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Sapnte Maciden
DEANE PARISH CHURCH

The ancient church at Deane—in common with most old
churches—was tuilt on the best site in the neighbourhood.

It stood prominently overlooking a well-wooded dene—from
which Deane takes its name—with the distant view of Winter Hill
across the wide valley of the Middlebrook.

Tradition claims a Saxon church to Have existed on the site
of the present Parish Church of Deane, and this conforms to the
view held generally by historians—that the majority of our ancient
village churches stand on the site of an earlier Norman or Saxon
church. Whilst no actual record is known to support the tradition,
yet it seems reasonable to consider the evidence of the old Saxon
name of the stream which runs through Deane Clough— the Kirke-
brok.

Again it is tradition that tells of the chapel of Saynte Mariden
being built in the year 11GJ—about the time that Eccles Church
was puilt; but as the church at Eccles was the mother church of
Saynte Mariden it would seem that the folk of Deane, in this
instance, have been over-anxious to claim antiquity.

There is, however, documentary evidence of the existence of a
church in later Norman times. We find in a deed Thomas, Chap-
Jain of Flekho (Flixton) granting *‘ in the third year of the seventh
cycle of nine years from the translation of Saint Thomas the
Martyr, the portion in the church of Eccles assigned him by Roger
de Notton, to William clerk of Eccles for life.”” In return William
grants to 1homas ** all obventions of the said portion to be received
in the mother-church of Eccles for four years ensuing; saving to
himself the obventions of Saynte Mariden.”

Saint Thomas the Martyr is Thomas a Becket, who was
murdered in Canterbury Cathedral in 1170, so that the year of the
above deed is 1227.

The Roger de Notton referred to in the deed had inherited
one fourth part of the parish of Eccles, which also included
the chapel of Saynte Mariden, and he had assigned all his interest
therein to one Thomas, a clerk of 'Eccles, who thus became the
first known chaplain of Saynte Mariden, and as his salary in respect
of the said chapel included “ obventions,” that is both * altarage "’
and  mortuaries,”’ so there were then both an altar and a cemetery
at the chapel from the time of its erection,
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In 1235 John de Lacy, Baron of Halton, by deed of gift
bestowed the church of Eccles and the chapel of Saynte Mariden
upon the Cistercian Abbey of Stanlawe in the Wirral. The donor
had in the same year redeemed the advowson by the payment of
250 marks of silver to Aaron, the Jew of York, to whom Gilbert
. de Barton had pledged it. (Gilbert de Notton had assumed the
name of de Barton.) :

In 1276 Thomas de Perpount gave to ‘‘ the abbot and monks
of Stanlawe and the chapel of Saynt Mariden all his land next the
said chapel . . . This charter is a very interesting document
describing the limits of the glebe ““ ., . from the cemetery of the
said chapel on the west side directly into the Kirkebrok, following
the Kirkebrok to the Mukelbrok - (since called Middlebrook),
following the Mukelbrok to the ditch descending to the same
Mukelbrok, following the ditch into the hedge which comes across
from the cemetery of the said chapel on the east side, and .so
following the hedge to the cemetery aforesaid. To hold and ‘to
have of me and my heirs . . . ”’  One of the witnesses to this
charter was a David de Hulton.

The parish of Eccles was divided into four quarters—Worsley,
‘Barton, Pendleton with Clifton, and Deane,.

Deane too, was divided into quarters—Westhoughton; Over
Hulton, Middle Hulton, Little Hulton; Farnworth, Rumworth,
Kearsley; and Heaton, Halliwell, Horwich. ‘The whole of Deane
parish coveréd 20,103 acres,

The Cistercian Abbey of Stanlawe was built in the Wirral, at
the joining of the rivers Mersey and Gowy, in 1178 and dedicated
to the Blessed Virgin St. Mary, its patron saint. The abbey met
‘with many misfortunes, including storm, tempest, fire and flood:
and in 1296 the monks moved to Whalley. They took with them
their records—charters, deeds and other evidences—and these
were included in the Coucher Book of Whalley compiled by Abbot
Lyndellay and dated 1347. This valuable record gives accurate
and detailed information of ancient churches and old families over
a wide area and tells of many interesting customs and practices.

The year 1452 is given in Crockford’s Clerical Directory as the
date of erection of the present Deane Church and the Quincen-
tenary Celebrations took place during 1952. Whilst it has generally
been understood that 1452 saw the completion of the church of the
present dimensions, with tower, nave, aisles and chancel, the ‘“Vie-
toria County History of Lancashire *’ describes a gradual develop-
ment. This is an interesting account of its growth, and can more
readily be accepted when the irregular features of the: building
are noted—the width of the arches vary, the pillars:are not of the
same girth, the south aisle is three feet wider than the north aisle,
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and the arches on the south of the nave are some three feet higher
than those on tne north. It should also be remembered that many
ancient parish churches were originally of emall dimensions and
were added to during the centuries.

