I'L‘(}ci":,'ii or
reserved, was the very body of Christ? Where-
unto I made answer, I knew no further than I

had shown already ; for my knowledge is im-
perfect, said I, desiring them not t(: ask me
such hard and unprofitable questions.” In an-
other examination before the Popish Bishop of
Chester, “he utterly denied transubstantiation.

and allowed not the abuse of the mass.” And ixi

one of his letters he writes as follows—¢ Thev

sin willingly who of a set malice and pm'no\-:x

do withhold the truth in unrighteousness luml

MARTYR OF DEANE.

against the manifest and open
h, although they do perfectly
is no other

lying, kicking
known truth whic
know that in all the world there .
sacrifice for sin but only that all-sufficient sacri-
death, yet notwithstanding they

fice of Christ’s
will not commit themselves wholly unto it; but
rather despise it, allowing other sacrifices for
sin invented by the imagination of man, as we
see by daily experience ; unto whom, if they
abide still in their wickedness and sin, re-
maineth a most horrible and dreadful judg-
ment.” So spake George Marsh on the subject
of transubstantiation. He spake pretty much
as our Articles spouk:——“'l‘rzmsubstantiation, or
the change of the substance of bread and wine
in the Supper of the Lord, cannot be proved by
holy writ; but is repugnant to the plain words
of Scripture, overthroweth the nature of a
sacrament, and hath given occasion to many
superstitions. The body of Christ is given,
taken, and eaten in the Supper, only after a
heavenly and spiritual manner ; and the mean
whereby the body of Christ is received and
eaten in the Supper is faith. The sacrament
of the Lord’s Supper was not by Christ’s ordi-
nance reserved, carried about, lifted up or
worshipped * (Art. xxviii). And again: “The
offering of Christ, once made, is that perfect re-
demption, propitiation, and satisfaction for all
the sins of the whole world, both original and
actual ; and there is none other satisfaction for
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sin but that alone. Wherefore the sacrifice of

mnsses', in the which it was commonly said that
tihc lprltcst Idid offer Christ for the quiwck and the
dead, to have remission of pai » guilt we
blasphemous fables and Odalll?ﬁ'lcl*]ro(l)llsgulIlt ; C“r’(’?
(Art. xxxi). g e
IIL The third question which was put to
Mar.sh was, “ Whether the lay people ought to
receive but under the form of bread onli and
E}}at tl}c one kind was sufficient for thuo’m (i
To this he says, “I answered that the lay
people by Christ’s institution ought to recei(vz:
under .both kinds, and that it suf’:i}ccth not them
to receive under the one kind only.” In another
place he said, “ Christ’s institution was plain
that all men should drink of the cup.”’ 'J“his
great abuse, so manifestly opposed to Christ’s
mx"n'words (Matt. xxvi. 27), “Drink ve all of it.”
originated in the great fundamon”t:ll error ;f
transubstantiation. For the wine being once
pronounced to be the actual blood of Cl?rist it
soon came to be thought better to deny it
altogether to the laity, than run the loasturidc
of spilling so holy and precious an elcmm;t
Q&this head our Art. xxx. speaks as followsf
“The cup of the Lord is not to be denied t(;
the lay people ; for both the parts of the Lord’s
sacrament, by Christ’s ordinance and com-
n.mndment, ought to be ministered to all Chris-
tian men alike.” :

IV. The fourth and last question put to the
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« Whether confession to the priest,
as godly and neces-

Martyr was,
as now used in England, w
sarv?’ To this he replied, “ That, though

CODfGSSiOH {1111"10111111‘ was a COll\'ClllOllt means to

instruct the rude people, yet it was not neces-
sary nor commanded of God.” The necessity
of auricular and compulsory confession of sins
to a priest in order to receive absolution, as a
duty commanded by God and in nowise to be
neglected, George Marsh altogether denied.
Had he been as fully aware, as the world in
general is now, of the horrible consequences of
auricular confession as practised in the Roman
Church; of the diabolical character of the ex-
amination proposed to the person confessing ; of
the awful sins often suggested by and even
committed in consequence of such sort of ex-
aminations, it is probable that the Martyr would
have spoken on this head in even stronger lan-
guage than he did. He would have seen that
the only safe, because the only scriptural, course
in this matter, is that adopted in her Visitation
Service by the Reformed Church of England
where a voluntary confession of such sins as
trouble the conscience is invited, but not pre-
seribed as a necessary duty; and still less wrung
out by a process of examination calculated to
suggest many an evil thought never before en-
tertained. “I acknowledge my sins unto thee,”
is the language of the Psalmist unto God:
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Psalm xxxii, 5. ¢
m: ! n A\’?}n. 9. “Confess your faults one to
13 c; 1er,” 1s the recommendation of James v. 16
u N r 2T 3 — = : f . )
: 1.0:1\ here in Holy Scripture is the peremp-
ory order » R
ory order of the Roman Church written. “Con-
fess to the priest.” ’
Such wer ( ; i
o were the four questions, on his answers
o w uch the life of George Marsh depe
ity g arsh depended.
Such were the bold ¢
o bold and uncompromising answers
‘\v e 't . . . 3
; ”Cdl.he gave, signing with his own hand his
areg v
t'tL; ful doom, rather than by one jot or one
1 t ol v . - . " 7
: G(, {duhl ;0 or diminish from the written Word
L) O ¥ T arte 3 1§
n other parts of his life and writinos
we find censure incider .
" e incidentally passed in the same
undaur y :
: ltO’d spirit upon other corruptions and
lum'mcrlcs of the Church of Rome. Thus he
says In one place, T i i A
. b place, “The bishop being at Lan
aster, there se ¢ ‘ ~
g tere set up and confirmed all blasphe-
nous idolatry, as holy water casting
v o

