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TO THE READER.
et

THE enfuing Letter concerning TOLERATION,.
firf? printed in Latin, in the year 1689, in. Holland, 1vas
Jfoon tranflated both into Dutch and French.  So general
and [peedy an approbation may therefore b{.(ztak 1s fa-
wourable reception in England. - I think, indeed, there is
no nation under heaven, in which Jo much has already
been faid upon that fubjeéd, as ours. But yet certainly
there is no people that fland in more need of g@w’ng fome-
thing further both faid and dene.amongfl them, in this.
point, than we do.

Our government has not only been partial in matters
of religion ; but thofe alfo who have fuffered under that
partiality, and hatve therefore endeavoured by their wri-

* tings to wundicate their own rights and liberties, have for

the moft part deme it upon narrow principles, fuited only
10 the interefls of their own fells. :

This narrownefs of [pirit, on all fides, bas undoubted-
by been the occafim of our miferies and confufions. But
whatever has been the occafion, it is now bigh time to feck
Jor a thorough cure. We have need of more generous re-
medies than what have yet been made ufe of in our dif-
temper. It is neither declarations of indulgence, nor aéts
of comprebenfian, fuch as have yet been practifed or pro-

g\o f]/ Jedled.
,,)"7
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TO THE READER.

Jected among B us, that can do the work. The firf} will ~

but palliate, the fecond increafe our evil.

Abfolute liberty, juft and true liberty, equal and im~
partial liberty, is the thing that we fland in need of. Now,
though this bya: indeed been much talked of, I doubt it has
not been much underflood 5 1 am fure not at all praltifed,
either by our governors towards the pesple, in general, or
by diffenting parties of the people towards one anotber.

I cannot therefore but hope, that this difcourfe, which
treats of that fubjec?, however briefly, yet more exalily
“than any we have yet [een, demonfirating both the equita-
blenefs and practicablenefs-of the thing, will be ej?;emtd
highly feafanable, by ail men_that have fouls large enough
to prefer the true intereft of the public before that of a

party. .

It is for the ufe of fuch as are already. [o fpirited, or to
infpire _t{at Jpirit into thofe that are not, that I baye
tranflated -it nto our language. But the thing itfelf is fo
Short, that it will not bear a longer preface. 1 leave it
thereforé. fs the confideration of my countrymen, and hear-
- tily wifb they may make the ufe of it that 1t appears to be

defigned for.

Note. It appears by the firfk paragraph of this preface, that it
was printed foon after the abdication of James I1. during whofe reign,
as well as before, that juft and true liberty, that equal and impartial
liberty, which the great and good Mr. Lock¥ pleads for, did not ex-
ift; but it fhould be acknowledged, with thankfulnefs, that matters

-have been long much altered for the better : May thofe who have
-power to do it confider wherein they are ftill' deficient, and exent
themfclves to perfect this valuable blefling. .

I T S U U P
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THE EDITOR'S ADDRESS.

«ntiPe—
Courteotis Reader,

THOU art here prefented with a book of great value. The
name of the author will prepoflefs thee in its favour, if thou art
at all acquainted with him; but the excellency of the fubjeét, and
the mafterly manner in which it is executed, are ftill more worthy
of thine efteem. Philofophy and Religion are hefe happily uni-
ted. The learning of the fchoals gives its aid to the {pirit of the
gofpel. The bigotry and fuperftition of men are fairly fubdued
by folid argument, and the amiable temper of Chrift is exempli-
fied in the defence of that liberty wherewith he has made us free.

Toleration is a word which is in general facred to religion, and
comprehends that liberty which one part of the community has
to worthip God according to their own viéws, withopt any mo-

i leftation from another. This appears to be the unalienable birth-
right of man, as he is only accountable to God in matters” of
fjigl\'m—l.:We readily and cheerfully admlt, that the fubjeéts of
a flate are, by the laws of God, accountable to the civil power for
their civil and moral condu&, but for any man, or body of men,
to attempt by force to compel others, ecither with refpeét to reli-
gious fentiments or modes of worfhip, appears the reverfe of the
fpirit of the gofpel, as fct forth by Chrift and his apoftles.

o~ o e



THE EDITOR’S ADDRESY.

Fhe following fmall treatife is calculated to anfwer the molt
laudable ends, viz. To point out the difference between civil and
religious authority; {hewing, by feripture and irrefragable argu-
ment, that the former belongs to the civil magiftrate, the latter
only to God. Next, to fupprefs that bigotry, and all the melan-
choly fruits thereof, which, to this day, too much prevails among
the different fe€ts profefling Chriftianity. The coolnefs and tem-

per, the truth and perfpicuity of idea, the candour and folidity of

argument, with which the author has profecuted the fubje& of re-
ligious Toleration, are fufficient to endear the memoty of the great
Locke to all fucceeding ages.

Halifax, .
June 2, 1796. J. COCKIN.
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LETTER
TOLERATION.
Honoured Sir, |

SINCE you are pleafed to inquire, what are my
thoughts about the mutual toleration of Chriftians
in their different profeffions of religion, I muft needs
anfwer you freely, that I efteem that toleration to be
the chief charaQeriftical mark of the true church.
For whatfoecver fome people boaft of the antiquity
of places and names, or of the pomp -of their out-
ward worfhip; others, of the reformation of their
difcipline ; all, of the orthodoxy of their faith ; (for
every one is orthodox-to himfelf:) thefe things, and
all others of this nature, are much rather marks of
men ftriving for power and empire over one another, X
than of the church -of Chrift. Let any one have
never fo true a claim to all thefe things, yet if he be
deftitute of charity, meeknefs, and good-will in gene-
ral towards all mankind, even to thofe that are not
Chriftians, he is certainly yet fhort of being a true
Chriftian himfelf.

B The
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6 A Letter concerning Toleration.

€ The kings of the Gentiles exercife lordthip
¢ over them,’ faid our Saviour to his difciples, ¢ but
¢ ye fhall not be fo.” Luke xxii. 25. The bufinefs
of true religion is quite another thing. It is not in-
ftituted in order to the ere&ing of an external pomp,
nor to the obtaining of ecclefiaftical dominion, nor
to the exercifing of compulfive force, but to the re-
gulating of men’s lives according to the rules of vir-
tue and piety. Whofoever will lift himfelf under
the banner of Chrift, muft, in the firft place, and
above all things, make war upon his own lufts and
vices. It isin vain for any man to ufurp the name
of Chriftian, without holinefs of life, purity of man-
ners, and benignity and meeknefs of {pirit.

*“ 'Thou, when thou art converted, ftrengthen thy

< thy brethren,’ (Luke xxii. 2.) faid our Lord to
Peter. It would indeed be very hard for one that
appears carelefs about his own falvation, to perfuade
~me that he is extremely concerped for mine: for it
is impoffible that thofe fhould fincerely and heartily
apply themfelves to make other people Chriftians,
who have not really embraced the Chriftian religion
in their ewn hearts. If the gofpel and the apoftles
. may be credited, no man can be a chriftian without
- eharity, and without that faith which works, not by
force, but by love. Now, I appeal to the confcien-

\_fces of thofe that perfecute, torment, deftroy, and kill

-~

<other men upon pretence of religion, whether they

.'do it out of friendthip and kindnefs towards them,

“wor no; and I fhall then indeed, and not till then,
believe they do fo, when I fhall fee thofe fiery zealots
corre@ing, in the fame manner, their friends and
familiar acquaintance, for the manifeft fins ’their
eommit againft the precepts of the gofpel ; when

dhall fee them profecute with fire and fword the .

members

e



A Letter concerning Toleration. 4

members of their own communion that are tainted
with enormeus vices, and, without amendment, are
in danger of cternal perdition: and when I fhall fcé.
them thus exprefs their love and defire of the falva-
tion of their fouls, by the infli¢tion of torments, and
excrcife of all manner of cruelties. For if it be out }
of a principle of charity, as they pretend, and love ta
men’s_fouls, that they deprive them of their Eftates,
maim them with corporal punithments, ftarve and
torment them in noifome prifons, and i the end
cven take away their lives; I fay,.if all this be done
mercly to make men Chriftians, and procure their
falvation, why then do-they fuffer ¢ whoredom, fraud, -\
malice, and fuch like enormities,” Rom. i. (which,
according to-the apoftle, manifeftly relith of heathen-)
ith corruption,)- to predominate fo much and abound’
amongft their flocks and people? Thefe, and fuch
like things, are certainly more contrary to the glory
of God, to the purity of the church, and'to the fal-
vation of fouls, than any confcientious diffent from
ecclefiaftical decifions, or feparation from public
worfhip, whilft accompanied: with innocency of life.
‘Why, then, does this burning zeal for God, for the -
church, and for the falvation of fouls; burning, I -
fay, literally, with fire and faggot, pafs by thofe im-
moralities and wickednefles, without any chaftife-
ment, which are acknowledged by all men to be di-
ametrically oppofitéito the profeflion of Chriftianity,
and bend all its nerves cither ta the introducing of
ceremonies, ' or to the eftablithment of opinions ;
which, for the moft part, arc about nice and intricate '
matters, that excced the capacity of ordinary under-
ftandings?  Which of the parties contending about
thefe things is in the right, which of them is guilty
of fchiim or herefy, whether thofe that domineer or
_thofe that fuffer, will then at leaft be manifeft, when
' B2 . the
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8 A Letter concerning Toleration.

the caufe of their feparation comes to be judged of.
He certainly that follows Chrift, embraces his doc.
trine and bears his yoke, though he forfake both
father and mother, feparate from the public aflembly
and ceremonies of his country, or whomfoever, or
whatfoever elfe he relinquithes, will not then be
judged an heretic,

Now, though the divifions that are amongft feéts
fhould be allowed to be never fo obftruive of the
falvation of fouls; yet, neverthelefs, ¢ adultery, for-
¢ nication, uncleannefs, lafcivioufnefs, idolatry, and
¢ fuch like things, cannot be denied to be the works

¢ of the fleth ;’ (Gal. v.) concerning which the Apof-

tle has exprefly declared that ¢ they who do them
¢ fhall not inherit the kingdom of God.” Whofo-
ever therefore is fincerely folicitous about the king-
dom of God, and thinks it his duty to endeavour
the enlargement of it amongft men, ought to apply
himfelf with no lefs care and induftry to the rooting

- out of thefe immoralities, than to the extirpation of
fe&s. But if any one do otherwife, and whilft he is

cruel and implacable towards thofe that differ from
him in opinion, he-be indulgent to fuch iniquitics

and immoralities as are unbecoming the name of a -

Chriftian, let fuch a one talk never fo much of the
church, he plainly demonftrates by his alions, that
it is another kingdom he aims at, and not the ad-

. “vancement of the kingdom of Ged.

. That any man fhould think fit to caufe another
man, whofe falvation he -heartily defires, to expire
-in torments, and that even in an uncoverted ftate,
would, I confefs, feem very ftrange to me; and, I

think, to any other alfo. But nobody, furely, will

-ever believe that fuch a carriage can procced from
- charity,




A Letter concerning Toleration. "9

charity, love, orgood-will. If any one maintain, that
-men’ought to be compelled by fire and fword to pro- X
fefs certain dofrines, and conform to this or that
exterior worfhip, without any regard had to their
morals ; if any one endeavour to convert thofe that
are erroncous unto the faith, by forcing them to pro-. \
fefs things that they do not believe, and allowing

them to pradtife things that the gofpel does not per-

mit ; it cannot be doubted indeed but fuch a one is.
defirous to have a numerous affembly joined in the

fame profeffion with himfelf : but that he principally , -
intends by thofe means to compofe a truly Chriftian 5
church, is altogether incredible. It is not therefore to

be wondered at, if thofe who do not really contend: .

for the advancement of the true religion,. and of the
church of Chrift, make ufe of arms that do not be-

long to the Chriftian warfare. If, like the Captain

of our falvation, they fincerely defired  the good of

fouls, they would tread in the fteps, and follow the
perfe&t example of that Prince of Peace, whe fent

out his foldiers to the fubduing of nations, and ga-
thering them into his church, not armed with the
fword, or other inftruments of force, but prepared

with- the gofpel of peace, and with the exemplary
holinefs-of - their converfation. This was his method.
Though, if infidels were to be converted by force,.

if thofe that are either blind or obftinate were to be
drawn off from their errors by armed foldiers, we
know very well that it was much more eafy for him-

to do it with armies of heavenly legions, than for

any fon of the church, how potent foever, with alf -

his dragoons.

Ll

The toleration of thofe that differ from others in
matters. of - religion, is fo agrecable to the gofpel of . 7~
Jefus Chrift, and to the genuine reafon of mankind; -

’ Bz that.
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10 A Letter concerning Toleration.

that it feems monftrous for men to be fo blind as not
to perceive the neceflity and advantage of it in fo clear
a light. I will not here tax the pride and ambition
of fome, the paffion and uncharitable zeal of others.
Thefe are faults from which human affairs can per-
haps fcarce ever be perfe&tly freed, but yet fuch as
nobody will bear the plain imputation of, without
covering them with fome fpecial colour ; and fo pre-
tend to commendation, whilft thgy are carried away
by their own irregular paffions. {But however, that
fome may not colour their fpirit ‘of perfecution and
unchriftian cruelty, with a pretence.of care of the.
public weal and ebfervation of the laws; and that
others, under pretence of religion, may not feek im-
punity for their libertinifm and licentioufnefs: in a
word, that none may impofe either upon himfelf or
others, by pretences of loyalty and obedience to the
Pprince, or of tendernefs and fincerity in the worthip

- of God; I efteem it above all things neceffary to

diftinguith exadtly the bufinefs of civil government
from that of religion, and to fettle the juft bounds.
that lie between the one and the other.  If this be
not done, there can be no end put to the controverfies
that will be always arifing between thofe that have,
or at leaft pretend to have, on the one fide, a con-
cernment for the interefts of men’s fouls, and on the:
other fide, a care of the commonwealth,

SI'he commonwealth feems to me to be a fociety-
of men conftituted only for the procuring, preferving,
and advancing of their own civil irlt_gggﬁg}

{ Civil interefts I call life, liberty, health, and in~

- dolency of body; and the poffeflion of outward.