Deane Church appears to have been a small 14th century
chapel, with the nave the area of the two westernmost bays of the
present nave, but without aisies. There was a chancel, possibly
1 the form of an apse which was common at that period. Though
the church was so small it had a tower with walls some four feet
thick at the base. It is thought that the tower—mot so high as at
present—probably belonged "to the earlier chapel, and that a
difference in the' condition of the stone indicates the original height. -
The tower tuttresses were added much later.

Th chapel had a high-pitched roof, and the line of this.
original rcof can siill be traced through the plaster on the wall of .
the tower. - Entrance to the chapel was probakly through the
tower door—the ground floor of the tower being the porch or
baptistry. Towers of those days were strongly built to provide -
a place of refuge and defence. Arms were often stored there,

In the eastern wall of the tower, just under the pitch of the
original roof, is a Norman window. Such an opening is not un-
common in old churches. The upper storey of the tower was.
used as a dwelling-place sometimes by the priest, but more often
by the sacristan, part of whose duty. was to guard the church’s.
treasures. From the window the guardian could command a view -
of the sanctuary. : '

Access to the upper storey was sometimes by means of a
winding stairway built into the wall of the tower, but more often
by means of a ladder., It is possible that at Deane the upper
room was reached—part way at least—by the same stone steps.
built into the tower wall in the south-east corner and which were
removed at the close of the last century. :

Early in the 15th century it is claimed the church was extended.
eastwards to include an area now occupied by the third and fourth
bays. R .

The next alteration tc this 14th century church seems to-
have been the pulling down of the northern wall of this extension
and extending northwards, making an aisle of the same width as.
at_present. This would necessitate the building of arches, and
these two arches are thus the oldest in the church.

 Later, the chapcel and its northward extension were further
extended by a bay, and the south side also built outwards with
three arches nearly opposite those on the north side.

Page Five




Then, early in the 16th century there appears to have been
much rebuilding and extension. The original nave was taken
down and the present nave arcade, with its Gothic arches con-
structed—the aisles being extended westwards. The aisles had:
lean-to roofs, as shown in an old drawing. Some three or four
feet of the original walls remain adjoining the tower. The clere-
story was added, and a tlat roof constructed with beams and an
oak-panelled ceiling. The Victoria History states that the date
‘1510 ”’ was carved on one of the roof timbers,

The church would then cover the area of the present nave
and aisles, but with no vestry: there was a window in the western
wall of the north aisle not wholly removed when the vestry was
added—the remaining portion can be seen above the vestry door.

A chancel was built ‘soon afterwards, apparently still early
in the 16th century.

An old plan of the church, undated but drawn before the
vestry was built, gives the following dimensions of the church:—

Length of Body of Church—72 feet.
Breadth of Body of Church—52 feet.
Chancel—19 feet broad and 17 feet in depth.

The length of the church does not lie due east, but some few
degrees to the north of it, thus conforming to the old custom of
building churches so that they lie in line with the rising sun on the
festal day of the patron saint: the day of the Nativity of the Blessed
Virgin Mary is September 8th.

There does not appear to have been any alteration or addition
to the church of any consequence for nearly two hundred years,
when in 1712 a gallery was erected by Richard Edge, of Middle
Hulton “ .. . from the Great Door at the west end of the south
aisle eastward in length seven yards and a half (as far as the
parishioners use that aisle belonging to Henry Hilton, Esq.), and
in breadth from the south wall six yards and two feet, together
with a convenient stairs.”” About the middle of the century
another gallery, called the ‘‘ Singers’ Gallery,”” was built at the
west end of the church. A drawing preserved in the Diocesan
Registry Office at Chester shows that this gallery adjoining the
tower extended into the south aisle and joined the older gallery.
Access to the west gallery was by stairs leading from doors built
in the west walls of the north and south aisles and near the outer
wall of the aisles,

In 1777 a vestry was erected between the north door and the
west wall of the aisle. This could not have been a very solid |
structure, however, fordt cost only £4 12s. 2d. '
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Extensive repair to the fabric was carried out in 1807 follow-
ing a ‘‘ respectable meeting of the churchwardens, landowners
and inhabitants.”” The roofs of the church and tower were
repaired, the floor of the church was levelled and re-flagged, and
the exterior of the church was pointed and repaired.