] ' procession
gadding, matins ing. i !
g, s mumbling, mass hearing, idols

setting- ith suc i
g-up, with such heathenish rites forbidden

by God; 0 G
i : d‘. but no Gospel preaching, which Christ
x0d’s Son, so earnestly commanded.”

gy i : In ano-
place he speaks of those *“who with all
probability of words i 4 e
e y of words and philosophy, or worldly
“.1; el \. [ 1 iy ‘ X
sdom and deceitful vanity, after the tradition
Y e trad S

of men : he : i
and the beggarly ordinances of the

wor t hri
orld, but not after Christ. as it were

: all si

all sing-
ing > S ' {
g one song, went about to t

Y g persuade hi C
submit himself to ] ) of lr
S 0 the Church of Rome and tc

)

acknowledge the Po
ge the Pope to be the head thereof
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t the Scriptures none otherwise
than that Church did; with many such like
arguments and persuasions of fleshly wisdom.

: « The glory of Christ’s

and to interpre

In another place he says,
Church, I see it well, doth not stand in the har-
monious sound of bells and organs; nor yet in
s and copes; neither in

s and lights, as the

the glistening of mitre i
the shining of gilt image
Papists do judge it; but in continual labours
and daily afflictions for His name’s sake.” Such
sentiments as these, though, as has been before
observed, they form no part of the examination
which led to the martyrdom of George Marsh,
are nevertheless peculiarly valuable at this pre-
sent season, when the imitation of such like
Roman mummeries as are here condemned, in
the very bosom and by the ministers of the
Church of England itself, is fraught with danger
infinitely greater and more certain than any
which is likely to "arise from Papal Rome.
Against the mass, then against transubstan-
tiation—against denying the cup to the laity —
against auricular confession—against mumme-
ries and superstitions of all sorts, kinds, and
descriptions, George Marsh, the Martyr, though
dead, yet, with a voice almost as searching as
the flame which separated his perishing body
from his immortal soul, speaketh to us assem-
bled here this night.
Q
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38 GEORGE MARSH :
First, he speaketh to me
interval of three hundred years, hi
the pastor of the flock of Jesus Christ in this
parish of Deane, Yea, he speaketh to me. From
“under the altar,” from amongst ¢
them that were slain for the Word of God, and
for the testimony which they held,” Rey. vi. 9

S successor as

2

I seem even now to hear the blessed Martyr’s
voice. He sees m , as I this night stand where
three hundred years ago he stood himself, He

being dead, yet speaketh unto us,

He says to
me, “ Come out from among them, and be thoy
Séparate and touch not the unclean thing,” Cpr.,
vi. 17. Draw not nigh to Rome, no not even in
things indifferent, Thine own soul, the souls
of thy people, depend upon whether thou art 5
faithful minister and witness or not. Perish
rather thy body in the flames, as mine perished
than risk eternal burning for them !
distance from « the mother of harlots
minations of the earth,” Z
beguile thee with her blandishments. Keep far
even from the brink of the whirlpool, lest it suck
thee in! Flee from every thing Romish ! Canst
thou in thy ministrations add to the simple
ritual of the Church of England, for the celebra-
tion of the Supper of the Lord, Romish pomp
and ceremony ? Canst thoy add eredence tables.
¢ ’!):mg'vs of posture, ab