" things, %mh as money, lands, houfes, furniture, and
i the like

Ie




A Letter conterning Toleration. 'S |

It is the duty of the civil magiftrate, by the im- -
- jpartial execution of equattaws; to fecure unto all the

people in general, and to every one of his fubjeéts in

articular, the juft pofleffion of thefe things belong-
ing to this life. If any one prefume to violate the
laws of public juftice and equity, eftablithed for the
prefervation of thefe things, his prefumption is to be
checked by the fear of punithment, confifting in the
deprivation or diminution of thofe civil interefts, or

oods, which otherwife he might and ought to enjoy.
But feeing' no man does willingly fuffer himfelf to

be punifhed by -the deprivation of any part of his
_ goods, and much lefs of his liberty or life, therefore

is the magiftrate armed with the force and ftrength of
all his fubjeéls, in order to the punithment of thofe
that violate any other man’s rights.

reaches only to thefe civil concernments; and that
all civil power, right, and dominion, is bounded and
confined to the only care of promoting thefe things ;

and that it neither can nor ought in any manner to
“be extended to the falvation of fouls ; thefe following

confiderations feem unto me abundantly to demon-
firate.

Firft, Becaufe the care of fouls is not committed
to the civil magiftrate any more than to other men.
It is not committed unto him, I fay, by God ; be-
caufe it appears not that God has ever given any fuch
authority to one man over another, as to compel any

omm%hn. " Nor can any fuch power be veffed
in- the magifirate by the ¢ confent of the people ;’ be-

~ caufe no man can {o far abandon the care of his own

falvation, as blindly to leave it to the choice of any
other, whether prince or fubjeét, to prefcribe to him
what

- . " Now, that the whole jurifdi&ion of the magiftrate

"



12 A Letter concerning Toleration.

what faith or worfhip he fhall embrace: for no man
can, if he would, conform his faith to the diates
of another. All the life and power of true religion
X confifts in the inward and full perfuafion of the mind ;
N and faith is not faith without believing. Whatever
profeffion we make, to whatever outward worfhip we
- conform, if we are not fully fatisfied in our mind that
¢ ithe one is true, and the other well-pleafing unto God ; -
{fuch profeffion and fuch praétice, far from being any
furtherance, are indeed great obftacles to our falvation.
For in this manner, inftead-of expiating other fins by
the exercife of religion ; I fay, in offering unto God
alinighty fuch a worthip as we efteem to be difpleafing
unto him; we add unto the number of our other fins
. thofe . alfo of hypoerify, and centempt of his divine
majefty. A
. I In the fecond place, The care of fouls cannot be-.
long to the civil magiftrate, becaufe his power confifts
«only in outward-force: but true and faving religion
- confifts in the inward perfuafion of the mind;, with-
out which nething can be acceptable to God. And
fuch is the nature of the undcrftanding, that it cannot
be compelled to the belief of any thing by outward
force. Confifcation of eftate, imprifonment, tor-
ments ; nothing of that nature can have any fuch ef-
ficacy, as to make men change the inward judgment
that they have framed of things.

It may indeed be dlleged, that the magiftrate may
make ufe of arguments, and thereby draw the hetero-
dox into the way of truth, and procure their.falvation.
I grant it: but this is common to him- with other
men. In teaching, inftruting, and redrefling the er-
roneous by reafon, he may certainly do what becomes

- any good man to do.. Magiftracy does not oblige him
o to
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4o put off either humanity or Chriftianity. But it is \
‘one thing to perfuade, another to command: one thing
to prefs with arguments, another with penalties. This
the civil power alone has a right to do: to the other,
good-will is authority enough. Every man has com-
miffion to admonith, exhort, and convince another of
error ; and by reafoning to draw him into truth : but
to give laws, receive obedience, and compel with the
fword, belongs to none but the magiftrate. And upon
this ground I affirm, that the magiftrate’s power ex-
tends not to the eftablithing of any articles of faith, or
forms of worfhip, by the force of his laws. Forlaws>
are of no force at all without penalties, and penalties " #
‘in this cafe are abfolutely impertinent, becaufe they are '
not proper to convince the mind Neither the profef-
fion of any articles of faith, nor the conformity to any
outward form of worfhip (as has already been faid)
can be available to the falvation of fouls, unlefs the
truth of ‘the one, and the acceptablenefs of the other
unto God, be thoroughly believed_ by thofe that fo
profefs and practife. But penalties are no ways ca-
pable to produce fuch belief. It is only light and
evidence that can work a change in men’s opinions.
And that light can in no manner proceed from cor-
poral fufferings, or any other outward penalties.

g In the third place, The care of the falvation of \
men’s fouls cannot belong to the magiftrate ; becaufe,
though the rigour of laws, and the force of penalties
were capable to convince and change men’s minds,
yet would not that help at all to the falvation of fouls.
For there being but .one truth, one way to heaven 3 »
what hopes are there that more fiien woald be Ted into”
it, if they had no other rule to follow but the religion_
of the court and were put under a neceflity to quit
the light of their own rcafon, to oppofe the di&ate.}

i ! [0)
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¥ A Letter concerning Toleration.

of their own confciences, and blindly to refign up
themfelves to the will of their governors, and to the
religion, which either ignorance, ambition, or fuper-
ftition had chanced to eftablifh in the countries where

" they wereborn? In the variety and contradi¢tion of
opinions in religion, wherein the princes of the world
‘are as much divided as in their fecular interefts, the
narrow way would be much firaitened. One coun-
try alone would be in the right, and all the reft of
the world would be put under an vbligation of fol-
lowing their princes in the ways that lead to deftruc-
“tion. And that which heightens the abfurdity, and
very ill fuits the notion of a Deity, men would owe

.. their eternal happinefs or mifery to the places of their
" nativity. : : :

Thefe confiderations, to omit .many others that

might have been urged to the fame purpofe, feem unto

me fufficient to conclude, that all the power of civil
government relates only to men’s civil interefts ; is
confined to the care of the things of this world, and
hath nothing to do with the world to come. '

Let us now confider what a cHurcH is. A
church then I take to be ¢ A voluntary fociety of men,
¢ joining themfelves together of their own accord, in
< order to the publie worfthipping of God, in fuch a

*. ¢ manner as they judge acceptable to him, and. effec<
¢ tual to the falvation of their fouls.’

| I fay,itisa free and volhntary fociet'y. Nobody is
-[ bor

n a member of any church, otherwife the religion -

i of parents would defcend unto children, by the fame
right of inheritance as- their temporal eftates, and
every one would hold his faith by the fame tenure he

eloes his lands; than which nothing can be moref ab-’
‘ ' urd.

A o - RARE N Wl e e X =
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furd. Thus, therefore, that matter ftands. No man
by nature is bound unto any particular church or fe&,
but every one joins himfelf voluntarily to that fociety,
in which, he believes, he has found that profeffion and
worfhip which is truly acceptable unto God. The
‘hopes of falvation, as it was the only caufe of his %
entrance into that communion, fo it can be the only
reafon of his ftay there : for if afterwards he difcover
any thing either erroneous in the doétrine, or incon-
ruous in the worfhip of that fociety to which he has
Joined himfelf; why fhould it not be as free for him
“to go out as it was to enter! No member of a reli-
gious fociety can be tied with any other bonds but
what proceed from the certain expeation of cternal
life. & church then is a fociety of members volun-
tarily uniting to this-end)

It follows gow that we confider what is the power
of this church, and unto what laws it is fubjelt.

Forafmuch as mo fociety, how free fo ever, or up-
on whatfoever flight occafion inftituted, (whether of
philofophers for learning, of merchants for commerce,
or of men of leifure for. mutual converfation and dif-
courfe,) no church or company, I fay, can in the leat
fubfift and hold together, but will prefently diffolve .-
> and break to pieces, unlefs it be regulated by fome
laws, and the members all confent to obferve fome
order: place and time of meeting muft be agreed on ;
rules for admitting and excluding members muft be
eftablithed ; diftin&ion of officers, putting things into
a regular courfe, and fuch like, ¢annot be omitted.
But fince the joining together of feveral members into
this church-fociety, as has already been demonftrated,
is abfolutely free and fpontaneous, it neceflarily fol- \
lows, that the right of making laws can belorg to -

< none
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none but the fociety itfelf, or at leaft (which is. the.
fame thing) to thofe whom the fociety by common
confent has authorifed thereunto.

" Some perhaps may obje&, that no fuch fociety
| can be faid to be a true church, unlefs it have in it a
¢ bifhop, or prefbyter, with ruling authority derived
‘from the very apoftles, and continued down unto the
-prefent times by an uninterrupted fucceffion. 1

To thefe I anfwer, in the firft place, Let them'

- fhew me the edi¢t by which Chrift has impofed that.

" law upon his church, And let not any man think me:

impertinent, if in a thing of this confequence, I re-

quire that the terms of that edi¢t be very exprefs and:

pofitive ; for the promife he has made us, that ¢ where-

¢ foever two or three are gathered together in his name,

¢ he will be in the midft of them;’ (Mast. xviii. 20.)

feems to imply the contrary. Whether fuch an af-.

fembly want any thing neceffary to a true church,

pray do you confider. Certain: I am, that nothing

can be there wanting unto the falvation of fouls ;.
which is fufficient to our purpofe.

Next, Pray obferve how great have always been. .
the divifions amongft even thofe who lay fo much firefs.
" upon the divine inftitution, and continued fucceflion
of a certain order of rulers in the chur¢ch. Now their.
very diffention unavoidably puts us upon a neceffity
of deliberating, and confequently allows a liberty of
choofing that which upon confideration we prefer.

AR

And in the laft place, I confent. that thefe men.
have a ruler of their church, eftablithed by fuch a long
feries of fucceflion as they judge neceflary, provided

I may have liberty at the fame time to join myfelf R
to

. .
C. .
R e T LS Ul WSy ..A
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to that fociety, in which I am perfuaded thofe things
are to be found which are neceffary to the falva-
tion of my foul. In this manner ecclefiaftical liber-
ty will be preferved on all fides, and no man will have
a legiflator impofed upon him but whom himfelf has
chofen. .

But fince men are fo folicitous about the true
church, I would only afk them here by the way, if ithe
not more agreeable to the church of Chrift, to make
the conditions of her communion confift in fuch things,
and fuch things only, as the holy Spirit has, in the
holy fcriptures, declared in exprefs words to be necef-
fary to falvation? I afk, I fay, whether this be not
more agreeable to the church of Chrift, than for men

to impofe their own inventions and interpretations °

others, as if they were of divine authority, and to
: blifh, by ecclefiaftical laws, as abfolutely necceffary

to the profeflion of Chriftianity, fuch things as the
boly fcriptures do either not mention, or at leaft not
* exprefsly command ! Whofoever requires thofe th ngs
in order to ecclefiaftical communion, which Chrift
does not require in order to lite eternal, he may per-
haps indeed conflitute a fociety accomodated to his

own opinion, and his own advantage ; but how that
can be called the church of Chriit, which is eftablith-

ed upon laws that are not his, and which excludes
fuch perfons from its communion as he will one day.
receive into the kingdom of heaven, I underftand
not. But this being not a proper place to enquire
into the marks of the true church, I will only mind
thofe that contend fo earneftly for the decrees of their
own fociety, and that cry out continually, ¢ the church,
¢ the church,’ with as much noife, and perhaps upon
the fame principle, as the Ephefian filverfmiths did
for their Diana: this, I féy' I defire to mind then}
o
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& of, that the ggfpel frequently declares that- the true

\S

B

difciples of Chrift muft fuffer perfecution : but that
the church of Chrift fhould perfecute others, and
force others by fire and fword to embrace her faith
and do&rine, I could never yet find in any of the
books of the New Teftament. : .-

. Theend of a religious fociety (as has already been

faid) is the public worfhip of God, and by means
thereof the acquifition of eternal life.  All difcipline
ought therefore to tend to that end, and all ecclefiaf-
tical laws to be thereunto confined. Nothing ought
nor can be tranfadted in this fociety, relating to the
pofleflion of civil and worldly goods. No force is
here to be made ufe of upon any occafion whatfoever ;
for force belongs wholly to the civil magiftrate, and
and_the poffeflion of all outward goods is fubject to
his jurifdiction.

/" But it may be afked, by what means then fhall
“ecclefiaftical laws be eftablithed, if they muft be thus
deftitute of all compulfive power? I anfwer, they
~muft be eftablithed by means fuitable to the nature of

! fuch things, whereof the external profeffion and ob-

Ve

¢ fervation, if not proceeding from a thorough convic-
| tion and approbation of the mind, is altogether ufelefs
\and unprofitable. Tiie arms by which the members

N.of this fociety are to be kept within their duty, are

exhortations, admonitions, and advices. If by thefe
means the offenders will not be reclaimed, and the
"erroneous convinced, there remains nothing farther to
be done, but that fuch ftubborn and obftinate perfons,
who give no ground to hope for their reformation,
fhould be caft out and feparated from the fociety:
This is the laft and utmoft force of ecclefiaftical au-
thority. No other punithment can thereby be inﬂi&a
T~ c €

.
1



A Letter concerning Toleration. 19

ed, than that the relation éeaﬁng between the body ¥

and the member which is cut off, the perfon fo con-~
demned ceafes to be a part of that church.