The next addition to the church was the building of the
present vestry: the minutes of a churchwardens’ meeting held
April 9th, 1822, record, ** it was resolved . . . that the vestry be
built on the outside, in a suitable manner, that an iron chest be
put in it, and that it be filled up with every thing requisite . . . ”’
In the angle between the tower and the outer wall of the north
aisle there was the charnel house, called on an old plan the ‘“ Bone
House.”” As the churchyard had then been extended there was no
need for this gruesome building, and it was demolished and the
““ New Vestry ” built by Thomas Heaton, stonemason and builder,
of Bark Street, Bolton, at a cost of £63 7s. od., in 1823. What
appears to be evidence of the bone house remains over the stairs.
leading to the upper vestry,

In 1833 galleries were erected over the north and south aisles.
To erect them it was necessary to add some five feet to the height
of the outer walls, and to give light in the galleries a second row
of windows was put in each gallery. In the Diocesan Registry
Office at Chester is a plan of the proposed new galleries, which
were to be 7ft. 7in. above the aisles, and to have three tiers of
tenches, William Hulton, Esq., was granted permission to erect
a porch at the south-western angle of the church, and from this
porch led the stairs to the south gallery. Two stone shields with
the Hulton lion and the carved figure of the fisherman were trans-
ferred from over the Hulton door to a place over the door of the
new porch. During these alterations an iron hinge bearing the
date ** 1412 7 was found on a door.

The erection of these galleries provided 420 additional sittings,

making the total accommodation 1,229. At this fime there were

in the parish chapels at Smithills, Westhoughton, Horwich, Peel

and Farnworth, but additional accommodation was still required

because of the increase in population, due in large measure to the

Industrial Revolution, which brought many people to Bolton and
the districts around.

The levying of rates to defray expenses of the church ha.d'.
not met with any widespread opposition for many years, but at a
vestry meeting held in the church on 5th December, 1833, there
were some who opposed the levying of a rate to meet the cost of
erecting the galleries. The number present was so large that the
meeting ddjourned to the churchyard, where those for the rate
arranged themselves on the east of the path, and those in opposi-
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.. . Item I bequeath and give 20 marks to build a chapel
on the north part and side of the said Church of Deyne . . . ”

: The work of. building was not carried out by the testator’s
brother, to whom it had been entrusted, but by his brother’s son.
in the absence of further record one wonders if this chapel was
-the addition of the aisle (or part of it) previously mentioned as
having been built about this time, or perhaps just the erection of
a chapel in the aisle already built, [t has been suggested that
“the third pillar from the tower in the north aisle, of larger girth
than the others, shows evidence of such an erection; though it is
also claimed that the clumsy thickening of this pillar and the awk-
ward way in which the western arch springs from it shows the
junction of the earlier work with the 13th century work of the
nave.

This John Hulton, of F arnworth Hall, who made this bequest
“to his parish church, was of the parent stock of the Hultons.

2. In the Public Record Office is preserved the Petition of Richard
Heaton, of Heaton, praying the Chancellor of the Duchy of Lan-
caster to command certain parishioners of Deane to appear before
the King’s highness in his Duchy Chamber at Westminster.

In this document we learn that Richard Heton of Heton had
caused to be built an aisle in the parish church of Deane and borne
_the greater. part of the cost himself, and also that within the same
aisle he had tuilt a chapel of timber dedicated to the Holy Trinity
and St. Anne. He cites certain men and ‘‘ dyvers other evill
disposed and riottouse persons to the nombre of xxvj (26) arrayed
after the maner of warr, that is to say with swords, bulklers, bills,
bowes and arrowes and other weapons . . . ~* who on the 24th day
“of August, 1522, * . . . in the nyght tyme about thre of the clok in
the mornyng in riottouse warlyke and unlawfull manner entered
into the seid churche called Deene Churche and then and there
riottously pulled and cutt down as well all the tymbre worke of
the same chapoell also the auter (altar) and posts whereupon the
‘ymages of the Holy Trynytie and Seynt Anne stode . . . "’

It is interesting to note again mention of the building of an
aisle and chapel.

In the Heaton Chapel—still so named, though no screen or
other division now exists—is the ancient piscina in the pillar in
the north aisle adjoining the chancel.

Tt will be noticed that the church is no longer named *‘ Saynte
Mariden,”” but ‘“ The Parish Church of Deyne’’ and ‘‘ Deene
Churche.”

Poge Twelve




	SCAN0001
	SCAN0002
	SCAN0003
	SCAN0004
	SCAN0005
	SCAN0006
	SCAN0007
	SCAN0008