Keep at a
and abo-
tev. xvii, d, lest she

lutions, lifting up of hands

—to me, after an

the souls of

oy
THE MARTYR OF DEANE, od
i ssions and
and eyes, bowings and crzs&agis, Eifﬁsrtlcgz -
like? Canst thou do this o
is::}'thvsclf insensibly persuaded, and le(u.llllljﬁ :llli
ﬂoack ‘;o become persuaded of mufc{cll, pc:n,{sls i
time, of all the dcaldly (EOCt:l‘::;;iOII;y ;0, A
i ¢ing almost u
L‘::,Eg‘inilo ?1‘11:(? as a Saviour mthci f.h:m‘ El—lf
means of access to the only one bnxtc:: .bm
without regarding thyself, not as. a mimaChL,mh
a mediator?—and seating the bride, t he ol :
: n the throne of the heavenly Bridegroom ?
‘Il)pot thou dare to sing the very same song tlm.t,
P;)Sists sing ? Dost thou dare, li’ftl.o\ IL\a 1thfm 11
like the Roman priest t‘hou 11]1111:5t?;0‘:1 Oucldi(_
strange tongue, to stand 1.11 the' W‘a) 0 tlt(‘rin“,
fication of the people by intoning or mu “:] ~ ﬁ
in a low voice those eloquent prayers, in ‘,,‘ui
it was intended that all should join in :11»1{‘1 (_),:lcbl_,
ing the Throne of Grace? Dost ‘tllf)‘u (1(1} e, lx
in;itating almost heathen mummoru?s and l>up< -
stitions;to lead men’s m‘inds away from t 1g 1'»11.(,
thing needful? The vain traditions and 71011( ’1:
n:m;cs of men, which, rather tl{;m acknowlec ‘L%
to be the Word of God, 1 perished at yonder
stake—with these dost thou presume to tam-
per ?—So, being dead, my martyred predecessor,
brethren, even now speaketh to me. Marvel
not at my earnestness, when I have 511'('11 a
testimony ringing in my ears. I hear it. I




10 GEORGE MARSH:

exceedingly fear ang quake. ] pray God, that,
like George Marsh, I may never know anything
amongst you save Christ crucified,

He speaketh to me. Yet not to me alone.
To you, brethren, this night, as on former
nights, he likewise speaketh. He says, use dili-
gently, while you have them, your Protestant
privilogcs.’ The simple worship of this house
of prayer, offered without pomp to the Throne
of Grace, attend it! The beautiful Liturg}' of
the Church of England plnin]y pPrayed, with
heart and soy] and voice, join in it! The Sup-
per of the Lord, simply and unpretendingly
offered as g means of grace, receive it I
(says George Marsh) we hunger and thirst
after rightwusnvsr;, let us resort unto His table,
for He is g most liberal feast-maker, He bid-
deth, willeth, and calleth for guests who hunger
and thirst, Come, saith He, all You that labour

and are laden, and I wil] refresh you, cool, and

ease you, and you shall find regt unto your

souls.”  Vain it is for the minister to keep
clear of Roman Superstition unlegg the people,
by a diligent use of them, show their value for
Protestant privileges. I take God to witness,
brethren, it is 10 vain boast, that, sooner
than willingly lead one single soul amongst
you astray from “the truth as it is in Jesus,”
[ would perish at the stake at which my pre-
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sus, grant that
» perished. O Lord Jesus, grant
decessor peri: ; Marsh, being dead,
the words which George Marsh, 8 ¥
\ ¥ repl S
1 my flock and myself this
has spoken both to n ; sy
Mo, { 1 coming to judge
1ight, may before thy second co g i
night, may \ : s ¥
the world, by the operation of thy Holy Sj ;
3 ’ 3 ¢ Ca1 ) 2QQ )‘bl|ﬁlx'~'
it, assist in making me a “faithful messeng
I'it, assist e g g
and my hearers an ‘“ acceptable people.
res 1) C -




SERMON

GEORGE MARSH,

‘“ He being dead, yet speaketh.”—Hebrews xi. 4.

¢ GoD at this present, here in England, hath His
fan in His hand, and after His great harvest,
whereinto these years past He hath sent His
labourers, is now sifting the corn from the chaff,
and purging His floor, and ready to gather the
wheat into His garner, and to burn the chaff
with unquenchable fire.” So spake George
Marsh three hundred years ago.

dead, he yet speaketh to us this night. So pre-

So, being
sent times and circumstances speak, almost as
loudly and as clearly as those three hundred
years ago. We were told by the Martyr him-
self last Sunday what, under these trying cir-
cumstances, he did ; and thence, I trust, learned
what we ought to do. He took the Bible and
proved the doctrine, and at once rejected all
which was not found therein: the mass,

and
every thing connected with it or leading

to it.
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To-night the blessed Martyr shall himself un-
fold to us the secret workings of his own mind,’
the weakness of the flesh, the w ish to avoid the
bitter cup, the wavering purpose, the sources of
strength and consolation, the gradually in-
creasing firmness and determination, the bold
assertion of truth, the disregard alike of the
solicitations of friends and the threatenings of
enemies, and at length, even at the eleventh
hour, the refusal of life at the cost of apostacy.
« He being dead, yet spea aketh.”

« They advised and counselled me,” he speaks
of his friuld: “ to depart and flee the country.”
Considering the awful character of the doom
which he was prettv sure to draw down upon
himself by remaining it is no wonder that he
adds, “To those C()dll\\,l\ my weak flesh would
gladly have consented, but my spirit did not
agree ;” and “ I was thus, with their advice and
counsel, and the cogitations and counsels ot my
own mind, drawn as it were divers ways.” It
was then that, as before related, he consulted
with one of his friends on Deane Moor, “not,
as he describes it, without hearty prayer,
kneeling on our knees;” and, as if in answer to
that earnest supplication, after a night of “ill-
rest,” early the next morning was permitted by
God, who can raise up wise and faithful friends
as well as the c<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>