Thefe things being thus determined, let us en-
quire, in the next place, how far the duty of tolera-
tion extends, and what is required from every one by
it. . e

(And firft, T hold, That no church is bound, by '

$ X

the duty of toleration, to retain any fuch perfon in
her bofum, as, after admonition, continues obftinate-:
ly to offend againft the laws of the fociety : for thefe”
being the condition of communion, and the bond
of the fociety ; if the breach of them were permitted
without any animadverfion, the fociety would imme-
diately be thereby diffolved)) But neverthelefs, in all
fuch cafes, care is to be taken that the fentence of

excommunication, and the execution thereof, carry i,
with it no rough ufage of word or ation, whereby >

the ejeted perfon may anywife be damnified in body
or eftate. For all force (as has often been faid) be-
longs only to the magiftrate ; nor ought any private
perfons, at any time, to ufe force, unlefs it be in felf-
defence againft unjuft violence. Excommunication -

neither does, nor can deprive the excommunicated per-

fon of any of thofe civil goods that he formerly poffef- -
fed. All thofe things belong to the civil government,
“and are under the magiftrate’s protection. The whole
force of excommunication confifts only in this, that
the refolution of the fociety in that repe&t being de-
«clared, the union that was between the body and
fome member comes thereby to be diffolved ; and that -
relation ceafing, the participation of fome certain
things, which.the fociety communicated to its mem-
bers, and unto which no man has any civil right,
‘ Ca2 comes
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|/ comes alfo to ceafe:" for there is no civil injury done
unto the excommunicated, by the church minif-
ter’s refufing him that bread and wine, in the cele-
bration of the Lord’s fupper, which was not bought
with his, but other men’s money. :

Y (( Secondly(No private perfon has any right, in any
* fmanner, to prejudice another perfon in his civil en-

{ joyments, becaufe he is of another church or religion)

“"All the rights and franchifes that belong to him as a
man, or as a denizen, are inviolably to be preferv-
ed to him. Thefe are not the bufinefs of religion.

. No violence nor injury is to be offered him, whether

" he be chriftian or pagan. Nay, we muft not con-
‘tent ourfelves with the narrow meafures of bare
N juftice ; charity, bounty, and liberality muft be-added

- to it.  This the gofpel enjoins; this reafon direfts;
and this that natural fellowfhip we are born into re-
quires of us. If any man err from the right way, it
s his own misfortune, no injury to thee ; nor there-
fore art thou to punifh him in the things of this life,

~~ [becaufe thou fuppofeft he will be miferable in that

_-which is to come, i

‘What I fay-concerning the mutual toleration of

. private perfons differing from one another in religion,

: underftand alfo of particular churches, which ftand
as it were in the fame relation to each other as pri-
vate perfons among themfelves ; nor has any one of
them any manner of jurifdi€tion over any other, no
‘not even when the civil magiftrate (as it fometimes
happens) comes to be of this or the other com-
munion. For the civil government can give no new
Y right to the church, nor the church to the civil go-
vernment : {o that whether the magiftrate join him-
felf to any church, or feparate from it, the church

: remains

R]
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remains always as it was before, a free and voluntary k
fociety. It ncither acquires the power of the fword y
by the magiftrate’s coming to it, nor does it lofe the
right of inftru&ion and excommunication by his going
from it. This is the fundamental and immutable.
right of a fpontaneous fociety, that it has power to
remove any of its members who tranfgrefs the rules
of its inftitution ; but it cannot, by the acceflion of
any new members, acquire any right of jurifdi&ion
over thofe that are not joined with it. And therefore
peace, equity, and friendfhip, are always mutually 4
_to be obferved by particular churches, in the fame
manner as by private perfons, without any pretence
of fuperiority or juri{diction over one another.

That the thing may be made yet clearer by an ex-
ample, let us fuppofe twochurches, the one of Armi-
nians, the other of Calvinifts, refiding in the city of
. Conftantinople : will any one fay, that either of thefe
churches has a right to deprive the members of the
other of their eftates and liberty, (as we fee praltifed
elfewhere) becaufe of their differing from it in fome
do&rines or ceremonies ; whilft the Turks, in the mean.
while, filently ftand by, and laugh to fee with what
inhuman cruelty Chriftians thus rage againft Chrif-
tians? But if one of thefe churches hath this power
of treating the other ill, I afk which of them it is to
whom that power belongs, and by what right? It
will be anfwered undoubtedly, that'it is the orthodox
church which has the right of authority over the er-
roneous and heretical. This is, in great and fpeci-
ous words, to fay juft nothing at all : f%r every church -, =~
is orthodox to itfelf ; to others, erroneous or heretical. —
Whatfoever any church believes, it believes to be
true, and the contrary thereto it pronounces to be
error ;- fo that the controverfy between thefe churches

C3 about
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about the truth of their do&rines, and the purity of
their -worfhip ; is on both fides equal ; nor is there
any judge, either at Conftantinople, or elfewhere up-
on the earth, by whofe fentence it can be determined.
"The decifion of that queftion belongs only to the fu-
preme Judge of all men, to whom alfo alone belongs
the punifhment of the erroneous. In the mean while,
let thofe men confider how heincoufly they fin, who,
adding injuftice, if not to their error, yet certainly
to their pride, do rafthly and arrogantly take upon
them to mifufe the fervants of another mafter, who
are not at all accountable to them.

Nay farther, if it could be manifeft which of thefe
two diffenting churches were in the right way, there
would not accrue thereby to the orthodox any right of
deftroying the other ;éor churches have neither any

A\ Jurifdi&ion in worldly Thatters, nor are fire and fword
¥/ any proper inftruments wherewith to convingg men’s
“minds of error, and inform them of the truth.’) Let us
{uppofe, neverthelefs, that the civil magiftrafe inclin-

ed to favour one of them, -and to put his fword into
their hands, that (by his confent) they might chattife
the diffenters as they pleafed ; will any man fay, that
any right can be derived unto a Chriftian church over

its brethren, from a Turkith emperor? An infidel,
who has himfelf no authority to punifh Chriftians for
the articles of their faith, cannot confer fuch an au-
thority upon any fociety of Chriftians, ner give unto
them a right which he has not himfelf. This would

be the cafe at Conftantinople ; and the reafon of the °
thing is the fame in any Chriftian Kingdom. The

4. civil power is the fame in every place ; nor can that
/ pawer, in the hands of a Chritian prince, confer any
~ greater authority upon the church, than in the hands
of a heathen; which is to fay, juft none atall. =

i Neverthelefs,
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‘Neverthelefs, it is worthy to be obferved, and
lamented, that the moft violent of thefe defenders of
the truth, the oppofers of errors, the exclaimers a-
gﬁnﬂ fchifm, do hardly ever let loofe this their zeal

r God with which they are fo warmed and inflam-
ed, unlefs. where they have the civil magifirate on
their fide : but fo foon as ever court-favour has given
them the better end of the ftaff, and they begin to

. feel themfelves the ftronger, then prefently peace and
. charity are to be laid afide ; otherwife, they are reli-
gioufly to be obferved. 'Where they have not power ;

to carry on perfecution, and to become matters,, there - :
they defire to live upon fair terms, and preach up to-

leration. - When they are not ftrengthened with the
civil power, then they can bear moft patiently and
unmovedly the contagion of idolatry, fuperftition, and
herefy in their neighbourhood ; of which, on other
occafions, the intereft of religion makes them to be
extremely apprehenfive. They do not forwardly at-
tack thofe errors which are in fathion at court, or are
eountenanced by the government. Here they can be
content to fpare their arguments; which yet (with
their leave) is the only right method of propagating
truth ; which has no fuch way of prevailing, as when
firong arguments and good reafon are joined with-the
foftnefs of civility and good ufage. s

Nobody, therefore, in fine, neither fingle perfom. }

" mor churches, nay, nor even commonwealths, have ' |¢¢

g of each other upon pretence of religionjy Thofe .
that are of another opinion, would do wellto confi~
der with themfelves how pernicious a feed of difcord
and war, low powerful a provocation to.endlefs ha-
treds, rapines, and flaughters, they thereby furnifh
unto. mankind. No peace and: fecurity,, no not cfg.
mu

any juft: title to invade the civil rights an%vorldly’

-
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much as common friendfhip, can ever be eftablithed

¢ or preferved amonglt men, fo long as this opinion

—’ prevails,_‘.Th.at deminion is founded in grace, and
-~ \ ¢ that religion is to be propagated by force of arms.

In the third place, let us fee what the duty of
toleration requires from thofe who aré ditinguithed
from the reft of mankind {from the Laity, as they
pleafe to call us) by fome ecclefiaftical charadter and
office ; whether they be bithops, priefts, prefbyters,
-minifters, or however dignified or diftinguithed:— It
is not my bufinefs to enquire here into the original of

e power or dignity of the clergy. This only I fay,

. ‘that whence foever their authority be fprung, - fince it

o . /is ecclefiaftical, it ought to be confined within the

“ 'bounds of the church, nor can it in any manngr be

. extended to civil affairs ; becaufe the church itfelf is

y a thing abfolutely feparate and diftin& from the com-

monwealth: the boundaries on both fides are fixed

and immoveable. He jumbles heaven and earth to-

gether, the things moft remote and oppofite, who

mixes thefe focieties, which arc in their original, end,

bufinefs, and in every thing, perfeflly diftin&, and

gnfinitely different from each other. No-man, there-

. Yore, with whatfoever ecclefiaftical office he be digni-

“ {fied, can deprive another man that is not of his

church and faith, either of liberty, or of any part of

_‘his worldly goods, upon the account of that diffe-

ence which is between them in religion : for whatever

4 is not lawful to the whole church, cannot, by any

~ ecclefiaftical right, become lawful to any of its mem-
bers. '

But this is not all : it is not enough that ecclefi-
aftical men abftain from violence and rapine, and alk
manner of pexfecution. He that pretends to be a
: fuccefios
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facceffor of the apoftles, and takes upon him the of- %

fice of teaching, is obliged alfo to admonith his hear-

ers of the duties of peace and good-will towards all -

men, as well towards the erroneous as the orthodox ; -
towards thofe that differ from them in faith and wor-

thip, as well as towards thofe that agree with them -

therein. And he ought induftrioufly to exhort alt
‘men, whether private perfons or magiftrates, (if any
fuch there be in his church) to charity, mecknefs,"
-and toleration ; and dilligently endeavour to allay and-’
temper all that heat and unreafonable averfenefs of
mind, which either any man’s fiery zeal for his own
fe&, or the craft of others, has kindled againft dif-
fenters. . I will not undertake to reprefent how happy
and how great would be the fruit, both in church and
ftate, if the pulpits every where founded with this
do&rine of peace and toleration ; left I fhould feem
" to refle&t too feverely upon thofe men whofe dignity
I defire not to detra& from, nor would have it dimi-
nifhed either by others or themfelves : but this I fay,
that thus it ought to be. And if any one that pro<"
fefles himfelf to be a minifter of the word of God,|
a preacher of the gofpel of peace, teach otherwife, -
he either underftands not, or ncglets the bufinefs of’
his calling, and fhall one day give an account therc-)
-of unto the Prince of Peace.’ ?f Chriftians are to be
admonifhed that they abftain from all manner of re-
venge, even after repeated provocations and multipli-
ed injuries, how much more ought they who fuffer
nothing, who have had no harm done them, forbear
violence, and abftain from all manner of ill ufage to-
wards thofe from whom they have received none?
This caution and temper they ought certainly to ufe
towards thofe who mind only their own bufinefs; and .
are folicitous for nothing but that (whatever men
think of them) they may worthip God in that man-
: : A : ner

¥
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ner which they are perfuaded is acceptable to him,
and in which they have the ftrongeft hopes of eternal
alvation. In private domeftic affairs, in the manage-

‘ ment of eftates,’ in the confervation of bodily health, .
) \“ every man may confider what fuits his own conveni-
- jency, and follow what courfe he likes beft. No man

“ complains of the ill management of his neighbour’s
ffairs. No man is angrv with another. for an error
committed in fowing his land, or in marrying his
danghter, Nobodv corre@s a fpend-thrift for confum-
ing his fubftance in taverns. Letany man pull down,
_y or build, or make whatfuever expences he pleafes,
-nobody murmurs, nehody controls him ; he has his |
liberty :/But if any man do not frequent the church,
~"if he do not there conform his behaviour exatly to the

i accuftomed ceremonjes, or if he bring not his chil-
~dren to be initiated in the facrcd myfteries of this or
the other congregation ; this immediately caufes an
uproar, and the neighbouthuod is filled with noife
.and clamour, every one is ready to be the avenger of
fo great a crime ; and the zealots hardly have patience

to refrain from violence and rapine fo long till the
caufe be heard, and the poor man be, according to
form, condemned to the lofs of liberty, goods, or

. " life. Oh that our ecclefiaftical orators, of every fe&,
would apply themfelves with all the ftrength of argu-
ment that they are able, to the confounding of men’s
-errors, but let them fpare their perfons. Let them
__-not fupply their want of reafons with the inftruments
" of force, which belong to another jurifdiction, and do
ill become a churchman’s hands.  Let them not call

\ in the magiftrate’s authority to the aid of their elo-
" quence or learning, left, perhaps, while they pretend
‘only love for the truth, this their intemperate zeal,
breathing nothing but fire and fword, betray their
ambition, and fhew that what they defire is temporal
dominion ;
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dominion: for it will be very difficult to perfuade
men of fenfe, that he who with dry eyes, and fatif-
fa&ion of mind, can deliver his brother unto the ex-
ecutioner to be burnt alive, does fincerely and hearti-
ly concern himfelf to fave that brother from the flames
of hell in the world to come.

In the laft place,(‘let us now confider what is the
magiftrate’s duty in the bufingfs of toleration ; which
certainly is very confiderable. '

We have already proved, that -the care of fouls
does not belong to the magiftrate. “ Not a magifterial _
care, I mean, (if I may fo call it) which confifts in
prefcribing by laws, and compelling by punithments :
but a charitable care, which confifts in teaching, ad-.}é-
monifthing; and perfuading, cannot be denied unto °
any man. The care therefore of every man’s foul
belongs unto himfelf, and is to be left unto himfelf, X
But what if he neglect the care of his foul? I anfwer, .. ./ «
what if he negle€t the care of his health, or of his = ~
eftate ; which things are nearlier related to the govern-
ment of the magiftrate than the other ? Will the ma-
giftrate provide, by an exprefs law, that fuch a one
thall not become poor, or fick? Laws providé, a&) -
much as is poffible, that the goods and health of fub- { +
je€ts be not injured by the fraud or violence of others ;
they do not guard them from the negligence or ;l:/
hufbandry of the poffeflfors themfelves. No man ¢
be forced to be rich or healthful whether he will or no.
Nay, God himfelf will not fave men againft their %,
wills. "Let us fuppofe, however, that fome prince
was defirous to force his fubjeéts to accumulate
riches, or to preferve the health and ftrength of their
bodies ; fhall it be provided by law, that they muft
confult none but Roman phyficians ! and fhall every
: : : one
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one be bound to live according to their prefcriptions ?
- 'What! fhall no potion, no broth be taken, but what
is prepared cither in the Vatican, fuppofe, or in a
Geneva fhop? Or, to make thefe fubjets rich, fhall
they all be obliged by law to become merchants, or mu-
ficians ? Or, fhall every one turn viGualler, or fmith, -
becaufe there are fome that maintain their families
plentifully, and grow rich in thofe profeffions ? But
\ It may be faid, there are a thoufand ways to wealth, .
” but only one way to heaven. It is well faid indeed,
efpecially by thofe that plead for compelling men in-
to this or the other way; for if there were feveral
ways that lead thither, there would not be fo much
as a pretence left for compulfion. But now, if I be
marching on with my utmoft vigour, in that way
which, according to the facred geography, leads ftraight
to Jerufalem; why am I beaten and ill ufed b
others, becaufe, aps, I wear no bufkins ; becaufe
my hair is not of the right cut; becaufe; perhaps, I
have not been dipt in the right fathion ; becaufe I eat
fleth upon the road, or fome other food which agrees
with my flomach ; becaufe I avoid certain bye-ways,
which feem unto me to lead into briars or precipices ;
becaufe, amongft the feveral paths that are in the
fame road, I chufe that to walk in which feems to
be the firaighteft and cleaneft; becaufe I avoid to
keep company with fome travellers that are lefs grave,
and others that are more four than they ought to be;
or, in fine, becaufe I follow a guide that either is, or
is not clothed in white, and crowned with a mitre?
Certainly, if we confider right, we fhall find that,
for the maft part, they are fuch frivolous things as
. thefe, that (without any prejudice to religion, or the
falvation of fouls, if not accompanied with fuperfti-
tion or hypocrify) might either be obferved or omitted ;
~. L fay they are {uch like Things as thefe, which breed
: : implacable
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implacable enmities amongft chriftian brethren,  whe
are all agreed in the fubftantial and truly fundamental -
part of religion.

But let us grant unto thefe zealots, who condemn
all things that are not of their mode, that from thefe
circumftances arife different ends. What fhall we
conclude from thence? There is only one of thefe »
which is the true way to eternal happinefs. Butin
this great variety of ways that men follow, it is ftill%
doubted which is this right one. Now neither the
care of the commonwealth, nor the right of ena&t-
ing laws, does difcover this way that leads to heaven
more certainly to the magiftrate, than every private
man’s fearch and ftudy difcovers it unto himfelf. I
have a weak body, funk under a languithing difeafe}
for which (I fuppofe) there is one only remedy, but
that unknown : does it therefore belong unto the ma-
giftrate to prefcribe to me a remedy, becaufe there is
but one, and becaufe it is unknown ? Becaufe there
is but one way for me to efcape death, will it there-
fore be fafe for me to do whatfoever the magittrate
ordains ? Thofe things that every man ought fincere-
ly to enquire into himfelf, and by meditation, ftudy,

earch, and his own endeavours, attain the knowledge
of, -cannot be looked upon as the peculiar pofleflion
_of any one fort of men. Princes indeed are born
fuperiorg unte ‘other men in power, but in nature
equal. ?Ieithcr the right, nor the art of ruling, does
neceflarily carry along with it the certain knowledge "
of other thingsr?and' leaft of all of the true religion, -
For if it were {6, how could it come to pafs that the
lords of the earth thould differ fo vaftly as-they do
in religious matters? But let us grant that it is pro-
bable the way to etcrnal life may be better known
by a prince than by his fu]gjc&s; or at leaft, that in
. this
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this incertitude of things, the fafeft and moft com-
modious way for private perfons is to follow his dic-
tates. You will fay, what then? If he fhould bid
you follow merchandife for your livelihood, would
you decline that courfe for fear it fhould not fucceed ?
I anfwer, I would turn -merchant upon the prince’s
-command, becaufe, in-cafe I thou'd have ill fuccefs
in trade, he is abundantly able to make up my lofs
fome other way. If it be true, as he pretends, that
he defires { fhould thrive and grow rich, he can fet
me up again when unfuecefsful voyages have broke
-me. ‘But this is not the cafe in the things that regard
the life to come. If ‘there I take a wrong courfe, if
in that refpe&t I am once undone ; -it is not in the
amagiftrate’s power to repair my lofs, to-cafe my fuf-
fering, or to reftorc me in any meafure, much lefs
entirely, to a good eftate. 'What fecurity can be given
for the kingdom of heaven ?

.~ Perhaps fome -will fay, that they do not fuppofe

+ ~this infallible judgement, that all men are bound te

‘follow in the affairs of religion, to be in the civil
Tnagiftrate, but in the.church. What the church has

cdetermined, that the civil magiftrate orders to be

“obferved ; and he provides by his authority, that no-
‘body fhall cither a&t or believe, in the bufinefs of

" religion, -otherwife  than the church teaches: fo

\/ way which leads to heaven is not better known to

that the judgment of thofe things is in the church.
“The magiftrate himfelf yields obedience thereunto,
-and requires the like obedience from others. I an-
{wer, who fees not how frequently the name of the
<hurch, which was fo venerable in the time of the
apoftles, has been made ufe of to throw duft in peo-
ple’s eyes, in following ages? But, however, in the
prefent cafe it helps us not. The one only narrow

the
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the magiftrate than to private perfons ; and therefore X
I cannot fafely take him for my.guide, who may pro-
bably be as ignorant of the way as myfelf, and who ¥
certainly is lefs concerned for my falvation than I my-
felf am. Amongft fo many kings of the Jews, how
many of them wecre there whom dny Ifraelite, thus
blindly following, had net fallen-into idolatry, and
thereby into deftru&tion? Yet neverthelefs, you bid
_ me be of good courage,.and tell me that all is now fafe
and fecure, becaufe the magiftrate does not now enjoin
the obfervance of his own decrees in matters of reli-
gion, but only the decrees of the church.. Of what
church I befeech you? Of that certainly which likes.
him beft. As if he that compels me by laws and
penalties to enter into this or the other church, did
not interpofe his own judgment in the matter. What ¢ ¥
difference is there whether he lead me himfelf, or:f,w
deliver me over to be lead by others? I depend both
ways upon his will, and it is he that determines both~*’
ways 6f my eternal ftate. 'Would an Iraelite,. that.
had worfhipped Baal upon the command of his king,.
have been in any better condition, becaufe fomebody
had told him that the king ordered nothing in religi-
on upon his own head, nor commanded any thing to
be done by his fubjes in divine worfhip, but what.
was approved by the counfel of priefts, and declared.
to be of divine right by the doors of their church 2
If the religion of any church become therefore true- .
and faving, becaufe the heads of that fe&, the pre-.-
lates and priefts, and thofe of that tribe, do all of
them, with all their might, extol and praife it; what
religion can ever be accounted erroneous, falfe and
deftru&tive? I am doubtful concerning the do&rine:
of the Socinians, I am fufpicious of the way of wor-
thip pradlifed by the Papifts, or Lutherans ; will it be
ever a jot the fafer for m]e) to join either unto the one

- 2 of
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or the other of thofe churches, upon the magifirate’s
command, becaufe he commands nothing in religion

but by the duthority and counfel of the dotors of the
church? . : :

K But to fpeak the truth, we muft acknowledge that
the church (if a convention of clergymen, makin
: canons, muft be called by that name) is for the mof
( part more apt to be influenced by the court, than the
court by the church. How the church was under the
viciffitude of orthodox and Arian emperors, is very
well known. Or, if thofe things be too remote, the
Yonglith hiftory affords us frefher examples, in the
xeigns of Henry VIII. Edward VI. Mary, and Eliza-
beth, how eafily and fmoothly the clergy changed their
decrees, their articles of faith, their form of worfhip,
every thing, according to the inclination of thofe
kings and queens. Yet were thofe kings and queens
of {uch dig’ercnt- minds, in point of religion, and
enjoined thereupon fuch different things, that no man
in his wits (I had almoft faid none but an- atheift)
will prefume to fay that any fincere and upright wor-
thipper of God could, with a fafe confcience, obey
, their feveral decrees. To conclude, it is the fame
N )thing whether a king that prefcribes laws to another
> ‘man’s religion, pretend to do it by his own judg-
‘ment, or.by the ecclefiaftical authority and advice of
‘others. The decifions of churchmen, whofe diffe-
rences and difputes are fufficiently known, cannot be
any founder. or fafer, than his. Nor can all their
fuffrages joined. together add any new ftrength unto
the civil power. cxg[‘lwugh this alfo muft be taken
notice of, that princes feldom have any regard to the
" fuffrages of ecclefiaftics that are not favourers of their
-ewn faith and way of worfhip.

\

But,
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But, after all, the principal confideration, and -
which abfolutely determines this controverfy, is this ;
although the magiftrate’s opinion in religion be found,
and the way that he appoints be truly evangelical, > -
yet if I be not thoroughly perfuaded thereof in my \’
own mind, there will be no fafety for me in- follow- |
ing it. No way whatfoever that I fhall walk in,. a~
gainft the diQates of my confeience, will ever bring X
me to the manfions of the blefled. I may grow rich
by an art that L.take not delight in ; I may be cured-
of fome difeafe by remedies that I have not faith
in; but I cannot be faved by a religion that I dif-
truft, and by a worthip that Labhor. It is in vain for
an unbcliever to take up the outward thew of ano-
ther man’s profeffion. Faith only, and inward fin-
cerity, are the things that procure acceptanee with-.
God. The moft likely and moft approved remedy
can have no effe€t . upon- the patient, if his ftomach .
rejet it as foon as taken: and you will in-vain cram--

a medicine.down a fick man's throat, which his par-
“ticular conftitution will be.fure to turn into poifon.
In a word, whatfoever may be ,cjoubtful in religion, .
yet this at leaft ‘is certain, .that no religion, which I.¥
believe rot.to be true,. can be either true, or profit-
able unto me.] In vain therefore de prinees compel
their fubjetts to come into their church-communion, .
under pretence of faving their fouls.. If they be-
lieve, they will come of their own aecord ; it they
rcclive not, their coming will nothing avail them.

How great foever, in fine, may be.the pretence of

ood-will and charity, .and concern for the falvation:. Y
of men’s fouls, rrrlg[hggggptﬁbe“ﬁ)*r_c,qd,@m&gd.
whether they will or no. . And therefore, when a} is.
done, they muft be left to their own .confcicnce_s_i'

D3 Having..
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Having thus at length freed men from all domis .
nion over one another in matters of religion, let us
now confider what they are to do. All men know
and acknowledge that God ought to be publicly

U worfhipped; why otherwife do they compel- one
another unto the public affemblies? Men therefore,
_conftituted. in this.liberty, are.t6 enter into fome re-
ligious foeiety, that they may meet together, not
only for mutual edification, but to own to the world

majefty fuch ferviee as they themfelves are not
afhamed of, and fuch as they think:- not unworthy of
him, nor unacceptable.to him :.and finally, that by

J that they werfhip God, and offer unte his divine

: the purity of dotrine, holinefs of life, and decent

form of worthip, they may draw others unto the

love of the true religion, and perform fuch other
i things in religion as cannot be done by each private
“man apart,

Thefe- religious focieties I-call- churches; and-

% thefe, I fay, the magiftrate ought to tolerate: for.

the bufinefs of thefe affemblies of -the people is no-
thing but. what is Jawful .for every man in parti- .
cular to take care of ; I mean, the falvation of their
fouls. Nor in this cafe is there any difference be-
tween the national church and other feparated con-
gregations. But as in every church there are two_
things efpecially to be confidered, ¢ the outward form
¢ and rites of public worfhip, and the dodrifes and
¢ articles of faith,’ thefe things muft be handled each
diftin&ly, that fo the whole matter of -toleration may,
the more clearly be underftood.

Concerning outward worflip, I fay, in the firfk
place, that the magiftrate has no power to enforce by -
law, cither in his own church, or much lefs in ano-
- ther,

. BRI R T PO P ." . ,..-_;1-&“
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ther, the ufe of any rites or ceremonies whatfoever

in the worfhip of God. And this not only becaufe

thefe churches are free focieties, but becaufe whatfo-

ever is pra&tifed in. the worfhip of Gody is only {074
far juftifiable as it is believed by thofe that pradtife :

it to be acceptable -unto him. Whatfoever is not

done with that affurance of. faith, is neither well done

in itfelf nor can it be acceptable to God. To impofe

fuch things. therefore upon any people, contrary ta* ) I
their own judgment, is in effeét to command them ' ™
to offend God ; which, confidering that the end of~

all religion is to pleafe him, and that liberty is effen-

tially neceffary to that end, appears to be abfurd be-~

yond expreffion, ‘

But, perhaps, it may be concladed from hencey

¢.That I deny unto the magiftrate all manner of
¢ power about indifferent things ; which, if it be not
¢granted, the whole fubjeét matter of law-making
¢ is taken away.’ - No; { readily grant that indiffe- | y
rent things, and perhaps none but fuch, are fubjett.
ed to the legiflative: power. But it does not therefore.
follow, that the magiftrate may ordain whatfoever

¢ pleafes concerning any thing that is indifferent; ¥

Che public guod. is the rule and meafure of all law-X.- *
making. If a thing be not ufeful- to the common-
. wealth, though it be never fo_indifferent, it may not
- prefently be cftablithed by law) ‘

But, further, things never {o indifferent in their
own nature, when they are brought into the church
and worfhip of God, are removed out of the reach

" of the magiftrate’s. jurifdiGion ; becaufe, in that ufe,
they have no connexion at -all with civil affairs.
The only bufinefs of the church is the falvation of
fouls;; and it.-no ways concerns-the common-wealth,

h ’ Or.
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_or any member of it, that this or the other ceremo-

- ¢y be there made.ufe of. Neither the ufe, nor the
omiffion of any ceremonies, in thofe religious affem-

j- blies, does either advantage or prejudice the life,..
Uliberty, or eftate of any man. For example, let it
be granted, that the wathing of an infant with water

is in itfelf an indifferent thing: let it be granted
alfo, that if the magijftrate underftand fuch wathing_

to be profitable to the curing or preventing of any
difeafe that the children are fubjeét unto, and efteem, -
the matter weighty enough to be taken care of by a.
law, in that cafe he may order it to-be done. But
will any one therefore fay, that a-magiftrate has the -
fame right to ordain, by law, that all children fhall .
be baptized by priefts, in the facred font, in order to .
the purification of their. fouls? Fhe extreme dif-
farence of thefe two cafes is vifible to every one at:
fuft fight.. Or let us apply the laft cafe to the child -
of a Jew, and the thing wil] fpeak itfelf ; for what . -
hinders but a Chriftian magiftrate may have fubje&s.
("that are Jews? Now, if we acknowledge that fuch..
! an injury may not be done unto a Jew, as to compel .
"+ him, againft his own opinion, to pra&ife in his reli-
gion a thing that is in.its nature indifferent; how
can we maintain that any thing of this kind may be:

done to a Chriftian ? ~ -

.~ Again,. things in their own nature indifferent
— _ cannot, by any human authority, be made any part -
._of the worfhip of God; for this. very reafon, be-
-%-caufe they are indiffcrent ; for fince indifferent things
are not capable, by any virtue of -their own, to pro-
pitiate the Deity, no human power or authority can.
confer on them fo much dignity and excellency, as

to enable them to doit. In the common affairs of-

life, that ufe of indifferent things which God has .

. not

“{
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. mot forbidden, is free and lawful ; and therefore in
thofe things human authority has place. But it is X
‘not fo in matters of religion. Things indifferent
are not otherwife lawful in the worfhip of God than
as they are inftituted by God himfelf; and as he, by
fome pofitive command, has ordained them to be
made a part of that worfhip which he will vouchfafe
to accept of at the hands of poor finful men: nor
when an incenfed Deity fhall afk us, ¢ Who hasre-’
¢ quired thefe, or fuch like, things at your hands?’ S X
will it be enough to-an{fwer him, that the magiftrate
commanded: them. If civil jurifdi®ion extended
thus far, what might not lawfully be introduced into ¥~
religion? 'What hodge-podge of ceremonies, what Y
fuperftitious inventions, built upon the magiftrate’s -
authority, might not (againft confcience) be impofed
upon- the worfhippers of God? For the greateft
part of thefe ceremonies and fuperftitions: confifts in .,
the religious ufe of fuch things as are in their own -V
nature indifferent; nor are they finful upon any
other account than becaufe God is not the author of
them. The fprinkling of water, and the ufe of j
bread: and: wihe; are both in their own nature, and "
in the ordinary occafions of life, altogether indif:
ferent. - Will any man therefore fay, that thefé
things could have beenintroduced into religion, and .
made a part of divine worthip, if not by divine in«.
ftitution? I€ any human authority or civil power
could have done this, why might it not alfo enjoin
the eating of fith, and drinking of ale, in the holy
banquet, as a part of divine worthip? Why not
the fprinkling of the blood of: beafts in churches,
and expiations by water or fire, and abundance more -
of this kind? ﬁut thefe things, how indifferent f&l :
ever they be in common ufes, when they come to be T
annexed unto diving worfhip, without divine au-

o thority.

e
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fice of a dog. And why a dog fo abominable?
What difference is there between a dog and a goat,
in refpet of the divine nature, equally and infinite-

ly diftant from- all affinity with- matter, ualefs it be-
that God required the ufe of the one in his worfhip,.

and not of the other? We fee therefore that indiffe-
rent things, how much foever they be under the power

He

{@od that which he knows will be diffp
im, becaufe not commanded by himfelf.
not to pleafe God, or.appeafe his wrath, but willing-

ly and knowingly to provoke him, by a manifeft-

of the civil magiftrate, yet cannot upon.that pre-
““Mence be introduced- into religion, and impofed upon
religious affemblies ; becaufe, in the worfhip of God:
‘they wholly ceafe to be indifferent.
ips God, does it with.a defign. to pleafe him, and -
. Jprocure his favour ; but that cannot be done by him,
“ who, upon the command of another, offers unto.
leafing to.
This is.

that wor-

contempt ; which is a thing abfolutely repugnant to

the nature and end-of worfhip.

But it will here be afked, ¢ If nothing belonging
¢-to divine worfhip be left to human difcretion, how
¢.is it then that churches themfelves have the power
¢ of ordering any thing about the time and place of
¢ worfhip, and the like:’. To this I anfwer, that in

\religious worfhip we muft diftinguith between what

is part of the worfhip itfelf, and what is but a cir-
cumftance. That is a part of the worfhip which is
; believed to be appointed by God, and to be well-
"pleafing to him, and therefore that is neceffary.
Circumftances are fuch things which, though in ge-

neral they cannot be feparated from worfhip, yet the -

particular inftances or modifications of them are not

determined, and . therefore they are different. 9f .
. , this -

sl
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this fort are the time and place of worthip, the habit M -

and pofture of him that worfthips. Thefe are cir-
cumftances, and perfe'&l{ indifferent, ‘where _h_God
has_not given any exprefs command about them.
For example, zmo%x“gﬁ‘%he Jews, the time and place-
of their worthip, and the habits of thofe that offici-
-ated in it, were not mete circumftances, but a part of
the worthip itfelf ; in which, if any thing were defec~

tive, or different from the inftitution, they-could not, -

"hope that it would be accepted by God. But thefe, td-
Chriftians under the liberty of the gofpel, are mere
-circumftances ‘of worfhip, which the prudence of
-every -church may bring into fuch ufe as fhall be
judged moft fubfervient to the end of order, decenc
and edification. Though even under the gofpel alfo,
" thofe who believe the firft or the feventh day to be
fet apart by God, and confecrated flill to his wor-
fhip, to them that portion of time is not a fimple
circumftance, but a real part of divine worfhip,
which can neither be.changed nor negle&ted. .

1In the next place, as the magiftrate hds no pow-

*

\

/

er to impofe, by his laws, the ufe of any rites and .
ceremonies in any church; fo neither has he any -
power to forbid the ufe of fuch fites and ceremonies %~

as are already received, approved, and: pratifed by
any church ; becaufe, if he did fo, he would deftroy
the church itfelf; the end of whofe inftitution is
only to worfhip God with freedom, after its own
manner.

You will fay, ¢ By this rule, if fome congrega- .

< tions fhould have a mind to facrifice infants, or’'

(as the primitive chriftians were falfely accufed)

¢ luftfully pollute themfelves in promifcuous unclean-

¢ nefs, or pra&ife any other fuch heinous enormities,
‘is



© 4 Letter concerning Toleration

ris the magiftrate obliged to “tolerate them, becaufe .
<€

/¢ they are committed in a religious affembly ?’ I an-
fwer, No. Thefe things are not lawful in the ordi-

*M nary courfe of life, nor in any private houfe, and

e

-+

therefore neither are they fo in the worfhip of God,
or in any religious' meeting. But indeed if any peo-

. ){ ple, congregated upon account of religion, fhould be

-defirous to facrifice a calf, I deny that that ought to
. be.prohibited by a law. Melibzus, whafe it is,

may lawful}y ill ‘his own calf at home, and-bum -
it

any part of it that he thinks fit;{for no injury is

thereby dong to any one, no prejudice to another

man’s goods J and for the fame reafon -he may kill
his calf alfo”in a religious meeting. - Whether the
~doing fo be well-pleafing to God, or ‘no, it is their
part to confider that do it. ("The part of the ma-
giftrate is only to take care that :the commonwealth
receive no prejudice, and that there ke no injury
done to-any man, either in life or eftate.) And thus
~what may be f})ent on a feaft, may be fpent on a fa-
crifice. But if, peradventure, fuch were the fate of
.things, that the intereft of the commonwealth requi-
red all flaughter of beafts thould be forborn for fome
time, in order to the increafing of the ftock of cat-
‘tle, that had been deftroyed by fome extraordinary
‘murrain ; who fees not-that the magiftrate, in fuch a
.cafe, may forbid all his fubje&s to kill any calves
for any ufe whatfoever? Only it is to be obferved,

: in this.cafe, that the law is not made about a -religi-

ous, but a political matter ; nor is the facrifice, but
the flaughter of calves thereby prohibited.
By this we fee what difference there is between

7~ / the church and the commonwealth. Whatfoever is
") dawful in the commonwealth,

nnot be prohibited
by the magiftrate in the chutch.%ﬂ/hagfoever is per-
mitted unto any one of his fubjt&s for their ordi-

nary
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nary ufe, neither can, nor ought to be forbidden, by ¢
him to any fe& of people for their religious ufes. JIf
any man may lawfully take bread or wine, either fit-
ting or kneeling, in his own houfe, the law ought
not to abridge him of the fame liberty in his rcli-
gious worfhip ; though in the church the ufe of bread
and wine be very different, and be there applied to
the myfteries of faith, and rites of divine worfhip. .
But thofe things that are prejudicial to the common-) )){
weal of a people in their ordinary ufe, and are there-
fore forbidden by laws, thofe things ought not to be |
permitted to churchss in their facred rites. Only the -
magiftrate ought always to be very careful, that he do
not mifufe his authority, to the oppreflicn of any
church, under pretence of public good.

_ It'may be faid, ¢ What if a church be idolatrous,
¢ is that alfo to be tolerated by the magiftrate?’ In
anfwer, I afk, ¢ What power can be given to the
¢ magiftrate for the fuppreflion of an idolatrous
¢ church, which may not, in time and place, be
¢ made ufe of to the ruin of an orthodox one?’ For
it muft be remembered that the civil power is the
fame every where, and the religion of every prince
is orthodox to himfelf. 1f therefore fuch a power be
granted unto the civil magiftrate in fpirituals, as that
at Geneva (for example), he may extirpate, by vio-
fence and blood, the religion, which is there reputed
- idelatrous, by the fame rule another magiftrate, in
fome neighbouring country, may opprefs the reform-
ed religion, and, in India, the chriftian. The civil
power can either change every thing in religion, ac- ¢
cording to the prince’s pleafure, .or it can change no-
thing. If it be once permitted to introduce any
thing into religion, by the means of laws and penal-
- ties, there can be no bouréds put to it; but it will in
the
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‘the fame manner be lawful - to alter every thing, ac-
cording to that rule of truth which the magiftrate has
framed unto himfelf. No man whatfoever ought
therefore to be deprived of his terreftrial enjoyments,
upon account of his religion : - not even Americans;
fubje@ed unto a-Chriftian prince, are to be punifhed
«either in body or goods, for not embracing our faith
and worfhip. If they are perfuaded that they pleafe
God in obferving the rites of their own country,
and that they fhall obtain happinefs by that means,
they are to be left unto God and themfelves. Let
us trace this matter to the bottom. Thus itis. An
inconfiderable and weak number of Chriftians, defti-
tute of every thing, arrive in a Pagan country : thefe
foreigners befeech the inhabitants, by the bawels of
-humanity, that they ‘would fuccour them with the
neceflaries of life: thofe neceflaries are given them ;
habitations are granted ; and they all join together,
and grow up into one body of people. The Chrif-
tian religion, by this means, takes root in that coun-
try, and fpreads itfelf, but does not fuddenly grow the
ftrongeft. - While things are in this condition, peace,
friendthip, faith, and equal juftice, are preferved
amongft them. At length the magiftrate becomes a
‘Chriftian, and by that means their party becomes
the moft powerful: then immediately all compa&s
are to be broken, all civil rights -to be violated, that

idolatry may be extirpated ; and unlefs thefe innocent -

pagans, firit obfervers of the rules of equity, and
of the law of nature, and no ways offending againft
the laws ‘of the fociety ; I fay, unlefs they will for-
fake ‘their ancient religion, and embrace a new and
firange one, they are to be turned out of the lands
and pofleffions of their forefathers, and perhaps de-
prived of life itfelf. Then at laft it appears .what
zeal for the church, joined with the defire of domi-

: nion

.« ¢
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nion is capable to produce ; and how eafily the pre<y
terice of religion, and of the care of fouls, ferves for “ ¥
a cloke to covetoufnefs, rapine, and ambition.. Vi

Now, whofoever maintains that idolatry is to be
rooted out of any place by laws, punithments, fire,
and fword, may apply this ftory to himfelf. For the
reafon of the thing is equal, both in America and
Europe ; and neither Pagans there, nor any diffent- 1 ,
ing Chriftians here, can, with any right, be deprived ~ X'
of their worldly goods, by the predominating falion _J
of a court-church; nor are any civil rights to be
either changed er violated upon account of religion
in one place more than another.

¢ But idolatry (fay fome) is a fin, and therefore- Y’
- € not to.be tolerated,” If they faid, it were therefore®

to be avoided, the inference were good. But it does-
not follow, that becaufe it is a fin, it ought therefore- \4
to be punithed by the magiftrate. For it does not be-
long unto the magiftrate to make ufe of his fword in
punifthing every thing, indifferently, that he takes to

be a fin againft God. Covetoufnefs, uncharitable-
nefs, idlenefs, and many other things are fins, by
the confent of all men, which yet no man ever faid
‘were to be punifhed by the magiftrate: the reafon is,
becaufc they are not prejudicial to other men’s rights,
nor do they break the public peace of focieties.” Nay;y
even the fins of lying-and perjury are no where punifh-
able by laws, unlefs in certain cafes, in which the real?, -
turpitude of the thing, and the offence againft God, *,
are not confidered, but only the injury done unto ;
men’s neighbours, and to the commonwealth., And
what if in another country, to a Mahometan or a Pa-
.gan prince, the Chriftian rFe:ligion feem falfe and oﬂ'(qn-

. : 2 ive
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five to God, may not the Chriftians, for the fame rea-
fon, and after the fame manner be extirpated theie ?

But it may be urged further, ¢ That by the law
¢ of Mofes, idolaters were to be rooted out.’ - True
indeed, by the law of Mofes, but that is not obliga-
tory to us Chriftians, No body pretends that every
thing, generally enjoined by the law of Mofes, ought
to be practifed by Chriftians. But there is nothing
more frivolous than that common diftin&ion of mo-
ral, judicial, and ccremonial law, which men ordi-
narily make ufe of : for no pofitive law whatfoever
can, oblige any people, but thofe to whom it is given.
¢ Hear, O Ifracl!’ {ufficiently refirains the obliga-
tion of the law of Mofes only to that people. And
this confideration alone is an{wer enough unto thofe

. that urge the authority of the law of Mofes, for the
inflicting of capital punifhments upon idolaters. But
however, I will examine this argument a little more
particualarlys

The cafe of idolaters, in refpe@ of the Jewith
commonwealth, falls under a- double confideration.
Fhe firft is of thofe who, being initiated in the Mo- -
faical rites, and made citizens of that common-
-wealth, did afterwards apoftatize from the worthip
of the God of Ifracl. Thefe were proceeded againft
as traitors and- rebels, guilty of no lefs than high
treafon. - For the commonwealth of the Jews, diffe-
rent in that from all others, was an abfolute thee-
cracy ; nor was there, nor could there be, any dif-
ference between that commonwealth and the church.
‘T'he laws eftablithed there concerning the worfhip of
-one invifible Deity, were the civil laws of that peo-
ple, and a. part of their political government; in
‘which God himfelf was the legiflator. Now if any

: one
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oene can thew me where there is a commonwealth,
at this time, conftituted upon that foundation, I will
acknowledge that the ecclefiaftical laws do there un-
avoidably become a part of the civil, and that the
fubjeéts of that government both may, and ought to
be kept in {tri& conformity with that church by the
civil power. But there is abfolutely no fuch thing,
under the gofpel, as a Chriflian commonwealth.
There are indeed many cities and kingdoms that
have embraced the faith of Chrift; but they have
retained their ancient form of government, with
which the law of Chrift hath not at all meddled. He
indeed hath taught men how, by faith and good
‘works, they may attain eternal life; but he inftituted
no commonwealth. He prefcribed unto his followers
no new and peculiar form of government; nor put
he the fword into any magiftrate’s hand, with com-
miffion to make ufe of it in forcing men to forfake
their former religion, and- reeeive his.

Secondly, Foreigners, and fuch as were ¢ ftrangers
to-the commonwealth of Ifrael,” were not compelled
by force to obferve the rites of the Mofaical law.
But on the contrary, in the very fame place where
it is ordered, that ¢ an Ifraclite that was an idolater,
¢ fhould be put to death.’ there it is provided, that
¢ ftrangers fhould not be vexed. nor opprefled,’ Exdd.
Xxii. 20, 21. I confefs that the feven nations that
polleficd the Jand which was promifed to the. Ifrael-
ites, were utterly to be cut oif: but this was not
fingly becaufe they were idelaters; for, -if it had
been the reafon, why were the Moabiws and the
other nations to be fpared? No: the reafon is this;
God being in a peculiar manner the king of the
Jews, he could not fuffer the adoration of any other
deity, (which was properly an aét of high treafon

. E3 againt
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; jthe New Teftament to be the word of God, he does
X ot thereby alter any thing in men’s civil rights, If
ia heathen doubt of both 'lgeﬂaments, he is not there-
fore to be punithed as a pernicious citizen. The
power of the magiftrate, and the eftates of the people,
may be equally fecure, whether any man believe thefe
' éhings or no.§ I readily grant, that thefe opinions are
" (falfe and abfurd: but the bufinefs of laws is not to
. +% Jprovide for the truth of opinions, but for the fafety
_ ‘( and fecurity of the commonwealth, and of every par-
# gicular man’s goods and pcrfon) And fo it ought to be.
~ (For truth certainly would do well enough, if the were
once left to fhift for herfelf. She feldom has received, .
and I fear never- will receive, much afliftance from
- the power of great men, o whom fhe is but rarely
known, and more rarely welcome. She is not taught
by laws,. nor has fhe any need of force to procure her.
entrance into the minds of men. KErrors indeed pre-
vail by the affiftance of foreign and borrowed” fuc-
_cours: but if truth makes not her way into the un-
derftanding by her own light, fhe will be but the
wegker for any borrowed force violence can add to-
her. ) Thus much for fpeculative opinions. Let us
now proceed to pradlical ones. .

. . A good life, in which confifts not the leaft.part of.
.} religion and true pigty, concerns alfo the civil govern-
ment ; and in it lies the fafety bath of men’s fouls, and
.“of the commonwealth. _I\_’llgr%l;_&ﬁims belong there-
) fore 'to the juritdiclion both of the outward and in--
“~. < ward court, both of the civil and domeftic governor, .
. L:mean, both of the magiftkate and confcience Here
“therefore is great danger, lefi ofie’ of theéfé jurifdictions -
intrench upon the other, and difcord arife between the.
keeper of the public peace, and the overfeers of fouls.
But if what has been already faid concerning the limit%-
Lo T ol
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of both thefe governments be righﬂy confidéred, it
will eafily remove all difficulty in this matter.

Every man has an immortal foul, capable of eter- i -
nal happinefs or mifery ; whofe happinefs depending ~
upon- his believing and doing thofe things. in this life,
which are neceffary to the obtaining of God’s favour;
and are prefcribed by God to that end: it follows
from thence, firft, that the obfervance of thefe things,Xﬁ,
is the higheft obligation that lies upon- mankind, and
that our utmoft care, application, and diligence, ought
to be exercifed in the fearch and performance of them ;
becaufe there is nothing in this world that is of any
confideration in comparifon with eternity. Secondly,
that feeing one man does not violate the right of ano-
ther, by his erroneous opinions, and undue manner of
worfhip, nor is his perdition, any prejudice to another
man’s affairs j therefore the care of each man’s falva-
tion belongs only to himfelf.. But I would not have’
this underftood, as if I meant hereby to condemn alL)\'
charitable admonitions, and affe@ionate endeavours to
reduce men from errors, which are indeed the greateft
duty of a Chriftian. Any one may employ as many
exhortations and arguments as he pleafes, towards the
promoting of another man’s falvation ; but all force £
and compulfion are to be forborn. Nothing is to be
done imperioufly. No body is obliged in that matter
to yield obedience unto the admonitions orinjunétions _ '
of another, further than he himfelf is perfuaded. Eve- i, A
. Ty man, in that, has the fupreme and abfolute autho-

rity of judging for himfelf. And the reafon is; be-"_:
caufe no body elfe is concerned in it, nor can receive
any prejudice from his conduét therein.

But befides their fouls, which ar® immortal, men
have alfo their temporal lives here. upon:earth:;ﬁ the
ate
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ftate whereof being frail and fleeting, and the duration -
uncertain, they have need of feveral outward conveni-
ences to the fupport thereof ; which are to be procured
, or preferved by pains and induftry. For thofe things
"X that are neceffary to the comfortable fupport of out
lives, are not the fpontaneous produs of nature, nor -
do offer themfelves fit and prepared for our ufe. This
part therefore draws on another care, and neceflarily
gives another employment. But the pravity of man-
_Kkind being fuch, that they had rather injurioufly prey
}upon the fruits of other men’s labours, than take pains
. /to provide for themfelves ; the neceflity of preferving. .
men in the pofeffion of what honeft induftry has al-
; ready acquired, and alfo of preferving their liberty and
firength, whereby they may acquire what they further
\want, obliges men to enter into fociety with one ano-
gher ; that by mutual affiftance, and joint force, they
may fecure unto each. other their properties in the
things that contribute to the comfort and happinefs of-
this life, leaving in the mean while to every man the
carc of his own eternal happinefs; the attainment
whereof can neither be facilitated by another man’s
induftry, nor can the lofs of it turn to another man’s
‘prejudice, nor the hope of it be forced from him by
any external violence: but forafmuch as men thus
cntcrinégt into focieties, grounded upon their mutual
- compals of affiftance, for the defence of their tempo-
ral goods, may neverthelefs be deprived of them, either
by the rapine and fraud of their fellow-citizens, or by
.. the hoftile violence of foreigners; the remedy of this
>4.-% evil confifts in arms, riches, and multitude of citi-
.- zens; the remedy of the other in laws ; and the care
of all things,. relating both to the one and the other,
is committed by the fociety to the civil magiftrate,
‘This is the original, this is the ufe, and thefe are the
2\, bounds of the legiflative (which is the fupreme) power
: in

- /,wu
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in every commonwealth : I mean, that provifion ma

~ be made for the fecurity of each man’s private pofief-
" fions; for the peace, riches, and public commodities of
the whole people, and, as much as peflible, for the in-

creafe of their inward ftrength againft foreign invafions.

Thefe things being thus explained, it is eafy to un-
-derltand to what end the legiflative powép ought to be
dire¢ted, and by what meafures regulated, and that is
the temparal good and outward :fprofpcnty_.of: the fo-¥-

_Clety, which is the fole reafon of men’s entering intQ
fociety, and the only thing they feck and aim at in igx
And it is alfo evident what liberty remains to men in
reference to their eternal falvation, and that is, that ¥
every one fhould do what he in his confcience is per- [ i
* fuaded to be acceptable to the Almighty, on whofe good ;
pleafure and acceptance depends his eternal happinefs. ’
For obedience is.due in the firft place to God, and | - 14
afterwards to the laws. c- A !

. But fome may afk, ¢ What if the magiftrate thould
¢ enjoin any thing by his authority that appears un~ %
¢ lawful to the confcience of a private perfon?’ I am
fwer, That if government be faithfully adminiftered,
and the counfels of the magiftrate be indeed dire&ted |-
to the public good, this will feldom happen. But if -
perhaps it do fo fall out; I fay, that fuch a private
perfon is to abftain from the ation that he judges un-
lawful, and he is to undergo the punifhment, which it
is not unlawful for him to bear. For the private judg-
ment of any perfon concerning a law enaéted in po-
Iitical matters for the public good, does not take away>¢
the obligation of that law, nor deferve a difpenfation :
but if the law indeed be concerning things that lie not
within the verge of the magiftrate’s authority, (as for
example, that the people, or any party amongft ‘glenlxé

ou

-
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join in the worfhip and ceremonies of another church)
gfncn are not in thefe cafes obliged by that law againft
their confciences : for the political fociety is inftituted
for no other end but only to fecure every man’s pof-

feflion of the things of this life. The care of each

man’s foul, and of the things of heaven, which nei-
ther does belong to the commonwealth, nor can be
fubjeCted to it, is left entirely to every man’s felf.
Thus the fafeguard of men’s lives, and of the things
that belong unto this life, is the bufinefs of the com-
monwealth ; and the preferving of thofe things unte
their owners is the duty of the magiftrate : and there-
fore the magiftrate cannot take away thefe worldly
things from this man or party, and give them to that;
nor change property amongft fcllow-fubjeés (no not

" even by a law) for a caufe that has no relation to the

e

_end of civil government ; I méan, for their religion ;
which, whether it be true or falfe, does no prejudice
to the worldly concerns of their fellow-fubjets, which
-are the things that only belong unto the care of the
commonwealth. ‘

i ¢ But what if the magiftrate believe fuch a law as

"« this to be for the fpublic good?’ I anfwer, As the

. ‘private judgment of any particular perfon, if errone-
.ous, does not exempt him from the obligation of law ;
:fo the private judgment (as I may call it) of the ma-

 giftrate, does not give him any new right of impofing
laws upon his fubjeéts, which neither was in the con-
ftitution of the govemmcnt granted him, nor ever was
in the power of the people to.grant ; and leaft of all,
if he make it his bufinefs to enrich and advance his
followers and fellow-feGaries with the {poils of others.

¢ But what if the magiftrate believe that he has a
¢ right to make fuch laws, and that they are for the
public

- _vs
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¢ Who_fhall be judge between them?’ I_anfwer, "\
od _alor?e".“"FéF%heé%s no judgg upon earth between

the fupreine magiftrate and the people. God, I fay,

is the only judge in this cafe, who will retribute unto

every one at the laft day, according to his deferts 3

that is, according to his fincerity and uprightnefs,

in endeavouring to promote piety, and the public

weal and peace of mankind. ¢ But what fhall be

* done in the mean while?’ T anfwer, The principal, ™

and chief care of every one ought to be of his owng} )g\

foul firft, and in the next place of the public peace; °

though yet there are very few will think jt is peace ;

there, where they fee all laid wafte.

¢ ;gublic good, and his fubjeéts believe the contrary ? Y ¥

There are two forts of contefts amongft men, the
one managed by law, the other by force; and thefe
are of that nature, that where the one ends, the other
always begins. But it is not my bufinefs to inquire
into the power of the magiftrate in the different con-
ftitutions of nations. 1 only know what ufually hap-
pens where controverfies arife, without a.judge to de-
termine them. You will fay then, ¢ The magiftrate
¢ being the ftronger, will have his will, and carry his
¢ point.” Without doubt. But the queftion is not
here concerning the doubtfulnefs of the event, but
the rule of right. ‘

" But to come to particulars. (I fay, firft, No opi- i
nions contrary to human fociety, or to thofe moral rules - >
which are neceffary to the prefervation of civil fociety, ;
are to be tolerated by the magiftrate.) But of thefe in-
deed examples in any church are rire.  For no feét
can eafily arrive to fuch a degree of madnefs, as that
it thould think fit to teach, for doétrines of religion,
fuch thingsas manifeftly undermine the foundations of
F fociety,
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fociety, and are therefore condemned by the judgment
of all mankind : becaufe their-own intereft, peace, re-
putation, every thing, would be thereby endangered.

Another more fecret evil, but more dangerous to
the commonwealth, is, when men arrogate to them-
A4 felves, and to thofe of their own fe&, {ome peculiar
{ prerogative, covered over with a fpecious fhew of de-
\ ceitful words, ‘but in effe@. gppofite to the civil right
of the community. For example: we'cannot find any
fet that teaches exprefsly and openly, that men are not
obliged to keep their promife ; that princes may be de-
throned by thofe that differ from them in religion ; or
that the dominion of all things belongs only to them-
felves: for thefe things, propofed thus nakedly and
plainly, would foon draw on them the eye and hand
of the magiftrate, and.awaken all the care of the com-
monwealth to a watchfulnefs againft the fpreading of
fo dangerous an evil. But neverthelefs, we find thofe
that fay the fame things, in other words "What elfe ,
do they mean, who teach ¢ that faith is not to be kept
¢ with heretics ?’ Their meaning, forfooth, is that the
rivilege of breaking faith belongs unto themfelves :
- for they declare all that are not of ‘their communion
to be heretics, or at leaft may declare them fo whenfo- t
-ever they think fit. ' What can be the meaning of their
afferting, that ¢ kings excommunicated forfeit their
< crowns and kingdoms?’ Itis evident that they there-
by arrogate unto themfelves the power of depofing
kings: becaufe they challenge the power of excom-
munication, as the peculiar right of their hierarchy.
That ¢ dominion is founded in grace,’ is alfo an af-
fertion by which thofe that maintain it do plainly lay
claim to the poffeffion of all things: for they are not
fo wanting to themfelves as not te believe, or at leaft
as not to profefs, themfelves to be truly pious and
: ' faithful.

.

~
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faithful. Thefe therefore, and the like, who attribute
unto the faithful, religious, and orthodox ; that is, irr
plain terms, unto themfelves ; any peculiar privilege

or power above other mortals, in civil concernments ;

or who, upon pretence of religion, do challenge any
manner of authority over fuch as are not affociated with

" them in their ecclefiaftical communion: I fay, thefe
have no right to be tolerated by the magiftrate; as
neither thoﬁz that will not own and teach the duty of
tolerating all men in matters of mere religion. For)
what do all thefe and the like do&rines fignify, but! .*
that thofe men may, and are ready upon any occafion -
to feize the government, and poffefs themfelves of -
the eftates and fortunes of their fellow-fubjefts ; and
that they only afk leave to be tolerated by the ma- .
giftrate fo long, until they find themfelves ftrong e-
nough to effet it.

Again, that church can have no right to be tole-\;
rated by the magiftrate, which is conftituted upon fuch\_ g
a bottom; that all thofe who enter into it, do thereby,  *
;'pfafaéio, deliver themfelves up to the prote@ion and
ervice of another prince. For by this means the ma#’
giftrate would give way to the fettling a foreign jurif- pe
di&ion in his own country, and fuffer his own people
to be lifted, as it it were, for foldiers againft his own.-
overnment. Nor does the frivolous and fallacious
ittin&ion between the court and the church afford
any remedy to this inconvenience ; efpecially when
both the one and the other are equally fubje&t to the
abfolute authority of the fame perfon, who has not
only power to perfuade the members of his church to
whatfoever he lifts, (either.as purely religious or as
in order thereunto) but can alfo enjoin it them on

pain of eternal fire. It is ridiculous for any one to ¥

profefs himf{élf to be a Mahometan only in his reli- 7
F 2 gion,
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~% gion, but in every thing elfe a faithful fubje& to a
- Chriftan magiftrate, whilt at the fame time he ac-
knowledges himfelf bound to yield blind obedience to
the Mufti of Conftantinople ; who himfelf is entirely
obedient to the Ottoman Emperor, and frames the
feigned oracles of that religion according to his plea-
fure. But this Mahometan living amongft Chriftians,
would.yet more apparently renounce their government,
if he acknowledge the fame perfon to be head of his.
church who is the fupreme magiftrate in the ftate. -

.+ Lafily, Thofe are not at all to be tolerated who.
- 7 “deny the being of a God.” Promifes, covenants, and

., oaths, which are the bonds of human fociety, can
. have no hold upon. an atheit. The taking away of’
' _God, though but even in thought, diflolves all. Be-
fides alfo, thofe that by their atheifm undermine and

¢ deftroy all religion, can-have no pretence of religion

s~ whereupon to challenge the privilege of -a toleration,
Asfor other pra&tical opinions, though not abfo]ute(lfvl

free from all error, yet if they do not tend to eftablifh
dominion over others, or civil impunity to the church.
in which they are taught, there can be no reafon why

they fhould not be tolerated. :

It remains that I fay fomething concerning thofe
affemblics, which being vulgarly called, and perhaps
having fometimes been, conventicles, and nurferies.
of fa&tions and feditions, are thought to afford the.
ftrongeft matter of obje&ion againft this do&rine of:
toleration : but this has not happened by any thing
peculiar unto the genius of fuch affemblies, but by the
unhappy circumftances of an opprefled or ill-fettled
liberty.” Thofe accufations would foon ceafe, if the

. law of toleration were once fo fettled, that all churches
" were obliged to lay down toleration as the foundatior;
' . of,
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of their own liberty, and teach, that liberty of con- .
fcience is every man’s natural right, equally belong---
ing to diffenters as to themfelves ; and that no body
ought to be compelled in matters of religion, either X
by law or force. = The eftablifhment of this one thing
would take away all ‘ground of complaints and tu-
mults upon account of confcience. And thefe caufes
of difcontents and animofities being once removed,
there would remain nothing in thefe affemblies that-
were not more peaceable, and lefs apt to produce dif-
turbances of flate, than in any other meetings what-
foever. But let us examine particularly the heads of.
thefe accufations.

You will fay, ¢ That aflemblies and meetings en:'k 4
* danger the public peace, and threaten the common- ) '
¢ wealth.” I anfwer, if this be fo, why are there daily -
fuch numerous meetings in markets and courts of
judicature? Why are crowds upon the exchange,
and a concourfe of people in cities fuffered? You.
will reply, thefe are civil affemblies ; but thofe that x
we object againft.are ecclefiatical. I anfwer, itis a
likely thing indeed, that fuch aflemblies as are alto=
gether remote from civil ‘affairs, thould be moft apt,
to embroil them. ¢ O! but civil affemblies are com-;
¢ pofed of men that differ from one another in mat- >
¢ ters of religion, but thefe ecclefiaftical meetings are:
¢ of perfons that are all of one opinion.” As if an:
agreement in- matters of religion, were in effétt a 3y
confpiracy againft the commonwealth ; or as if men.
would not be fo much the more warmly unanimous..
in religion, the lefs liberty they had of affembling.
But it will be urged ftill, ¢ That civil affemblies are
¢ open and free for any one to enter into, whereas re-
¢ ligious conventicles are more private, ‘and thereb v
¢-give opportunity to clandeftine machinations.’ {
F.3 anfwer, .
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~ianfwer, that this is not ftritly true, for many civil
“affemblies are not open to cvery one. And if fome
religious meetings be private, who are they (I befeech
you) that are to be blamed for it ? thofe that defire, or.”
‘thofe that forbid their being public? Again, you will
N fay, ¢ That religious communion does exceedingly
*J ¢ unite men’s minds and affe@ions to one another,.
/ € and is therefore the more dangerous.” But if this
~“be fo, why is not the magiftrate afraid of his own
" church? and why doth he not forbid their affemblics.
. as.things dangerous to his government?- You will
fay, ¢ Becaufe he himfelf is a part, and even the
¢ head of them.” As if he were not al{o a part of the.
commonwealth, and the head of ‘the whole people.

Let us therefore deal plainly. ‘The magiftrate is.
- afraid of other churches, but not of his own ; be-.
‘caufe he is kind and favourable to the one, but fevere -
and cruel to the other.. Thefe he treats like children,
and indulges.them even to wantennefs : _thofe he ufes.
as flaves: and how blamelefsly foever they demean.
themfelves, recompenfes them no otherwife than by
gallies, prifons, confifcations, and death. Thefe he-
cherithes and defends: thofe he continually fcourges.
. and opprefles. Let him turn the tables, or let thofe
-/ diffenters enjoy but the fame privileges in civils as.
‘his other fubje&s, and he will quickly find that
(\thefc religious meetings will be no longer dangerous.:.
for if men enter into feditious confpiracices, it is not-
“religion that.infpires them to it in their meetings, but-

*7 " their fufferings and oppreflions_that make them wil-

ling to cafe t%iémfehes. Juft'and moderate govern-
“ents are every where quiet, every where fafe: but

™ oppreflion raifes ferments, and makes men ftruggle
to caft off an uneafy and tyrannical yoke. 1 kpow

~ . that feditions are very frequently raifed upon prc:tcncef
X . A Ao,
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. L
gf,re]igion: but it is as true, that, for religion, fub- Y

eCts are frequently ill treated, and live miferably.
iBelicve me, the flirs that are made, proceed not from
any peculiar temper of this or that church or religious
fociety, but from the common difpofition of all man-
kind, who, when they groan under any heavy bur-

den, endeavour. naturally to fhake off the yoke that
galls their necks. Suppofe this bufinefs of religion
were let alone, and that there were fome other dif-
tin&ion made between men and men, upon account
of their different complexions, fhapes,. and features ;
fo that thofe who have black hair (for example) or
grey eyes, fhould not enjoy the fame privileges as o-

ther citizens, that they fhould not be permitted either
to buy or fell, or live by their callings ; that parents
- thould not have the government and education of
their own children ; that they fhould either be gxclu-
ded from the benefit of the laws, or meet with par-

tial judges: can it be doubted but thefe perfons, thus®
diftinguithed from others by the colour of their hair™
and eyes, and united together by one common perfe--
cution, would be as dangerous to the magiftrate, as-
any others that had affociated themfelves merely up-
on the account of religion? Some enter into com-
pany for trade and profit; others, for want of bufi-

nefs, have their clubs for claret : neighbourhood joins 3,

fome, and religion others. But there is one only thing}

i

which gathers people into feditious commotions, and - »

that is oppreffion. -~

You will fay, ¢ What! will you.have people/
¢-meet at divine fervice againft the magiftrate’s will 2’
I anfwer, Why, I pray, againft his will? Is it not -
both lawful and neceffary that they fhould mcet?
Againft his will, do you gy? That is what I com-
plain of. That- is the very root of all the mifchief.

Why.

v
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~} Why are affemblies lefs fufferable in a church than.in
a theatre or. market? Thofe that meet there are not
either more vicious, or more turbulent, than thofe that
meet elfewhere. The bufinefs in that is, that they
are ill ufed, and therefore they are not to be fuffered.

\Take away the partiality that is ufed towards them
[ away the penalties unto which they are fubje&ed, and
kg}l things will immediately become fafe and peacea=

e. Nay, thofé that are averfe to the religion of the

magiftrate will confider themfelves fo much the more-

bound to maintain the peace of the commonwealth,

as their condition is better in that place than elfe-

. where; and all the feveral feparate congregations,
“i like fo many guardians of the public peace, will watch

" one another, that nothing may be innovated or
" changed in the form of the government ; becaufe they

. 1can hope for nothing better than what they already.
- enjoy, that is, an equal condition with' their fellow-.

“fubje&s, under a juft and moderate government.

Now, if that church, which agrees in religion with.
the orince, be efteemed the chief fupport of any. civil-
government, and that for no other reafon (as has al-.
ready been thewn) than. becaufe the prince is kind, .

‘and the laws are favourable to if ; how. much.greater
will be the fecurity of a government, where all good
~ Jubje&s, of what{oever church they be, without any

Y diffinétion upon account of religion, enjoying the-

" fame favour of the prince, and the fame benefit of the
" laws, fhall become the common fupport and guard
of it, and where none will have any occafion to fear

- the feverity of the laws, but thofe.that do injuries to-

their neighbours, and offend againft the civil peace?

That we may draw.towards a conclufion, the fum

of all we drive at is, ¢ That every man may enjg)e:
~ : o t

in matters of common right ; change the laws ; take-
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tthe fame rights that are granted to others.” Isit )
iermittcd to worfhip God in the Roman manner?

et it be permitted to do it in the Geneva form alfo..

Is it permitted to fpeak Latin in the market-place ¥

Let thofe that have a mind to it, be permitted to do!

it alfo in the church. Is it lawful for any man, in |
“his own houfe, to kneel, ftand, fit, or ufe any other | °
pofture, and to clothe himfelf in white or black, in/
fthort or long garments? Let it not be made urg/
lawful to eat bread, drink wine, or wath with wat b

in the church. {¥n a word, whatfoever things.are }
left frec by law in-the comrhen-oecafions of f\ﬁ;let L ¥
them remain free unta every church in divine wor~ : -
fh;% Let no man’s life, or body, or houfe, or eftate,
fuffer any manner of prejudice upon thefe accounts.
€an you allow of the prefbyterian. difcipline? Why
thould not the Epifcopal alfo have what they like?
Ecclefiaftical authority, whether it be adminiftered by
the hands of a fingle perfon, or many, is every where
the fame; and neither has any juri{di¢tion in thing$_
civil, nor any manner of power of compulfion, nor:
any thing at all to do with riches and revenues,}

A8

Ecclefiaftical affemblies and fermons are juftified:
by daily experience, and public allowance: ‘thefe arew *,
* allowed to people of fome one perfuafion ; why not
to all? If any thing pafs in a religious meeting fedi<’
tioufly, and contrary to the public peace, it is to be
punifhed in the fame manner, and. no otherwife, than
as if it had happened in a fair or market. Thefe .
meetings ought not to be fan&uaries for fa&ious and
flagitious fellows ; nor ought it to be lefs lawful for -
men to meet in churches than in halls; nor are one.
part of the fubjets to be efteemed more blameable
for their meetings than others. Every one is to be ¥
accountable for his own a&tions ; and no man is t(; l;;

. aid
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laid under a fufpicion, or odium, for the fault of ano~
ther., Thofe that are feditious, murderers, thieves,
robbers, adulterers, flanderers, &c. of whatfoever
church, whether national or not, ought to be punifhed
and fupprefled :. but thofe whofe do&rine is peaceable,
and wﬁo(e manners are pure and blamelefs, ought to-
be upon equal terms with their fellow-fubjeéts. Thus
if folemn affemblies, olfervations of feftivals, public

wor(hiF, be permitted to any one fort of profeflors, .
et

all thefe things ought to be permitted to the Prefbyte-
xians, independents, anabaptifts, armenians, quakers,
and others, with the fame liberty. Nay, if we may
.openly fpeak the truth, and as becomes one man to.

" ‘another, neither Pagan, nor Mahometan, nor Jew,
_ought to be excluded from the civil rights of the com-
monwealth, becaufe of his religion. The gofpel com-
mands no fuch thing. The church, which ¢ judges

* ¢ not thofe that are without,’ (1 Cor. y. 12, 13.) wants.
.. it not. And the commonwealth, which embraces in-.
differently all men that are honeft, peaceable, and in-
sduftrious, requires it not. Shall we fuffer a Pagan to.

N\ “:deal and trade with us, and fhall we not fuffer him

{ to pray unto and worthip God ? If we allow the Jews
to.have private houfes and dwellings amontt us, why
fhould. we not allow them to have fynagogues? Is
their do@rine more falf¢, theix worfhip more abomi-

\, nable, or is the civil peace-more endangered, by theit.

" meeting in public, than in their private houfes? But
if thefe things may be granted to Jews and Pagans,

-~ furely the condition of any Chriftians ought not to be.
wor(g{ than theirs in a Chriftian commonwealth.

. You will fay, perhaps, ¢ Yes, it ought to be, be-
« ¢ caufe, they are more inclinable to faltions, tumults,
¢ and civil wars.” I anfwer, Is this the fault of the
Chriftian religion? If it be fo, truly the Chriftian
: ‘ religion
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religion is the worf} of all religions, and ought neis
ther to be embraced by any particular perfon, nor to- X
Terated by any commonwealth. For if this be the’
genius, this the nature of the Chriftian religion, to
be turbulent, and deftru&ive to the civil peace, that

" church itfelf which the magiftrate indulges will not
always be Innecent But far be it from us to fay any |
fuch thing of that religion, which carries the greateft
-oppofition to covetoufnefs, ambition, difcord, conten-
tion, and all manner of inordinate defires, and is the
moft modeft and peaceable religion that ever was. .
We muft theyefore feek another caufe of thofe evils
that are charged upon religion: and if we confider “ -
right, we fhall find it to confift wholly in the fubje®
that I am treating of. It is not the diverfity of opi-"z ;
nions, (which cannot be avoided) but the refufal of } /-
toleration to6 thofe that are of different opinions, Y} .-
(which might have been granted) that has produced [ -
all the buftles and wars that have been in the Chrif;
tian world upon account of religion. ‘The heads and
leaders of the church, moved by avarice and infatia-
ble defire of dominion, making uft of the immo-
derate ambition of magiftrates, and the creduleus
fuperttition of the giddy multitude, have incenfed and
animated them againft thofe that diffent from them-
felves, by fpregching unto them contrary to the laws¥

... of the gofpel, and to the precepts of. charity, that
fchifmatics and heretics are to be rooted out of their . ¥~
pofleflions, and deftroyed. And thus have they mix~ : -
ed together, and congounded two things that arein &
themfelves ‘moft different, the church and.the com-
monwealth. Now, as it is very difficult for men pa-
tiently to fuffer themfelves to be fiript of the goods
which they have got by their honeft induftry, and ; - .
<ontrary to all the laws of equity, both human and ~*
divine, to be delivered up for a prey to other men’s .

violence.
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violence and rapine, efpecially when they are other-.
wife altogether blamelefs, and- that_the occafiop for
.which they are thus treated, does not at all belong to

jurildition of the magiftrate, but entirely to the
cience of every particular man, for the condu&
of which he is accountable to God only: what elfe
can be expe&ed, but that thefe men growing weary
“of the evils under which they labour, fhould in

% / the end think it lawful for them to refift force with
“\_force, and to defend their natural rights (which are.

not forfeitable upon account of religion) with arms,
as well as they can? That this has been hitherto the
ordinary courfe of things, is abundantly evident in
hiftory : and that it will continue to be fo hereafter,
is but too apparent .in reafon. It cannot indeed be.
otherwife, fo long as the principle of perfecution for
religion fhall prevail, as it has done hitherto, with
magiftrate and people, and fo long as thofe, that
ought to be the preachers of peace and concord, fhall
continue with all their art and ftrength, to excite men
to arms, and found the trumpet of war. But that
magiftrates thould thus fuffer thefe incendiaries, and
difturbers of the public peace, might juftly be won-

. dered at, if it did not appear that they have been in-
~{ vited by them unto a participation of the fpoil ; and

have therefore thought fit to make ufe of their covet-
oufnefs and pride, as means whereby to increafe their
own power. For who does not fee, that thefe good-

", men are indeed more minifters of the government,

" than minifters of the gofpel ; and that by flattering
the ambition, and favouring the dominion of princes
and men in authority, thqzm&avw~M¢5AC1r
might to promote that tyranny in the commonwealth,

" which otherwite they fhould not be able. to.eftablith

\in the church? This is the unhappy agreement tha}

"\ we fee between the church and ftate, Whereas i

each
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each of them would contain itfelf within its own.
bounds, the one attending.to.the.worldly welfare of
the commonwealth, the other to the falvafion-of
fouls, it is impoffible that any difcord fhould ever
Iave happened between them. Sed, pudet hec op-
probria, &c. Geod almighty grant, I befeech him,
that the gofptl of peace may at length be preached ;

and that civil magiftrates growing more careful to_j¥

conform their own confciences to the law of God,
and lefs folicitous about the binding of other men’s
confciences by human laws, may, like fathers of
their country, direct all their counfels and endea-
vours to promote univerfally the civil welfare of
all their children, except only of fuch as are arro-
gant, ungovernable, and injurious to their brethren ;
and that all ecclefiaftical men, who boaft themfelves
to be the fucceffors of the apoftles, walking peacea-
bly and modeftly in the apoftles’ fteps, without inter-
meddling with flate -affairs, may apply themfelves
wholly to promote the falvation of fouls.

Farewell »

G " POSTSCRIPT.

it Ll A,
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POSTSCRIPT.

.

S e

P ERHAPS it may not be amifs to add a few things
concerning herefy and fchifm. A Turk is not, nor
can be, either heretic or fchifmatic to a Chriftian :
and if any man fall off from the Chriftian faith to
Mahometanifm, he does not thereby become a here- Ny
_tic or {chifmatjc, but an apoftate and an infidel.
~ {This no body doubts of. And by this it appears,
"+ that men of different religions cannot be heretics or.
-fchifmatics to one another. R
-~ “We are to enquire therefore, what men are of
- the fame religion? Concerning which, it is manifeft,
that thofe who have one and the fame rule of faith
and worfhip, are of the fame religion; and thofe
who have not the fame rule of faith and worthip,
are of different religions : for fince all things that be-
long unto that religion are contained in that rule, it
follows neceflarily, that thofe who agree in one rule,
are of one and the fame religion,: and wice verfa.
Thus Turks and Chriftians are of different religions,
becaufe thefe take the holy fcriptures to be the rule
of their religion, and thofe the Koran : and for the

- {fame reafon there may be different religions alfo even
. amongft Chriftians. The Papifts and the Lutherans, - ‘
though b
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.though both of them profefs faith in Chrift, and are
therefore called Chriftians, yet are not both of the
fame religion ; becaufe thefe acknowledge nothing
but the holy feriptures to be the rule and foundation
of their religion; thofe take in alfo traditions and
decrees of Popes, and of all thefe together make the
rule of their religion. And thus the Chriftians of
St. John (as, they are called) and the Chriftians of
Geneva, are of different religions ; becaufe thefe alfo.
take only the feriptures, and thofe I know not what
traditions. for the rule of their religion. .
N . AY 1S
This being fettled, it follows, Firft, that herefy f&
is a feparation made in ecclefiaftical communion be-_x ¥
tween men of the fame religion, for fome opinions '
no way contained in the rule itfelf. And, fecondly,
that amengft thefe'who acknowledge nothing but the
holy feriptures to be their rule of faith, herefy isa |,
feparation made in their Chriftian communion, for *
opinions not contained in the exprefs words of fcrip-
ture. Now, this feparation may be made in a two-
fold manner,

1. When the greater part, or (by the magiftrate’s+
patronage) the ftronger part of the church feparates ( N
itfelf from others, by excluding them out of her © *
communion, becaufe they will not profefs their be-
lief of certain opinions which are not to be found <
in the extprefs words of fcripture. For it is not the
paucity of thofe that are feparated, nor the authority
of the magiftrate, that can make any man guilty of
herefy : but he only is an heretic who divides the
church into parts, introduces names and marks of
diftinétion, and voluntarily makes a feparation be-
caufe of fuch opinions. - ’

G 2 2. When
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2. When any one feparates himfelf from the

ycommunion of a church, becaufe that chuych does

not publicly profefs fome certain opinions which the
i holy feriptures do not exprefsly teach.

‘Both thefe are heretics, ¢ becaufe they err in fun-
¢ damentals, and they err obftinately againft know-
¢ ledge:’ for when they have determined the holy
feriptures to be the only foundation of faith, they
neverthelefs lay down certain propofitions as funda-
mental, which are not in the fcripture ; and becaufe
others will not acknowledge thefe additional opinions
of theirs, nor build upon them as if they were ne-
ceffary and fundamental, they therefore make a fepa-
ration in the church, either by withdrawing them-
felves from the others, or expelling the others from
them. Nor does it fignify any thing for them to fay,
that their confeffions and fymbols are agreeable to
feripture, and to thie analogy of faith; for if they be

~ conceived in the exprefs words of fcripture, there can _
" be no queftion about them, becaufe thofe are acknow-
Jedged by all Chriftians to be of divine infpiration,
and therefore fundamental. But if they fay, ¢ That
¢ the articles which they require to be profeffed are
¢ confequences deduced from the feripture:’ It is
undoubtedly well done of them to believe and pro-
fefs fuch things as féem unto them fo agreeable to
the rule of faith; but it would be very ill done to
obtrude thofe things upon others, unto whom they
do not feem to be the indubitable do&rines of the
fcripture ; and to make a feparation for fuch things
as thefe, which neither are nor can be fundamental,
is to become heretics. For I do not think there is
any man arrived to that degree of madnefs, as that
he dare give out his confequences and interpretations
of {cripture as divine infpirations, and compare t{m
: ' articles
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articles of faith that he has framed according to his
own fancy with the authority of the feripture. I
know there are fome propofitions fo evidently agree-
able to fcripture, that no body can deny them to be
drawn from thence ; but about thofe, therefore, there
€an be no difference. This only I fay, that however
clearly we may think this or the other do&rine to be
deduced from fcripture, we ought not therefore to
impofe it upon others as a neceffary article of faith, .
becaufe we believe it to be agreeable to the rule of
faith ; unlefs we would be content alfo that other
do&rines fhould ‘be impofed upon us in the fame
manner, and that we fthould be compelled to receive
and profefs all the different and contraditory opini-
ons of Lutherans, Calvinifts, Remonftrants, Ana-
baptifts, and other feéts, which the contrivers of
fymbols, - fyftems, and confeflions are a¢cuftomed to
deliver unto their followers, as genuine and neceffary
deductions from the holy feripture. I cannot but
wonder at the extravagant arrogance of thofe men,
who think that they themfelves can explain things
neceffary to falvation' more clearly than the Holy
Ghoft, the eternal and infinite wifdom of God.

Thus much concerning herefy ; which word, in
common ufe, is applied only to the do&rinal part of
seligion. Let us now confider fchifm, which is a
crime near akin to it : for both thefe words feem unto ¢ - .
me to ﬁgnifyk an ill-grounded feparation in ecclefi- = ™
¢ aftical commMton, made about things not neceffa-
¢ ry.r’rﬁut fince ufe, which is the fupreme law in’y
matt® of language, has determined that herefy re- & | ¢
Iates to errors in faith, and fchifm to thofe in worthip "
or difcipline, we muft confider them under that dif-
tinction, -

Schifm
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- Schifm then; for the fame reafons that have al-
ready been alledged, is nothing elfe but a feparation
.made in the cohmunion of the church, upon account
of fomething in divine worfhip, or ecclefiaftical dif-
cipline, that is not any ncccﬂ'gry part of 'it. Now,
nothing in worfhip or difcipline can be neceffary- te
.« - Chriftian communion, but what Chrift our legifla-
"/ tar, or the apoftles, by infpiration of the Holy Spi- .
\ rit, have commanded in exprefs words.

In a word, he that denies not any thing that the

holy feriptures teach in exprefs words, nor makes a

" feparation upon occafion of any thing that is not ma-

nifeftly contained in the facred text; however he

may be nick-named by any fe& of Chrjftians, and

- declared by fome or all of them to be utterly void of

- true Chriftianity ; yet indeed and in truth this man
“..cannot be either a heretic or fchifmatic.

- &

) Thel;gyht}ijdgs:might have been explained more
largelya’m%@nore advantageoufly ; but it is enough to
have hinted:at: them thus briefly, to a perfon of your
parts. el o '

. .
R

FINIS.




Digitized by GOOg[G






Digitized by GOOg[G






Digitized by GOOg[G



